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GRAND HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2015 

 
 
WORKSESSION – 6:00 p.m. 

 
1. Attorney Bultje reviewed a memorandum regarding the Witteveen Trust, which 

properties are covered by the restrictions, and which properties are included with the 
residual of the Trust that must be sold for the proceeds. 
 
The Board requested that Attorney Bultje attend the next Community Engagement 
subcommittee meeting and explain the same perimeters of the Trust document to the 
members and attending public. 
 

2. Public Services Director VerBerkmoes answer “Six Questions” regarding the department. 
 
REGULAR MEETING 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

The regular meeting of the Grand Haven Charter Township Board was called to order at 
7:10 p.m. 
 

II. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 
 
III. ROLL CALL 

Board members present: Behm, Larsen, Hutchins, Meeusen, and Kieft. 
Board members absent: French, Redick  
 
Also present were Manager Cargo and Planner Fedewa. 
 
Without objection, the Board appointed Treasurer Kieft as the President Pro Tem.   

 
IV.       APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA 
  

Motion by Trustee Hutchins and seconded by Trustee Behm to approve the meeting 
agenda. Which motion carried. 

 
 
V. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

1. Approve September 28, 2015 Regular Board Minutes  
2. Approve Payment of Invoices in the amount of $485,451.950 (A/P checks of 

$396,076.23 and payroll of $89,375.72) 
 

Motion by Clerk Larsen and seconded by Trustee Hutchins to approve the items listed on 
the Consent Agenda.  Which motion carried. 
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VI. OLD BUSINESS 
1. Motion by President Pro Tem Kieft and seconded by Trustee Hutchins to approve 

and adopt the Zoning Map Amendment Ordinance concerning the rezoning of 16920 
Ferris Street, Parcel No. 70-07-09-400-005, from Rural Residential (RR) to 
Service/Professional (SP).  This is a second reading. Which motion carried, as 
indicated by the following roll call vote: 
Ayes: Hutchins, Behm, Kieft, Larsen, Meeusen 
Nays: 
Absent: French, Redick 
 

2. Motion by Clerk Larsen and seconded by Trustee Hutchins to approve Resolution 15-
10-01 that amends Section 7.24 “Workplace Violence Policy and Procedures” to the 
Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual. Which motion carried, as indicated by 
the following roll call vote: 
Ayes: Meeusen, Larsen, Kieft, Behm, Hutchins 
Nays: 
Absent: French, Redick 

 
VII. NEW BUSINESS 

None 
 
IX. REPORTS AND CORESPONDENCE 

a. Correspondence was reviewed 
b. Committee Reports  
c. Manager’s Report 

i. September Building Report 
ii. September Ordinance Enforcement Review 

iii. Joint Meeting of the Board and Planning Commission is scheduled for 
Monday, October 19th at 6:00 p.m. 

d. Others 
 

X. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
a. Ken Lampe (509 Franklin Avenue) noted that he was the attorney who wrote the 

Trust and that the Quit Claim Deed from the bank stated that the deed restriction 
was on both parcels of property.  Requested that both properties be developed into 
a nature preserve regardless of the legal arguments regarding the actual trust 
document. 

b. Dave Reenders (16697 Johnson Street) believes that common sense would dictate 
that both parcels be developed as a nature preserve.  He also asked if the so-called 
“Parcel B” would have to be sold by the Township as part of the residual of the 
estate. 

c. Ray Nelson (16586 Sleeper Street) feels that the both parcels along Sleeper Street 
should be developed as a nature preserve.  He also asked to be informed of the 
next Community Engagement Subcommittee meeting. 

d. Sue Robertson (13252 Hidden Creek Drive) noted that the Community 
Engagement subcommittee was not intended to address issues surrounding the 
Witteveen Estate; but, was charged with designing the Community Engagement 
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process.  Believes that Witteveen wanted the entire property to be developed as a 
nature preserve and expressed concern that not following this “intent” might 
prevent others from contributing to the Township. 

  
XI. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Clerk Larsen and seconded by Trustee Behm to adjourn the meeting at 7:38 
p.m. Which motion carried.  

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Laurie Larsen 
Grand Haven Charter Township Clerk 
 
 
 
William Kieft, III 
Grand Haven Charter Township President Pro Tem 
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