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GRAND HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2015 

 
 
WORKSESSION – 6:00 p.m. 

 
1. The Board discussed the proposal for developing a Township Facebook page and the 

rules and regulations that would govern the social media account.  
 
There was a consensus to move forward with a Facebook page with the following 
requirements: 
 Report back to the Board after 30-day, 60-day, and 90-day with on-going reports 

thereafter every six months (e.g., statistics on usage, any issues or problems, 
number of postings, etc.); 

 Include “tag lines” with every posting that will direct users to either the Township 
website or an individual for more information or questions. 

 Include statistics in the Weekly Report regarding web site usage on a regular 
basis.  

 
2. The Board discussed the Buchanan Street Road End and the 1996 Settlement Agreement 

with regard to improvements and soil erosion.  The Board instructed staff to gather 
information and costs on the use of “handicapped mats” to help control erosion and/or 
stairs on the certain “steep” areas of the beach access. 

 
REGULAR MEETING 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

The regular meeting of the Grand Haven Charter Township Board was called to order at 
7:00 p.m. 
 

II. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 
 
III. ROLL CALL 

Board members present: Behm, Larsen, Hutchins, Meeusen, and Redick. 
Board members absent: French, Kieft  
 
Also present were Manager Cargo, Assessor Chalifoux, and Planner Fedewa. 
 
Without objection, the Board appointed Trustee Redick as the President Pro Tem.   

 
IV.       APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA 
  

Motion by Clerk Larsen and seconded by Trustee Meeusen to approve the meeting 
agenda. Which motion carried. 

 
V. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

1. Approve September 14, 2015 Regular Board Minutes  
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2. Approve Payment of Invoices in the amount of $276,392.00 (A/P checks of 
$188,834.62 and payroll of $87,557.38) 

3. Approve Contract Extension for "Electrical Inspection Services, Inc." 
 

Motion by Trustee Hutchins and seconded by Clerk Larsen to approve the items listed on 
the Consent Agenda.  Which motion carried. 

 
VI. PUBLIC HEARING – Truth-in-Taxation 

President Pro Tem Redick opened the public hearing on the on the proposed increase of 
0.0615 mills in the operating millage rate to be levied for the upcoming fiscal Year at 
7:02 p.m. 
 
Assessor Chalifoux reviewed the memorandum regarding the millage rate, noting that the 
Township portion of the millage rate would decline from 4.0471 mills to 4.0121 due to 
the declining water debt millage rate. 
 
Stephen Marotti (15707 High Ridge Drive) requested a brief explanation of the Truth-in-
Taxation procedure. 
 
President Pro Tem Redick closed the public hearing at 7:05 p.m. 

 
VII. OLD BUSINESS 

1. Motion by Trustee Meeusen and seconded by Trustee Hutchins to approve 
Resolution 15-09-05 approving the levy of an additional allowable millage rate of 
0.0615 and authorizing the Supervisor and Clerk to sign the L-4029 2015 Tax Rate 
Request form. Which motion carried, as indicated by the following roll call vote: 
Ayes: Larsen, Hutchins, Meeusen, Redick, Behm 
Nays: 
Absent: French, Kieft 
 

2. Motion by Trustee Hutchins and seconded by Trustee Behm to approve Resolution 
15-09-06 that adds Section 7.25 “Social Media Policy” to the Personnel Policies and 
Procedures Manual. Which motion carried, as indicated by the following roll call 
vote: 
Ayes: Behm, Hutchins, Meeusen, Redick, Larsen 
Nays: 
Absent: French, Kieft 
 

3. Motion by Clerk Larsen and seconded by Trustee Hutchins to approve and adopt the 
proposed amendment to the Parks Rules and Regulations Ordinance pertaining to the 
possession of firearms.  This is a second reading.  Which motion carried, as 
indicated by the following roll call vote: 
Ayes: Meeusen, Behm, Hutchins, Larsen, Redick 
Nays: 
Absent: French, Kieft 
 

4. Motion by Trustee Hutchins and seconded by Trustee Meeusen to approve and adopt 
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the proposed amendment to the Water Rate Ordinance, which implements a 3% per 
year increase between 2016 and 2020.  This is a second reading.  Which motion 
carried, as indicated by the following roll call vote: 
Ayes: Hutchins, Larsen, Behm, Meeusen, Redick 
Nays: 
Absent: French, Kieft 
 

5. Motion by Trustee Hutchins and seconded by Clerk Larsen to approve and adopt the 
proposed amendment to the Sewer Rate Ordinance, which implements a 3% per year 
increase between 2016 and 2020.  This is a second reading.  Which motion carried, 
as indicated by the following roll call vote: 
Ayes: Meeusen, Behm, Larsen, Redick, Hutchins 
Nays: 
Absent: French, Kieft 

 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

1. Motion by Trustee Hutchins and seconded by Clerk Larsen to postpone further 
consideration of the Zoning Map Amendment Ordinance concerning the rezoning of 
16920 Ferris Street, Parcel No. 70-07-09-400-005, from Rural Residential (RR) to 
Service/Professional, until the October 12th Board meeting.  This is a first reading. 
Which motion carried. 

 
IX. REPORTS AND CORESPONDENCE 

a. Correspondence was reviewed 
b. Committee Reports  

i. Trustee Hutchins noted that NORA was moving forward for a recreational 
facility millage in November of 2016. 

ii. Clerk Larsen noted that the Personnel Committee would meet on Tuesday, 
October 6th at 7:30 a.m. 

c. Manager’s Report 
i. August Legal Review 

d. Others 
i. President Pro Tem Redick noted that he would be absent from the October 

12th Board meeting. 
 

X. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None. 

  
XI. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Clerk Larsen and seconded by Trustee Behm to adjourn the meeting at 7:20 
p.m. Which motion carried.  

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Laurie Larsen 
Grand Haven Charter Township Clerk 
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Ron Redick 
Grand Haven Charter Township President Pro Tem 
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