
GRAND HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD 
MONDAY, JANUARY 12, 2015 

 
 
WORKSESSION – 6:00 p.m. 
 

1. The Board was provided a presentation from Chris Veenstra of Watkins Ross and 
reviewed a memorandum dated January 6th regarding Retiree Health Care (OPEB) 
outlining various options and alternatives.   
 
The Board instructed Cargo to solicit input on various options from non-union, full-time 
staff at an “all employee meeting”.  The results of the employee input will be provided at 
the February 9th work session at which time Retiree Health Care will be 
reviewed/discussed further by the Board. 

 
REGULAR MEETING 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

Supervisor French called the regular meeting of the Grand Haven Charter Township 
Board to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

II. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 
 
III. ROLL CALL 

Board members present: French, Larsen, Behm, Hutchins, Meeusen, and Kieft. 
Board members absent: None. 
 
Also present were Manager Cargo, Planner Fedewa, Accounting Director Sandoval, Lt. 
Schrader, and Lt. Marshall. 

 
IV.       APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA 
  

Motion by Meeusen and seconded by Kieft to approve the meeting agenda. Which 
motion carried. 

 
V. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

1. Approve December 22, 2014 Special Board Minutes 
2. Approve Payment of Invoices in the amount of $429,591.24 (A/P checks of 

$237,042.53 and payroll of $192,548.71) 
3. Approve Millhouse Court Water Main Extension Bid Documents 

 
Motion by Meeusen and seconded by Hutchins to approve the items listed on the 
Consent Agenda.  Which motion carried. 

  
VI. PRESENTATION 

John Cavanagh of Epic MRA provided the results of a telephone survey of 300 registered 
voters that gauged voter support for construction and additional ten (10) miles of pathway 
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at an estimated cost of $4.15 million.  The Board instructed Cargo to add discussion of 
the possible pathway construction/millage election to the January 26th Board work 
session. 

 
VII. OLD BUSINESS 

1. Cargo reviewed the 2014 Project List with the Township Board.  Due to time 
constraints, elected officials will contact Cargo directly with any questions or 
comments 

 
2. Motion by French and supported by Meeusen to approve the 2015 Business Plan and 

instruct Cargo to provide quarterly updates to the full Board during a work session in 
March, June, September and December.  Which motion carried. 

 
 VIII. NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Motion by Kieft and supported by Behm to postpone further action of the proposed 
ordinance to adopt the International Fire Code and Reference Standards to the 
January 26th Board meeting.  This is a first reading.  Which motion carried. 
 

2. Motion by French and supported by Hutchins to accept the resignation of Trustee 
Larsen from the Grand Haven Charter Township Board due to Larsen’s appointment 
as Township Clerk pursuant to her letter dated January 2, 2015.  Which motion 
carried. 

 
The Board instructed staff to solicit township residents interested in the Trustee 
position through an advertisement in the Tribune and on the Township’s web site.  
Staff will note in the advertisements that the position is an elected position, outline 
responsibilities, and that any interested party must complete an application form and 
include an application letter. 

 
IX. REPORTS AND CORESPONDENCE 

a. Correspondence was reviewed 
b. Committee Reports  
c. Manager’s Report, including: 

i. November Legal Review 
ii. December Construction Report 

iii. December Ordinance Enforcement Report 
d. Others 

 
X. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Laird Schaefer (12543 Wilderness Trail) asked the status of improvements to Robbins 
Road pursuant to the joint 2010 Robbins Road Access Management Plan.  Cargo will 
report back to Schaefer and the Board. 

  
XI. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Larsen and seconded by Behm to adjourn the meeting at 7:51 p.m. Which 
motion carried.  
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Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Laurie Larsen 
Grand Haven Charter Township Clerk 
 
Karl French 
Grand Haven Charter Township Supervisor 
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