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YARD WASTE COLLECTION 

A yard waste leaf collection program will be held from 

April 17th through May 3rd.  The drop-off site is  

located behind the DPW building at 13300 168th Ave.   

No dumping of wood, limbs or brush is allowed. 

MAY 5th ELECTION 

Renewal of Council on Aging and certain Grand 

Haven Area Public School millages. 

SPRING CLEAN-UP 

Saturday, May 16th ð 8:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. A $15 

fee will be charged for appliances.  (A Freon removal 

certificate is required for all cooling appliances.)   

A $3 fee will be charged for tires. 
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The Grand Haven Charter Township (GHT) Fire/

Rescue Department responds to nearly 800 calls for 

service each year.  About 400 or 50% of these calls are 

for medical or rescue emergencies. 

During the day, an emergency vehicle will leave the 

building within an average of 19 seconds after a call for 

service is received and typically arrives between six 

and twenty minutes ahead of the ambulance authority. 

So, if such a large percentage of the calls are medically 

related and the Fire/Rescue Department has  a superior 

response time, doesnôt it make sense that these Fire/

Rescue personnel should be trained to act as 

paramedics?   

That is the basic rationale 

beh ind  t he  goa l , 

established years prior, to 

increase the Townshipôs  

certification to that of  

Advanced Life Support. 

The Advanced Life 

S u p p o r t  o r  A L S 

certification will allow 

GHTôs crews to do 

a n y t h i n g  t h a t  a 

Paramedic with an 

ambulance can do. 

There are three basic 

levels of emergency 

certification that a 

department can be 

licensed at: 

1. Most departments ï about 96% ï are certified as 

First Responders.  In brief, this allows them to 

provide basic first aid and use CPR with automatic 

defibrillation for someone that is in cardiac arrest.  

Basically, first responders try to stabilize the 

patient  until the Paramedics arrive on scene. 

2. A few departments ï including GHT ï were 

certified at the basic life support level.  This 

certification allows them to do everything that a 

first responder can do plus use advanced airway 

techniques and give epinephrine to a patient that is 

having an allergic reaction. 

3. The highest level of certification is the Advanced 

Life Support level.  GHT is now the only 

department in West Michigan that is certified at 

this level.  This ALS certification means that the 

person responding is a Paramedic trained to start 

IVs, administer 40 different medications, use 

cardiac monitoring with 12 lead capabilities, 

perform advanced  trauma procedures, and use 

several advanced airways techniques. 

To offset the costs, the department received a $32,000 

Life Pac 12® cardiac monitor through a federal grant.  

In addition, the Township purchased two Life Pac 10 

cardiac monitors from a local ambulance company. 

The ALS certification is a huge service enhancement 

for area residents.  For example, the cardiac arrest 

statistics for the Grand Haven Charter Township Fire/

Rescue Department shows a total of six (6) cardiac 

arrest patients with an astounding three (3) ñwalk out of 

the hospital savesò. In order to be considered a ñwalk 

out of the hospital saveò the patient must: 

This frightening scenario is too common for senior 

citizens and the emergency medical staff who treat 

them. That's why the FILE OF LIFE, a mini medical 

history posted on the outside of the patientôs 

refrigerator, was developed. 

The FILE OF LIFE card enables emergency medical 

staff to obtain a quick medical history when a patient is 

unable to offer one. The card helps to reduce the risk of 

a patient, in a frightened state, forgetting to mention 

something important. 

The card, which is kept in a red plastic pocket labeled 

FILE OF LIFE, lists the patient name, emergency 

medical contact, important health tracking numbers, 

health problems, medications, dosages, allergies, recent 

surgery, and a health care proxy.    

The entire pocket is held with a magnet on the outside 

of the refrigerator. 

To obtain a FILE OF LIFE, or other brochures 

containing important safety guidelines, please email 

info@ght.org or call 842-5988 and request a safety 

packet be sent to your home. 

Last month an elderly couple in the nearby city of 

Ferrysburg lost their home and all of their possessions 

in a house fire.  The house fire appears to have 

originated from a chimney fire.   

Just prior to the fire a contractor  removed a wood 

burner, installed a new furnace, and then reinstalled the 

wood burner without permits. If the proper permits 

were received, an inspection would have revealed that 

the chimney was not lined.  (The State Building Code 

requires that masonry chimneys be lined either with a 

clay or metal liner).  And,  if the chimney had been 

lined per code, the chimney fire probably would not 

have happened. 

No permit was issued.  No inspection was completed.  

A couple lost everything.  The city spent thousands of 

tax payer dollars suppressing a fire.  All of the grief and 

expense could have been prevented with a simple 

permit and inspection.  

This is an extreme example of why permits and 

inspections are important.  But, even a wood deck with 

improper railings can cause injury. 

Good contractors can make mistakes.  So, remember to 

get a permit and have GHTôs building  inspectors 

ensure that your construction project complies with the 

State of Michigan Building Code.   
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FAST FACTS FROM 2008: 
 

¶ GHTôs estimated population increased slightly to about 
15,267, an increase of only 49 residents.   

¶ The State Equalized Value leveled at about $875 million.  

¶ The number of Fire/Rescue emergency runs dropped  to 

753.   

¶ Water usage fell to 503 million gallons while sewer usage 

dropped to 83 million gallons. 

¶ Construction continued to slump with only $11 million 

in new construction.  Residential construction was 

especially slow with only 18 new single family homes  

and 30 apartment units added.  

¶ 4.05 miles of roadway were re-surfaced.  For the first 

time in over two decades, no new roadways were added. 
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1. Be revived;   

2. Make a full recovery; and,  

3. Walk out of the hospital. 

According to The American Heart Association, the 

national average for cardiac arrest saves for 2008 was 

5.2%.  The largest city in Michigan had a ñsaveò rate of 

less than 1%.  The Townshipôs 2008 average for 

cardiac arrest saves was an incredible 50%!   

The years of planning, work, education and training 

that allowed the GHT Fire/Rescue Department to 

receive the ALS certification is just another example of 

the Township raising the bar and trying to provide 

better customer service. 

The libraryôs building renovation and expansion project 

in downtown Grand Haven continues on time and on 

budget. It is anticipated that the re-opening will occur 

near the first of July.  

For regular updates visit the Loutit Library website at 

www.loutitlibrary.org and click on the Building 

Renovation & Expansion Project Blog.  

Watch for more information in the libraryôs newsletter, 

The District Times, delivered directly to you through 

the mail.  

A high-speed, fully-mobile wireless broadband network 

is now available throughout GHT.  This countywide 

network is the result of a public-private partnership 

between Ottawa County and iPCS Wireless Inc. to 

provide broadband service to the Countyôs rural areas, 

providing fully-mobile broadband Internet access to 

more than 95% of the Countyôs population.  Although 

the wireless signal cannot reach every household, it 

does provide a broadband option to many residents  

who previously had no broadband access.   

If you are one of those Township residents who does 

not have broadband access, or if you are interested in 

experiencing the capabilities of this wireless 

technology, please stop by the Grand Haven Charter 

Township Board Room between the hours of 6:00 p.m. 

and 8:00 p.m. on Wednesday, April 8, 2009 for a 

Wireless Broadband Open House.   

Attendees will be able to test the wireless broadband 

technology using desktop and laptop computers and 

test optional broadband equipment such as booster 

antennas that can increase signal strength and WiFi 

ñhot spotò routers.  Attendees can also sign-up for the 

wireless service and have 30 days to test the broadband 

network at their home or business.  If a subscriber is 

not satisfied with the broadband service within 30-days 

after activation, they will receive a 100% refund of any 

activation, equipment, and service fees. 

The cost for  broadband service is $59.99 (per month) 

for an unlimited use plan.  All residents and business 

owners of Ottawa County that subscribe for the service 

are guaranteed to receive a maximum instant rebate of 

$200 on the cost to purchase a data access card (i.e. 

óAircardô) that is plugged into a laptop or desktop 

computer.  Residents will also receive an additional 

20% instant discount on optional broadband equipment 

(e.g. booster antennas and WiFi routers). 

Please contact the Ottawa County Planning and 

Performance Improvement Department (616-738-4852) 

if you should have any questions about the April 8th 

Open House or the wireless network in general. 

For eight years, six municipalities including GHT, have 

met the needs of older adult residents through a ¼ mill 

support of the North Ottawa County Council on Aging 

(NOCCOA).   

As a result of this small millage, NOCCOA has: 

¶ Responded to over 9,000 information calls for 

assistance; 

¶ Realized an increase of over 22% in the average 

time family specialists spent with over 100 frail, 

low income older adults who received in home 

services enabling them to stay in their homes;  

¶ Provided over $85,000 worth of prescription 

assistance to low income seniors ï no longer 

having to choose between eating and medications;  

¶ Assisted nearly 1,000 people with understanding 

and making their Medicare D choices ï one 

individual saved over $8,000 in costs. 

Because of the NOCCOA, older adults have the ability 

to maintain a vital and independent lifestyle through 

their services, including in-home services, emergency 

needs, prescription and tax assistance, recreational and 

educational programming, and ready to serve meals for 

older adults are available five days a week.  

As NOCCOA celebrates its 40th year of service to 

senior citizens, we want to express our thanks to both 

the Council on Aging for the assistance they provide 

and the Township residents for their past support. 

A renewal of the ¼ mill support for the Council on 

Aging will be on the May 5th ballot.  The Township 

would encourage you to take the time to vote on this 

important millage renewal. 

If you have any questions or need any assistance with 

caring for older adults, please call 842-9210. 

Ferris Street between 152nd Avenue and US-31 is a 

major east/west corridor handling nearly 5,000 vehicles 

per day.  Unfortunately, this roadway is not designed to 

handle this level of traffic and the street has 

deteriorated rapidly over the past five years. 

In response, the Ottawa County Road Commission 

(OCRC) and GHT will be completing a major 

renovation of this roadway at a total cost of about 

$875,750 with the OCRC funding $525,000 and GHT 

paying the remaining $350,750. 

Specifically, the following improvements will be 

completed as part of the renovation project: 

1. The street will be re-surfaced and widened from 20 

to 24 feet at a cost of $525,000; 

2. Two feet of paved shoulder will be added on each 

side of Ferris at a cost of $197,750;  

3. 1,400 feet of the Kolberg Drain that runs parallel to 

portions of Ferris will be enclosed at a cost of 

$133,000; 

4. Curbing near Ferris and 168th Avenue will be 

added to improve safety at a cost of $20,000. 

Work on Ferris Street is expected to begin in August. 

Many times when Township Fire/Rescue personnel  

arrive on the scene of a medical emergency they find a 

senior citizen unconscious. The paramedics have little 

to go on. Does the patient have any existing conditions? 

Is the patient taking any medication? Does the patient 

have allergies? 

LOUTIT LIBRARY EXPANSION 

NEW BROADBAND OPTION 
FERRIS STREET PAVING FILE OF LIFE 
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The Townshipôs average for 

cardiac arrest saves was an 

incredible 50%!   

COUNCIL ON AGING MILLAGE 


