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YARD WASTE COLLECTION 

A yard waste leaf collection program will be held from 

April 11th through April 27th.  The drop-off site is  

located behind the DPW building at 13300 168th Ave.   

No dumping of wood, limbs or brush is allowed. 

SPRING CLEAN-UP 

Saturday, May 10th ð 8:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m A $15 

fee will be charged for appliances.  (A Freon removal 

certificate is required for all cooling appliances.)   

A $3 fee will be charged for tires. 
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One of the more frequent questions posed to Township 

staff is, ñWhat will I owe in property taxes?ò 

Although this sounds like a fairly simple question, the 

amount you will pay for either the Winter or Summer 

taxes is based upon a calculation of two figures ð the 

ñTaxable Valueò of your home and the millage rate. 

Assessed values (or the SEV) are reviewed annually 

and represent 50% of the fair market value for your 

property.  These values can rise or fall dramatically 

based upon the housing market.  Taxable values are a 

portion of the SEV.  Increases of the taxable value are 

limited to the rate of inflation unless there has been a 

recent transfer of ownership or new construction.   

Taxable values can never 

be more than the SEV.  

The taxable value of your 

property is mailed to you 

each year on or about  

February 27th. 

The millage is the ñtax 

rateò  charged by a local 

unit of government, 

school district or the State 

of Michigan.  For  

example, one mill is a tax 

rate of $1 for every $1,000 

of taxable value. 

For 2008, the Summer 

millage rate will be about 

16.62 mills while the  

Winter millage rate will 

be substantially less at about 6.84 mills.  (These millage 

rates are estimates and will change if voters approve a 

new millage rate, a debt rate is reduced because of 

growth, or if the millage rates are reduced because of a 

Headlee rollback.)  

To calculate your property tax bill, the following  

equation is used: 

Taxable Value  x  millage rate  ÷  1,000 

For example, if your property has a taxable value of 

$125,000 and you want to estimate your Summer  

property tax bill, the formula would look like this: 

     $125,000 

×    16.62 mills 

ðððððð 

      $2,077,500  ÷ 1,000  = $2,077.50 Summer Tax Bill 

GHT is required by state law to  collect the property 

taxes.  But, the vast majority of the monies that GHT 

These materials will be distributed from the 

administrative offices at 13300 168th Avenue.  GHT 

keeps no records on the sale of the kits. 

All of the sewage collected by the Township passes 

through a large pump station on the way to the sewer 

treatment plant.  This pump station is located near the 

intersection of 168th Avenue and Hayes Street. 

Unfortunately, this important piece of infrastructure has 

met its 25-year design capacity and needs to be 

replaced through a $1.2 million dollar construction 

project. 

The new pump station will include a 10,000 gallon 

underground holding area for the sewage and three 

large variable speed pumps to move the sewage to the 

waste water treatment plant.  Construction on the new 

pump station will begin in May and should be 

completed by August. 

A second major construction project in this same area 

of the Township will be the reconstruction and 

widening of Hayes Street from US-31 to 168th Avenue. 

This project, which should cost under $1 million, will 

include the widening of this segment of roadway, the 

installation of concrete curbs and storm sewers, and the 

reconstruction of numerous commercial driveway 

approaches. 

This project will be subsidized through a $170,000 

contribution from the State of Michigan and the Road 

Commission (OCRC).  The OCRC is also helping to 

lower costs by providing many in-kind services. 

The Hayes Street reconstruction will begin in August 

and should be completed by October. 

TAX TALK 

Inside this Issue: 

Tax Talk 1 

What is a Township? 2 

Phosphorus  Banned 3 

Smaller Can Be Better 3 

Fast Facts from 2007 3 

Drug/Alcohol Kits  3 

Dates to Remember 4 

Major 2008 Projects 4 

MAJOR  2008 PROJECTS 

Continued on page 2 



FAST FACTS FROM 2007: 
 

¶ GHTôs population increased slightly to about 15,218.   

¶ The State Equalized Value rose to $862 million. 

¶ The number of Fire/Rescue emergency runs dropped 

slightly to 754.  The majority of the runs were medical 

emergencies. 

¶ Water usage increased to 595 million gallons while sewer 

usage remained at about 83 million gallons. 

¶ Construction dropped dramatically with only $18.7  

million in new construction. 

¶ Residential construction was especially slow with only 32 

new single family or condominiums and 66 apartment 

units added.  

¶ 4.73 miles of roadway were re-surfaced, and 1.2 miles of 

new roads were added. 

Page 2 Page 3 MARCH Ɇ 2008 MARCH Ɇ 2008 

receives are forwarded to the State of Michigan, the 

local school district, Ottawa County or other local  

entities.  In 2007, GHT collected about $20.2 million in 

property taxes.  However, of this total, only $2.7  

million stayed with the Township. 

In other words, for every property tax dollar that GHT 

collects, the Township distributes about 86.7 cents to 

the GHAPS, State of Michigan, Intermediate School 

District, Ottawa County, Tri-Cities Museum, Council 

on Aging or the Loutit District Library.   

The remaining 13.3 cents stay with GHT for  

operations ranging from public safety such as the fire 

department or policing services to infrastructure  

maintenance such as street resurfacing or dust control 

to parks and recreation.  (See below.)       

In Michigan, if you don't live in a city, you live in a 

township.  

Townships are a product of Michigan's early history 

when the state was surveyed and divided into 6 mile by 

6 mile squares.  For townships located along lakes or 

rivers, such as Grand Haven Charter Township, the 

township might be smaller than the typical 36 square 

miles.  (GHT is about 28 square miles in size.)  

Michigan is one of 20 states that currently have some 

form of township government. There are 1,242  

townships in Michigan that vary in size and population. 

(In comparison, there are 529 cities or villages in the 

state.) Based on the 2000 Census, Michigan township 

populations vary from 10 to 95,650 people. More than 

half of all Michigan residents live in a township. 

With a population of about 15,218, GHT is the 56th  

largest township in the state ranking in the top 5%.  

Further, GHT is larger than 465 (or 88%) of the cities 

and villages in Michigan.  And, GHT continues to 

grow. 

Michigan townships are statutory units of local  

government, having only those powers expressly  

provided or fairly implied by state law.  

State laws authorize townships to perform a wide  

variety of functions. Townships are required to  

perform assessments, tax collection and elections  

administration.  

However, townships may choose to perform numerous 

other governmental functions, including enacting and 

enforcing ordinances, planning and zoning, providing 

fire and police protection, operating cemeteries,  

providing municipal water and sanitary sewage  

collection, funding street maintenance, economic  

development, maintaining parks, recreation facilities 

and programs, and many others.  (GHT has chosen to 

provide all of the aforementioned activities, often using 

cooperative partnerships with other local units of  

government.) 

There are two types of townships in Michigan: general 

law and charter townships. All townships are general 

law townships, unless they have incorporated as a  

charter township.   

Charter township status is a special township  

classification created by the Michigan Legislature to 

provide additional powers and streamlined  

administration for governing rapidly growing  

communities.  

Less than 11% or 131 townships have the charter 

status.  GHT became a Charter Township in 1989. 

Although GHT spends hundreds of thousands of dollars 

each year to help maintain the roads, the major  

difference between cities and townships is that  

townships do not have direct authority over their  

roadways.  Rather, townships must work with County 

Road Commissions. 

When you begin to fertilize your lawn this Spring,  

remember to select a non-phosphorus fertilizer.  As of 

January 1st, it is the law in Ottawa County. 

Studies have proven that the ground in Ottawa County 

has sufficient phosphorus and that any additional  

phosphorus you add in your lawn fertilizer ends up  

going into nearby waterways.  This, in turn, contributes 

to the explosion of algae and plants that clog our 

streams and bayous. 

Every bag or bottle of fertilizer has three numbers such 

as 20-0-10 displayed on the label.  The numbers refer 

to the percentage, by weight, of nitrogen (N), 

phosphorus (P), and potassium (K).  The middle 

number always refers to phosphorus, so look for a zero 

in the middle. 

Why buy something your lawn doesnôt need that harms 

our waterways?  

There is a myth that Michiganôs economy can be 

improved if more local governments consolidate to 

save money.   

However, the premise that combining smaller units into 

larger governments will produce cost savings is overly 

simplistic and there is little evidence that this works.  In 

fact, the opposite is normally the case. 

For example, according to the United States Census 

Bureau, although less than 50% of Michigan citizens 

live in cities, cities spend eight times as much as 

townships on operations and services. 

This is easily seen when residents look at their property 

tax bills.  Grand Haven Charter Township has a lower 

property tax rate (i.e., about 23.5 mills) than any city in 

Ottawa County.  The  tax bills from the cities range 

from a high of 39.6 mills for the city of Coppersville to 

a  low of 30.5 mills for the  city of Ferrysburg. 

Cities pride themselves on high levels of service and 

numerous benefits while townships pride themselves on 

efficiency in government.  Both are important to 

Michiganôs economy. 

Parents have to struggle against a tide of bad influences 

that can lead their children to try drugs or alcohol. 

Unfortunately, if a parent suspects their child might be 

abusing drugs or alcohol, it is difficult to verify their 

concerns without the involvement of police or school 

officials.  This might discourage some parents from 

becoming more engaged. 

To empower parents and give them the ability to test 

their children with immediate results and total 

anonymity,  GHT will begin to sell inexpensive drug or 

alcohol kits that will allow the parents to test their 

children in the privacy of their own homes.  A ñfour 

panelò drug testing kit will cost $12 while the kit to 

detect the presence of alcohol will cost $3. 

In addition, GHT will be providing ð free of charge ð 

a simple handout that will help parents learn about and 

recognize the signs of drug or alcohol use. 

WHAT IS A TOWNSHIP? 

PHOSPHORUS BANNED 

SMALLER CAN BE BETTER 

DRUG OR ALCOHOL KITS 

The major difference between cities and townships is that  

townships do not have direct authority over their roadways.   

Townships must work with County Road Commissions. 
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