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GRAND HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2015 

 
 
WORKSESSION – 6:00 p.m. 

 
1. The Board discussed priorities for the upcoming year and identified the following five 

priorities: 
a. Walkability within the Community including improvements to the Robbins Road 

corridor and the proposed pathway extension millage; 
b. Community Engagement for both parks and pathways; 
c. Harbor Transit and Transportation millage renewal; 
d. Monitoring health care costs and options as the Township transitions into the 

Affordable Health Care Act system; 
e. Re-draft of the Zoning Ordinance, and specifically reviewing the rules and 

regulations related to Planned Unit Developments; 
The Board requested that Manager Cargo prepare the 2016 Business Plan with the 
aforementioned. 

 
REGULAR MEETING 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

The regular meeting of the Grand Haven Charter Township Board was called to order at 
7:02 p.m. 
 

II. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 
 

III. ROLL CALL 
Board members present: French, Redick, Behm, Larsen, Hutchins, Meeusen, and 

Kieft. 
Board members absent:   
 
Also present was Manager Cargo and Assessing Director Chalifoux. 

 
IV. APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA 
  

Motion by Supervisor French and seconded by Trustee Meeusen to approve the meeting 
agenda. Which motion carried. 

 
V. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

1. Approve October 26, 2015 Regular Board Minutes  
2. Approve October 27, 2015 Board Work Session Minutes 
3. Approve Payment of Invoices in the amount of $586,170.37  (A/P checks of 

$493,453.41 and payroll of $92,716.96) 
4. Reappoint Mary Jane Belter to Parks & Recreation Committee for a term ending 

8/31/18 and also NORA Committee for a term ending 08/31/19. 
5. Reappoint Jacquelyn Thoroughman to Parks & Recreation Committee for a term 
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ending 08/31/18. 
6. Reappoint Jim Loftis to the Zoning Board of Appeals for a term ending 08/31/18. 

 
Motion by Treasurer Kieft and seconded by Trustee Hutchins to approve the items listed 
on the Consent Agenda.  Which motion carried. 
 

VI. PRESENTATION – David Miller – Chamber Economic Development Report 
 
VII. JOINT PUBLIC HEARING – Special Assessment Hearings 

 
Supervisor French opened the joint public hearing on the special assessment rolls for the 
December winter taxes at 7:18 p.m., which included the following: 

1. FY2015 Special Assessment Police Services Roll 
2. FY2015 Special Assessment Sewer Roll  
3. FY2015 Special Assessment Storm Drain Roll 
4. FY2015 Special Assessment Delinquent Water and Sewer Payments 
5. FY2015 Special Assessments Street Lighting Roll 
6. FY2015 Special Assessments Street Paving Roll 

 
 Assessing Director Chalifoux noted that all of the SAD collections have been previously 

affirmed by the Board through the Special Assessment process or state statutes.  Further, 
the actual assessment rolls were made available for public review and are also available 
at tonight’s Board meeting.  The actual monies that will be collected for these services 
are as follows: 
 Police Services SAD roll total    = $367,012.00 
 Sanitary Sewer SAD roll total   = $  43,528.35 
 Storm Drains SAD roll total    = $  39,683.46 
 Delinquent Water/Sewer SAD roll total  = $    1,103.16 
 Street Lighting SAD roll total   = $115,371.82 
 Street Paving SAD roll total   = $       717.99 

      TOTAL = $567,416.78 
 
 There being no further comments, Supervisor French closed the joint public hearing at 

7:20 p.m. 
 
VIII. OLD BUSINESS 

1. Motion by Trustee Meeusen and supported by Supervisor French to approve 
Resolution 15-11-01 that approves the $367,012 estimated Special Assessment 
service charge for police services.  Which motion carried, as indicated by the 
following roll call vote: 
Ayes: Larsen, Hutchins, Kieft, Meeusen, Redick, Behm, French 
Nays:  
Absent:  

 
2. Motion by Treasurer Kieft and supported by Trustee Hutchins to approve Resolution 

15-11-02 that approves the $43,528.35 estimated Special Assessment sewer charge.  
Which motion carried, as indicated by the following roll call vote: 
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Ayes: Behm, Hutchins, Meeusen, Redick, Kieft, French, Larsen  
Nays:  
Absent:  
 

3. Motion by Clerk Larsen and supported by Supervisor French to approve Resolution 
15-11-03 that approves the $39,683.46 estimated Special Assessment service charge 
for storm water maintenance.  Which motion carried, as indicated by the following 
roll call vote: 
Ayes: Kieft, French, Meeusen, Behm, Hutchins, Larsen, Redick 
Nays:  
Absent:  

 
4. Motion by Trustee Hutchins and supported by Clerk Larsen to approve Resolution 

15-11-04 that approves the $1,103.16 estimated Special Assessment service charge 
for delinquent water and sewer bills.  Which motion carried, as indicated by the 
following roll call vote: 
Ayes: Hutchins, Larsen, Kieft, French, Behm, Meeusen, Redick 
Nays:  
Absent:  
 

5. Motion by Trustee Redick and supported by Trustee Behm to approve Resolution 15-
11-05 that approves the $115,371.82 estimated Special Assessment service charge for 
street lighting.  Which motion carried, as indicated by the following roll call vote: 
Ayes: Meeusen, Behm, Larsen, Kieft, Redick, Hutchins, French 
Nays:  
Absent:  
 

6. Motion by Trustee Meeusen and supported by Clerk Larsen to approve Resolution 
15-11-06 that approves the $717.99 estimated Special Assessment service charge for 
street paving.  Which motion carried, as indicated by the following roll call vote: 
Ayes: French, Kieft, Behm, Meeusen, Larsen, Redick, Hutchins 
Nays:  
Absent:  
 

IX. NEW BUSINESS 
1. Motion by Supervisor French and supported by Trustee Meeusen to approve 

Resolution 15-11-07 restating the Grand Haven Charter Township Governmental 
Retirement Plan.  Which motion carried, as indicated by the following roll call vote: 
Ayes: Redick, Meeusen, Kieft, Hutchins, Larsen, French, Behm 
Nays:  
Absent:  

 
X. REPORTS AND CORESPONDENCE 

a. Correspondence was reviewed 
b. Committee Reports – Clerk Larsen noted that the Personnel Committee is 

scheduled to meet on Tuesday, December 1st at 7:30 a.m. 
c. Manager’s Report 



 
 -4- 

i. September Legal Review 
 The Board requested additional information on the Law/Walters land 

division 
 The Board requested additional information on the NORGC using the rifle 

range to “sight” rifles for deer season. 
ii. October  Ordinance Enforcement Report    

iii. October Building/Zoning Report 
d. Others - The Board requested that Manager Cargo provide costs and information 

on providing flags in the cemeteries for veterans and provide additional 
information on a program called “Wreaths Across America”. 

 
XI. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 Laird Schaefer (12543 Wilderness Trail) noted concern with providing flags since the 

Township would miss veterans without the identifying DT-214 form. 
  
XII. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Clerk Larsen and seconded by Trustee Hutchins to adjourn the meeting at 
7:40 p.m. Which motion carried.  

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Laurie Larsen 
Grand Haven Charter Township Clerk 
 
 
 
Karl French 
Grand Haven Charter Township Supervisor 
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