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FAQs REGARDING FALLEN TREES 
 
Q. Who is liable for a tree that has fallen on my property as the result of a storm? 
 
A. Generally, no one.  A tree that falls due to a storm is considered a natural event or an “act 

of God,” therefore no individual is liable for such an event.  If you believe that the tree 
may have fallen due to the negligence of the property owner where the tree was located, 
as opposed to the natural forces of a storm, you may wish to contact your attorney to 
determine if that property owner can be held liable for any damages resulting from the 
fallen tree.  

 
Q. If a neighbor’s tree falls on my property, can I remove it? 
 
A. Yes, so long as the entire tree (or parts of the tree that you wish to remove) are located on 

your property.  If a portion of the tree that you wish to remove remains on your 
neighbor’s property, you will have to get their consent before you remove that portion of 
the tree.  

 
Q. If a neighbor’s tree falls on my property as the result of a storm, can I be 

reimbursed for the costs of removing it? 
 
A. Possibly, but any such reimbursement would come from your home insurance provider, 

and not your neighbor.  As mentioned above, property owners are generally not liable for 
trees that fall due to storms, and therefore your neighbor would not be responsible for 
paying to have a tree removed from your property.  However, your home insurance 
policy may have provisions that allow you to recover the costs of removing the tree.  You 
should contact your home insurance provider before taking any actions, and take pictures 
of the fallen tree to properly document any claim you may have.  

 
Q. What should I consider before removing a fallen tree from my property? 
 
A.  Any portion of a fallen tree that is on your property may be removed, given that you have 

control over your own property.  Again, you do not have the right to remove a portion of 
a tree that is not on your property.  If you wish to remove a fallen tree or part of a tree 
that is not on your property, you should contact the property owner where the tree is 
located before taking any action.  You should also be sure to contact your home insurance 
provider before removing any fallen trees, as you may be able to recover the cost of 
removing such trees according to your insurance policy.  It will be easier for the 
insurance provider to determine coverage if you contact them before removal of the tree 
occurs.   
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