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GRAND HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2015 

 
WORKSESSION – 6:00 p.m. 
 

1. Chief Gerencer provided a verbal update regarding a proposal from Ottawa County 911 
to purchase a new $13 million, 800 MHz radio system to replace the four-year old VHF 
narrow band radio system. 

2. The Board reviewed the draft of the “2016 Board Business Plan” that identifies Board 
priorities for the upcoming fiscal year.  The Board requested that language 
acknowledging the pending Spectrum PUD application and a review of the Robbins Road 
Corridor plan be included.  The Plan will be placed on the December 14th Board meeting 
for adoption. 

3. The Board discussed scheduling an election for the renewal of Township's Harbor Transit 
and Transportation millage.  The Board instructed staff to prepare ballot language for 
placement of the renewal millage on the March Presidential Primary election.  

4. The Board instructed staff to draft a letter to property owners along the eastern border of 
Hofma Park and Forest Park for the properties that are adjacent and visible from the 
Parking lots and drives.  The letter is intended to have the homeowners voluntarily 
remove “junk” and piles of yard waste. 

 
REGULAR MEETING 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

Supervisor French called the regular meeting of the Grand Haven Charter Township 
Board to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

II. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 
 
III. ROLL CALL 

Board members present: French, Behm, Meeusen, Kieft, Hutchins and Larsen. 
Board members absent: Redick. 

 
Also present was Manager Cargo. 

 
IV.       APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA 
  

Motion by Clerk Larsen and seconded by Trustee Hutchins to approve the meeting 
agenda. Which motion carried. 

 
V. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 

1. Approve November 9, 2015 Board Minutes 
2. Approve Payment of Invoices in the amount of $245,288.25 (A/P checks of 

$139,481.18 and payroll of $105,807.07) 
3. Approve Six-Month Extension of Tentative Preliminary Plat Approval for Lincoln 

Pines, Phase I 
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4. Re-Appointment Dave Fritz to Parks & Recreation Committee for a term ending 
8/31/18.  
 

Motion by Treasurer Kieft and seconded by Trustee Meeusen to approve the items listed 
on the Consent Agenda.  Which motion carried. 

 
VI. PUBLIC HEARING – “Truth In Budgeting” 2016 Fiscal Year Budget 

Supervisor French opened the public hearing on the proposed 2015 Township Budget 
rolls at 7:03 p.m. 

 
Manager Cargo provided a brief overview of the proposed 2016 budget noting that the 
total budget was about $9.479 million.  Manager Cargo noted that a copy of the budget 
had been maintained at the lobby for public review. 
 
No other public comments were heard. 
 
Supervisor French closed the hearing at 7:04 p.m. 
 

VII. OLD BUSINESS 
 

1. Motion by Supervisor French and supported by Trustee Meeusen to adopt Resolution 
15-11-08 that approves the FY 2016 Budget, as proposed.  Which motion carried, as 
indicated by the following roll call vote: 
Ayes: Larsen, Kieft, Meeusen, Behm, French 
Nays: Hutchins 
Absent: Redick  
 

 VIII. NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Motion by Treasurer Kieft and supported by Trustee Hutchins to adopt Resolution 
15-11-09 proposed State Legislation on speed limits.  Which motion carried, as 
indicated by the following roll call vote: 
Ayes: Behm, Hutchins, Meeusen, Kieft, French, Larsen 
Nays:  
Absent: Redick 
 
Laird Schaefer (12543 Wilderness Trail) noted that the Policy Committee at the West 
Michigan Shoreline Regional Development Commission has not yet taken a position 
on this issue and have requested further information on the so-called 85% speed limit 
rule. 
 

2. Motion by Clerk Larsen and supported by Trustee Behm to authorize the Township 
Supervisor and Clerk to execute the proposed fourth Amendment to the Restated 
Sewer Authority Articles of Incorporation.  Which motion carried. 

  
IX. REPORTS AND CORESPONDENCE 

a. Correspondence was reviewed 
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b. Committee Reports – Personnel Committee will meet in December 1st at 7:30 a.m. 
c. Manager’s Report 

i. October Department of Public Services report 
ii. October Community Oriented Police Services (COPS) report 

iii. October legal review. 
d. Others 

i. Clerk Larsen noted that the proposed purchase of voting machines by Ottawa 
County will be delayed due to issues with the RFP and state funding. 

ii. Clerk Larsen noted that Representative Price was not successful in changing 
the posting requirements from local newspapers to local websites.  

 
X. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 No Comments were offered. 
  
XI. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Clerk Larsen and seconded by Trustee Behm to adjourn the meeting at 7:17 
p.m. Which motion carried.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

  
 

Laurie Larsen 
Grand Haven Charter Township Clerk 
 
 
 
Karl French 
Grand Haven Charter Township Supervisor 
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