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STRATEGIC PLANNING FORUM
Monday, September 14th 8 Starting at 6:00 p.m.

FALL YARD WASTE COLLECTION

A collection program will be held from October
24th until November 23rd. Hours of operation are
8:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m., Monday through Friday;
10:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. Saturdays; and 12:00
noon until 6:00 p.m. on Sundays.

FIRE/RESCUE OPEN HOUSE
Tuesday, October 13th starting at 6:00 p.m.

Trying to mitigate deer damage at the individual
level without resorting to hunts outside of
Mi chi gands deer seas
effective strategy in the long term.
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The organization would be dedicated to connecting
people with our community parks and pathways by
partnering with the Township, sponsoring events,
improvement projects and building public
awareness of the GHT parks system with an eye
toward the future.

If you are interested in helping to establish and/or
serving with a AFri
please send an email to:

parkfriends@ght.org

If there is sufficient citizen interest in forming this
non-profit organization, the Township will assist
in the process.

FRIENDS OF THE PARKS

The Township manages six parks 0 that include
over 440 acres of land and numerous recreation
facilities 0 and also maintains about 22 miles of
paved pathways. In addition, no later than 2023,
the Township will gain access to another 115 acres
of land currently being used as a tree farm.
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PARKS AND RECREATION

There is a current vacancy on Grand Haven
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Committee.

This committee is responsible to oversee the
operation and maintenance of both the parks
system and the non-motorized pathways and to
help implement the Community Recreation Plan
that was adopted in 2007.

If you are interested in improving the recreational
opportunities in GHT, please email Supervisor
Karl French at:

kfrench@ght.org
Please include a .cover, letter and/ox resum
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FROM VISION TO REALITY

Fast forward to the year 2025. What will Grand
Haven Charter Township (GHT) look like? Will
there still be acres of blueberry fields? Will there
be a disc golf course or a park for dogs? Will there
be new apartment complexes or any industrial
center? Will the Township have merged with
Grand Haven City?

Rather than guessing what our community will
look like in the future, you can help to shape the
futpre of @HY today. c‘)TheoGFHér Bagrt 15 in ¢he
midst” of drafting a new strat€gic plan and is
seeking public input.

On Monday, September 14th at 6:00 p.m. there
will be a public forum where residents can help
decide what objectives and goals will be in the

final version of the plan.
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The Board will be
looking to not only
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opportunity meets
0 Thomas Edison

verify what it knows, but will be looking outward
and beyond their current scope and assessing what
other priorities and opportunities exist.

The September 14th Public Forum will be
facilitated by Jo Anna Trierweiler of Project
Innovations, Inc.

We hope that you will plan to attend.

NOWS EXPANSION

All of the Northwest Ottawa County communities
cooperate on a variety of issues ranging from
economic development to sanitary sewage
treatment. However, one of the most visible areas
of this municipal cooperation is the North Ottawa
Water System or NOWS that provides drinking
water for Grand Haven City, Ferrysburg City,
Spring Lake Village, Spring Lake Township, the
northern two-thirds of Grand Haven Charter
Township (the Grand Rapids water

what

Wi

system

provides water in the southern third of the

Township and small portions of Robinson and
Crockery Townships.

Continued on page two ...
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NOWS is in the midst of a major expansion that

has three major components. These include
expansion of the intake system (that was
completed in 2005 at a cost of about $2 miljion
the renovation and expansion of the water
treatment plant located within the City of Grand
Haven (that began in June of this year at a cost of
about $15.4 milliol and improvements to the raw
water pumping system and backwash system (that

is scheduled to begin in 2010 at an estimated cost
of about $5.7 million

View of the 36" water main exiting the treatment plant.

It is expected that the expansion will meet the
growing water needs of Northwest Ottawa County
for a minimum of eighteen (18) years.

However, if this region continues to emphasize
water conservation and/or the current recession
suppresses new growth; the useful life of the
NOWS expansion could be extended beyond the
current estimate.

PUBLISHING BOARD MINUTES

Grand Haven Charter Township (GHT) must
publish a copy of its Board minutes at least once
per month. However, there are two options for
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accomplishing this task:

1. A synopsis prepared by the clerk and approved
by the supervisor can be published in a
newspaper; or
The township can post the minutes in five
public placesoron t h e
publish a small notice in the newspaper
identifying where the minutes have been
posted within seven days after the posting.

Historically, GHT has published a synopsis of the
Board minutes about twenty-four (24) times each
year in the Grand Haven Tribune. During the past
twelve months GHT spent about $4,440 on
publishing this synopsis.

In order to save tax dollars and ensure that the
complete text of the minutes are available to the
public 8 rather than only a synopsis 8 GHT has
decided to publish the Board minutes by posting
the minutes to the GHT web site and publishing
only a notice of posting in the Grand Haven
Tribune. This will save the Township about $3.465

annually.

Residents can also receive a six-month
subscription of the Township minutes for the cost
of postage and printing.

Not only are the agendas and minutes from the
Board and Planning Commission meetings
available on the GHT web site, you will also find
ordinances, maps and other on-line resources.
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DEER MANAGEMENT

Deer can be both a unique glimpse of nature and a
problem. This is especially true if the deer
population increases to levels where they are
causing damage to landscaping and gardens.

Unfortunately, some of the proposed solutions;
such as fddeer
splitting communities and pulling attention.away
from other serious issues. Therefore, it is
important that home owners are aware of other
strategies to mitigate the impact of deer.

According to Sandy Baker, otherwise known as

cul | i“ngo,
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AiThe Deer Doctor o,
combined or independently, can help keep deer
away from our landscaping and gardens.

s W%trétegyﬁ}ngf Eear%ltlﬁeia behavior. According to
Baker, there are a few things to remember about

deer and their habits. First, as a prey animal, deer
are afraid of anything new T sights, smells, and
sounds being the most common. Second, fawns
are taught how and what to eat by their parents.

However, it is important to determine whether deer
are really the culprit for your garden damage.
Woodchucks, squirrels, chipmunks, and other wild
animals could be causing your garden woes. Deer
do not have
ineat o cut as
squared, torn appearance on plant material.

Strategy Two: Select your plants wisely and
choose plants that deer avoid. There is an
extensive and surprising list of plants the deer will
typically stay away from. There will be those
occasions when a deer takes a liking to your
forsythia or your lilac bush T it just happens.

In the Spring, there are many bulb plants that you
can enjoy other than tulips. Try crocus, hyacinths,
and daffodils instead to add color to your
landscape. Deer do not like strong aromas nor do
they like spiny or odd textures (roses being an
exception to the rule). Try putting herbs and old-
fashioned (not hybrid) marigolds throughout your
garden to make the deer lose interest. If buying
new plants, start by trying one or two to see if the
deer leave them alone. That way, if your deer are
the exception to the

Strategy Three: Use a variety of repellents and
deterrents. Remember
new or different. If you like the convenience of a

Fence or Ropel. Be forewarned, if using Ropel,
you should wear gloves and. cover yourself to
ensure that you donot
will remain on your skin for days. Always follow
the instructions on the product to ensure the
maximum effectiveness.
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DECLINING REVENUES

Michigan never recovered from the last recession
before being hit with this new recession. This
economic reality has er
revenue streams. Fortunately, GHT maintained strong
cash
However, if Michigan does not bounce back from the
current recession, the revenue shortfalls for important
services such as street maintenance and drainage
improvements may not be able to be covered from the
Airainy dayo funds.

The GHT Board is committed to reducing costs across
all funds. But, the extent of the revenue declines are
rather staggering. The four main sources for the
General Fund illustrate this decline:

2002%* 2009 %
State Shared Revenue $1,493,180 $892.580 -40%
Property Taxes $ 501,590 $584,270 +17%
Fees $ 433,065 $192,530 -55%
66,075 $ 51,000 -23%

* All 2002 Figures are adjusted for current value.

Kevenue Source

Interest Income $

Strategy Four: Fences are most effective before
deer know whatoés on t

Two things to keep in mind when considering
fencing options include (1) deer cannot perform a
high jump and a broad jump in one maneuver; (2)
deer will normally not jump if they are unsure of a
safe landing.

Simple fencing techniques include:

e Solid fences may work because deer cannot see
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rear yards.

fences as high as 6 feet in

degr donot I i ke Nyt hi
. §lant fencing may work since deer gaveypoor

depth perception. The rail of the fence should
slants upward away from the garden.

e Double row fencing placed side-by-side on flat

clear both high and wide spaces. The fences
would need to be four to five feet in height and
five feet apart.

Continued on page four ...
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