
GRAND HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD 

MONDAY, MARCH 9, 2015 
 

WORK SESSION – CANCELLED 
 

REGULAR MEETING – 7:00 P.M. 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER  

 

II. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

 

III. ROLL CALL 

 

IV. APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA  
 

V. CONSENT AGENDA 
1. Approve February 23, 2015 Regular Board Minutes  

2. Approve Payment of Invoices in the amount of $425,404.27  (A/P checks of  

$316,411.74 and payroll of $108,992.53) 

3. Approve Engineering Agreement with Prein & Newhof for 2015 Pathway Repairs 

($27,400) 

4. Authorize Bidding for the Hidden Creek Lift Station Rehabilitation Project 

5. Authorize Inspection Fee Increase for Mechanical/Plumbing Inspections for Bob 

Modreske (Increase from $45 to $50) 

6. Approve National Library Week Proclamation (per request of Loutit District Library) 

 

VI. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

1. Rezoning application of parcels 70-03-33-400-011 and 70-03-33-400-012 (Shape 

Corporation) from Agricultural (AG) to Industrial (I-1) 

2. Zoning Text Amendments 
 

VII. OLD BUSINESS 

1. First Reading - Rezoning of parcels 70-03-33-400-011 and 70-03-33-400-012  from 

Agricultural (AG) to Industrial (I-1) 
2. First Reading – Zoning Text Amendments 

 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

None 

 

IX. REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Correspondence 

2. Committee Reports  

3. Manager’s Report 

a. February Building Report 

4. Others 

 

X. EXTENDED PUBLIC COMMENTS/QUESTIONS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS ONLY 

(LIMITED TO THREE MINUTES, PLEASE.) 

 

XI. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 



NOTE: The public will be given an opportunity to comment on any agenda item when the item is brought 

up for discussion.  The supervisor will initiate comment time. 
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GRAND HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2015 

 

 

WORKSESSION – 6:00 p.m. 

 

1. The Board discussed Retiree Medical Health plan and instructed staff to complete the 

following: 

a. Discontinue the retiree health insurance program through a buyout of the current 

program of the seventeen (17) full-time, non-union staff currently covered; 

b. Utilize the buyout figures calculated by Watkins Ross as delineated on page six of the 

February 5
th

 memorandum; 

c. Allow the employees a choice of either placing the monies in a pension account or a 

Retirement Health Savings Account; 

d. Meet individually with each employee to assist them in a choice and assist the 

employees to avoid any potential tax liability; 

e. Determine a pay-out period of between one and three years based upon budget 

considerations, employee tax liability, and other factors; and,  

f. Prepare the necessary budget amendments to implement the aforementioned. 

g. Report back to the Board within a month of options employees choices and 

appropriate paperwork. 

 

The Board also noted that it would continue the current Retiree Medical Health plan for 

the four (4) current retirees and the six (6) full-time IAFF union members and instructed 

staff to transfer the monies necessary to cover these OPEB costs from the existing special 

revenue account into a trust account. 

 

2. The Board reviewed the 2015 Project List with Superintendent Cargo and added the 

following amendments: 

a. Deadline for “Review of Internal Controls” will be June of 2015; and,  

b. Deadline for the “Purchase of hand-held GPS location device” will be July of 2015. 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

Supervisor French called the regular meeting of the Grand Haven Charter Township 

Board to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

II. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

 

III. ROLL CALL 

Board members present: French, Larsen, Meeusen, Behm, Hutchins, Redick and 

Kieft. 

Board members absent:  
 

Also present was Manager Cargo. 
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IV.       APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA 

  

Motion by Larsen and seconded by Hutchins to approve the meeting agenda.  Which 

motion carried. 

 

V. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

1. Approve February 9, 2015 Board Minutes  

2. Approve Payment of Invoices in the amount of $232,587.40 (A/P checks of 

$147,463.71 and payroll of $85,123.69) 

3. Approve Appointment of Trustee Behm to Zoning Board of Appeals with a term 

ending 11/30/2016 

4. Approve 2015 Dust Palliative Contract with "Michigan Chloride Sales" ($30,560) 

5. Approve Contract with "Utility Financial Solutions" for 2015 Water/Sewer Cost of 

Service Rate Study ($17,600) 

 

Motion by Kieft and seconded by Meeusen to approve the items listed on the Consent 

Agenda.  Which motion carried. 

  

VI. OLD BUSINESS 

1. Motion by French and supported by Behm to approve and adopt Resolution No. 15-

02-02 which approves the “Explore the Grand Region: A Community Parks and 

Recreation Plan in Northwest Ottawa County, 2015 – 2019”.  Which motion 

carried, as indicated by the following roll call vote: 

Ayes: Larsen, Hutchins, Kieft, Meeusen, Redick, Behm, and French 

Nays: 

Absent:  

 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Motion by French and supported by Hutchins to enter closed session at 7:05 p.m. 

both to consider the contents of a written opinion from the Township attorney, and to 

consider the purchase or lease of real property.  Which motion carried, as indicated 

by the following roll call vote: 

Ayes: Behm, Hutchins, Meeusen, Redick, Kieft, French, and Larsen 

Nays: 

Absent:  

   

Motion by Larsen and supported Behm to exit closed session at 7:28 p.m.  Which 

motion carried 
 

IX. REPORTS AND CORESPONDENCE 

a. Correspondence was reviewed 

b. Committee Reports  

i. Larsen noted that a Personnel Committee meeting is scheduled for 

Tuesday, March 3
rd

 at 7:30 in the main conference room. 

c. Managers Report, which included: 

i. January Legal Review 
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ii. January Law Enforcement Review 

d. Others 

 

 

X. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Laird Schaefer (12543 Wilderness Trail) thanked staff for following through on 

amendments to the regional Parks and Recreation Plan.   

 

XI. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Larsen and seconded by Behm to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 p.m. Which 

motion carried.  
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Laurie Larsen 

Grand Haven Charter Township Clerk 

 

 

Karl French 

Grand Haven Charter Township Supervisor 
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Community Development Memo 
 

 DATE:  March 3, 2015 

 

 TO:  Township Board 

 

 FROM: Fedewa 

 

RE:  Shape Corp – Rezoning Applications (AG to I-1) 

 

 

Shape Corp has applied to rezone two unimproved parcels next to their building along 172
nd

 

Avenue (70-03-33-400-011 & 70-03-33-400-012). Each parcel is approximately 10 acres in size. 

 

 

The rezoning application was tested against the “Three C’s” evaluation method described in the 

2009 Master Plan. 



2 | P a g e  

 

 

 

COMPATIBILITY 

 

Parcels border Industrial land on the north, east, and southern lot lines (including land within the 

City of Grand Haven).  

 

The land west of 172
nd

 Avenue is currently zoned AG, but the Future Land Use Map plans for the 

area to be zoned Commercial (staff notes that approximately 9 acres was recently split from this 

AG parcel and a PUD-Commercial application is currently under staff review). 

 

CONSISTENCY 

 

Proposed rezoning is consistent with the existing, and future, land uses. Additionally, the 

application exceeds the minimum lot size requirement of 1 acre. 

 

The applicant anticipates constructing a parking lot to accommodate the growing business. The use 

has minimal impact compared to the existing intensive industrial uses that surround the parcels.  

 

CAPABILITY 

 

Parcels are currently serviced with the minimum infrastructure requirements described in the 

Master Plan (i.e., natural gas, municipal water and sewer, and direct access to a paved public 

roadway). 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

On February 16
th

 the Planning Commission adopted a motion to recommend the Township Board 

approve the rezoning of the two parcels owned by Shape Corp. If the Township Board agrees with 

the aforementioned recommendation, the following motion can be offered: 

 

Motion by ______________, supported by _______________ to postpone further 

action until March 23
rd

 on the proposed rezoning of parcels 70-03-33-400-011 

and 70-03-33-400-012 from Agricultural (AG) to Industrial   (I-1). This is the 

first reading. 

 

 

Please contact me prior to the meeting if you have questions. 
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Community Development Memo 
 

 DATE:  March 3, 2015 

 

 TO:  Township Board 

 

 FROM: Fedewa 

 

RE:  Clerical Revisions to Zoning Ordinance 

 

 

It was recently brought to staff’s attention there are several revisions needed to the Zoning 

Ordinance. The revisions are clerical in nature, and are intended to refine the Ordinance. 

 

Revisions include: 

1. Correcting the I-1A zoning district name (Corridor Industrial). 

a. Adding the zoning district to the appropriate locations throughout the Ordinance 

(e.g., schedule limiting height, bulk, density, and area by zoning district). 

2. Clarifying the minimum lot area design requirements for districts that allow multiple-

family housing units (square feet per dwelling unit). 

3. Adding “Colleges” to the list of Special Land Uses. 

4. Adding RP to the number of permitted accessory buildings for lots over 1 acre.  

5. Correcting the height for accessory structures on a one acre lot. 

 

On February 16
th

 the Planning Commission adopted a motion to recommend the Township Board 

approve the proposed clerical revisions. If the Township Board agrees with the aforementioned, 

the following motion can be offered: 

 

Motion by, _____________ supported by, _____________ to postpone further 

action until March 23
rd

 on the proposed Zoning Text Amendment Ordinance 

addressing clerical revisions. This is the first reading. 

 

 

Please contact me prior to the meeting with questions or concerns. 
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Draft Date 

02/06/14 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. ____ 

 

ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT ORDINANCE 

 

 

 AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF GRAND 

HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP, OTTAWA COUNTY, MICHIGAN, BY 

ADDRESSING ZONING DISTRICTS; DESIGN REQUIREMENTS; SPECIAL 

LAND USES; ACCESSORY BUILDINGS; HEIGHT RESTRICTIONS; CORNER 

LOTS; SIGN REGULATIONS; AND THE EFFECTIVE DATE FOR THIS 

ORDINANCE. 

 

 GRAND HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP, COUNTY OF OTTAWA, AND STATE OF 

MICHIGAN, ORDAINS: 

 

 Section 1.  Districts Established.  The following addition shall be made to Section 3.01 of 

the Grand Haven Charter Township Zoning Ordinance (the rest of Section 3.01 as currently stated 

shall remain as stated in its entirety). 

 

 I-1A   Corridor Industrial District (amend. by ord. no. 511 eff. June 10, 2012) 

 

 Section 2.  R-2 Design Requirements.  The following revision shall be made to the table in 

Section 9.04.1 of the Grand Haven Charter Township Zoning Ordinance (the rest of Section 9.04.1 

as currently stated shall remain as stated in its entirety). 

 

Minimum Lot area 

13,000 square feet, or 

13,000 square feet per Dwelling Unit, 

whichever is greater 

 

 Section 3.  R-3 Design Requirements.  The following revision shall be made to the table in 

Section 10.04.1 of the Grand Haven Charter Township Zoning Ordinance (the rest of Section 

10.04.1 as currently stated shall remain as stated in its entirety). 

 

Minimum Lot area 

7,500 square feet, or 

7,500 square feet per Dwelling Unit, 

whichever is greater 

 

 Section 4.  R-3.5 Design Requirements.  The following restatement shall be made of the 

table in Section 11.04.1 of the Grand Haven Charter Township Zoning Ordinance (the rest of 

Section 11.04.1 as currently stated shall remain as stated in its entirety). 
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Adjacent District 

 
Requirement 

 
Minimum Lot area per  

Dwelling Unit 

 
AG/RP/RR/LDR 

 
9,000 square feet 

 
R-1/R-2 

 
7,800 square feet 

 
R-3 

 
4,500 square feet 

 
R-3.5/R-4/R-5/C-1/I-1/I-1A 

 
3,000 square feet 

 
Minimum Lot width 

 
100 feet 

 
Maximum height of structures 

 
2½ stories, or 35 feet, whichever is lower 

 
Front yard setback 

 
50 feet 

 
Rear yard setback 

 
50 feet 

Side yard setback 

 
Each side yard setback shall be at least 10 feet;  both 

side yard setbacks combined shall be at least 30 feet  

(ord. no. 309 eff. 2/22/99;  amend. by ord. no. 376 eff. 

6/21/03) 

Minimum floor area per  

Dwelling Unit 

 
AG/RR/RP/LDR/R-1/ 

R-2/R-3 

 
884 square feet 

 
R-3.5/R-4/R-5/C-1/I-1/I-1A 

 
832 square feet 

Maximum number of Dwelling 

Units/Building 

 
AG/RR/RP/LDR/R-1/R-2 

 
4 units 

 
R-3 

 
8 units 

 
R-3.5/R-4/R-5 

 
16 units 

 
C-1/I-1/I-1A 

 
24 units 

Footnotes from Chapter 21 – 

Schedule of District Regulations 

shall apply 

 
AG/RR/RP 

 
2; 5; 6; 8; 11; 12; 13; 14 

 
LDR/R-1/R-2/R-3/ 

R-3.5/R-4/R-5/C-1/I-1/I-1A 

 
2; 5; 6; 8; 12; 13; 14 

 

 Section 5.  R-4 Design Requirements.  The following revision shall be made to the table in 

Section 12.04.1 of the Grand Haven Charter Township Zoning Ordinance (the rest of Section 

12.04.1 as currently stated shall remain as stated in its entirety). 

 

Minimum Lot area 

3,000 square feet, or 

3,000 square feet per Dwelling Unit, 

whichever is greater 
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 Section 6.  Chapter 16A.  The title for Chapter 16A of the Grand Haven Charter Township 

Zoning Ordinance shall be restated in its entirety as follows (the rest of Chapter 16A as currently 

stated shall remain as stated in its entirety). 

 

 I-1A CORRIDOR INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT 

 

 Section 7.  Special Land Use Specific Requirements.  The following addition shall be made 

to the numerical list of special land uses in Section 19.07 of the Grand Haven Charter Township 

Zoning Ordinance (the rest of the numerical list of special uses of Section 19.07 as currently stated 

shall remain as stated in its entirety). 

 

 7A. Colleges. (amend. by ord. no. 504 eff. December 11, 2011) 

  

 Section 8.  Location of Wireless Telecommunications Towers and Antennas.  The following 

addition shall be made to Section 19.07.45.G(6) of the Grand Haven Charter Township Zoning 

Ordinance (the rest of Section 19.07.45 as currently stated shall remain as stated in its entirety). 

 

 b-1)   I-1A   Corridor Industrial District 

 

 Section 9.  Number of Accessory Buildings.  Section 20.03.1.G(2) of the Grand Haven 

Charter Township Zoning Ordinance shall be restated in its entirety as follows (the rest of Section 

20.03.1.G as currently stated shall remain as stated in its entirety). 

 

 In districts RP, RR, LDR, and R-1 through R-5, on Lots which are one (1) acre or 

greater in size, two (2) residential Accessory Buildings are allowed. 

 

 Section 10.  Height Restrictions.  Section 20.03.1.I(2) of the Grand Haven Charter Township 

Zoning Ordinance shall be restated in its entirety as follows (the rest of Section 20.03.1.I as 

currently stated shall remain as stated in its entirety). 

 

 In all residential zoning districts, on Lots of less than one (1) acre, no detached 

Accessory Building shall exceed twenty (20) feet in height. 

 

 Section 11.  Corner Lots in Commercial and Industrial Zoning Districts.  Section 20.19.5.B 

of the Grand Haven Charter Township Zoning Ordinance shall be restated in its entirety as follows 

(the rest of Section 20.19.5 as currently stated shall remain in its entirety). 

 

 B. Commercial and Industrial Zoning Districts. For a corner lot which is 

completely within a C-1, I-1, or I-1A District, the setback along the 

secondary lot line(s) shall not be less than forty (40) feet. All other setbacks 

shall comply with the minimum setback requirements of the zoning district 

within which the lot is located. The minimum lot width for a lot on a cul-de-

sac or other irregularly shaped lot shall be measured at the front yard setback 

line and shall not be diminished throughout the rest of the lot. Such lots shall 

have a minimum width of forty (40) feet at the front property line. 

   

 Section 12.  Schedule Limiting Height, Bulk, Density, and Area by Zoning District.  Section 

21.02 of the Grand Haven Charter Township Zoning Ordinance shall be restated in its entirety as 

follows. 
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Minimum 

Lot Area (per 

Dwelling Unit 

where applicable) 

in Sq Ft or Acres 

Minimum Lot 

Width in Feet 

Maximum Height 

of Structures Front 

Minimum Side Yard  

Setback in Feet Rear 

Minimum 

Floor Area 

per Dwelling 

Unit in 

Sq Feet 

Maximum 

Number of 

Units per 

Building 

Footnotes 

Stories Feet One Side Total Of Two 

 AG Agricultural 20 Acres 330 2.5 35 50 20 50 50 1,100 N/A 1; 8; 9; 11; 18 

 RP Rural Preserve 10 Acres 330 2.5 35 50 20 50 50 1,240 N/A 1; 8; 9; 11; 14 

 RR Rural Residential 45,000 150 2.5 35 50 20 50 50 1,100 N/A 2; 8; 9; 11; 17 

 LDR Low Density Residential 25,000 125 2.5 35 50 20 40 50 1,240 N/A 2; 8; 10; 17 

 R-1 Single Family Residential 15,000 100 2.5 35 50 15 35 50 1,240 N/A 2; 8; 10; 13; 15; 16; 17 

 R-2 Single Family Residential 13,000 80 2.5 35 50 10 25 50 1,100 N/A 2; 8; 9; 13; 15; 17 

 R-3 Two Family Residential 7,500 100 2.5 35 50 10 25 50 1,100 N/A 2; 5; 7; 8; 13; 17 

 R-3.5 Restricted Multiple Family Residential  
 

             Adjacent to AG District 9,000 100 2.5 35 50 10 30 50 884 4 2; 5; 6; 8; 11; 12; 13; 14 

             Adjacent to RP District 9,000 100 2.5 35 50 10 30 50 884 4 2; 5; 6; 8; 11; 12; 13; 14 

             Adjacent to RR District 9,000 100 2.5 35 50 10 30 50 884 4 2; 5; 6; 8; 11; 12; 13; 14 

             Adjacent to LDR District 9,000 100 2.5 35 50 10 30 50 884 4 2; 5; 6; 8; 11; 12; 13; 14 

             Adjacent to R-1 District 7,800 100 2.5 35 50 10 30 50 884 4 2; 5; 6; 8; 12; 13; 14 

             Adjacent to R-2 District 7,800 100 2.5 35 50 10 30 50 884 4 2; 5; 6; 8; 12; 13; 14 

             Adjacent to R-3 District 4,500 100 2.5 35 50 10 30 50 884 8 2; 5; 6; 8; 12; 13; 14 

             Adjacent to R-3.5 District 3,000 100 2.5 35 50 10 30 50 832 16 2; 5; 6; 8; 12; 13; 14 

             Adjacent to R-4 District 3,000 100 2.5 35 50 10 30 50 832 16 2; 5; 6; 8; 12; 13; 14 

             Adjacent to R-5 District 3,000 100 2.5 35 50 10 30 50 832 16 2; 5; 6; 8; 12; 13; 14 

             Adjacent to C-1 3,000 100 2.5 35 50 10 30 50 832 24 2; 5; 6; 8; 12; 13; 14 

             Adjacent to I-1 3,000 100 2.5 35 50 10 30 50 832 24 2; 5; 6; 8; 12; 13; 14 

             Adjacent to I-1A 3,000 100 2.5 35 50 10 30 50 832 24 2; 5; 6; 8; 12; 13; 14 

 R-4 Multiple Family Residential 3,000 100 2.5 35 50 10 30 30 884 N/A 2; 3; 5; 6; 7; 8; 13 

 R-5 Manufactured Mobile Home Park See Chapter 13 For Regulations Governing Manufactured Mobile Home Parks 

 S P Service Professional 25,000 100 2.5 35 50 5 10 25 N/A N/A 4; 8 

 C-1 Commercial 35,000 110 2.5 35 50 9 18 20 N/A N/A 4; 8 

 I-1 Industrial 1 Acre 110 2.5 35 75 20 40 25 N/A N/A 4; 8 

 I-1A Corridor Industrial 1 Acre 110 2.5 35 75 5 10 25 N/A N/A 4; 8 
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 Section 13.  Schedule of Sign Regulations.  In Section 24.13 of the Grand Haven Charter 

Township Zoning Ordinance, the heading which states "I-1 INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT - 

PERMITTED SIGNS" shall be restated as follows (the rest of Section 24.13 as currently stated 

shall remain as stated in its entirety). 

 

 I-1 INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT AND I-1A CORRIDOR INDUSTRIAL 

DISTRICT - PERMITTED SIGNS 

 

 Section 14. Effective Date.  This amendment to the Grand Haven Charter Township 

Zoning Ordinance was approved and adopted by the Township Board of Grand Haven Charter 

Township, Ottawa County, Michigan on __________________, 2015, after a public hearing as 

required pursuant to Michigan Act 110 of 2006, as amended; after introduction and a first 

reading on ____________________, 2015, and after posting and publication following such first 

reading as required by Michigan Act 359 of 1947, as amended. This Ordinance shall be effective 

on ____________________, 2015, which date is the eighth day after publication of a Notice of 

Adoption and Posting of the Zoning Text Amendment Ordinance in the Grand Haven Tribune, 

as required by Section 401 of Act 110, as amended. However, this effective date shall be 

extended as necessary to comply with the requirements of Section 402 of Act 110, as amended. 

 

 

 

______________________________  ______________________________ 

Karl French,      Laurie Larsen, 

Township Supervisor     Township Clerk 
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CERTIFICATE 
 

 

 I, Laurie Larsen, the Clerk for the Charter Township of Grand Haven, Ottawa County, 

Michigan, certify that the foregoing Grand Haven Charter Township Zoning Text Amendment 

Ordinance was adopted at a regular meeting of the Township Board held on ________________, 

2015. The following members of the Township Board were present at that meeting: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________. The following members of the 

Township Board were absent: _____________________________________________________.  

The Ordinance was adopted by the Township Board with members of the Board ____________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________ voting in favor and members of the 

Board _______________________________________________ voting in opposition.  Notice of 

Adoption of the Ordinance was published in the Grand Haven Tribune on _________________, 

2015. 

       _______________________________ 

       Laurie Larsen 

       Township Clerk 
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