
GRAND HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD

MONDAY, MARCH 25, 2013

WORK SESSION – 6 p.m.

1. Superintendent Cargo and Public Works Director VerBerkmoes presented a Power Point
presentation on Community Development, IT Services, and Administration.

REGULAR MEETING

I. CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Grand Haven Charter Township Board was called to order by
Supervisor French at 7:06 p.m.

II. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG

III. ROLL CALL
Board members present: French, Larsen, Buitenhuis, Kieft, Hutchins, and Meeusen.
Board members absent: Behm.

Also present were Superintendent Cargo, Fire/Rescue Chief Gerencer, and Public
Services Director VerBerkmoes.

IV. APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA

Motion by Trustee Meeusen and seconded by Trustee Larsen to approve the meeting
agenda. Which motion carried.

V. APPROVE CHANGE TO PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES (February 25, 2013)

Supervisor French noted no objections to making a change to the February 25, 2013
Board minutes to include the phrase “No. 2” in the motion approving the extension of the
final preliminary plat approval for the Brighamwood Subdivision No. 2. The meeting
minutes from February 25, 2013 were amended to reflect the change.

VI. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA

1. Approve February 25, 2013 Board Minutes
2. Approve Payment of Invoices in the amount of $580,330.63  = AP ($418,460.43) and

PR ($89,924.62 for 3/5/13 and $71,945.58 for 3/19/13)
3.   Approve National Library Week Proclamation
4.   Approve Planning Commission 2012 Annual Report

Motion by Treasurer Kieft and seconded by Trustee Hutchins to approve the items listed
on the Consent Agenda. Which motion carried.
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VII.     SHORT PRESENTATIONS 
State Representative Amanda Price provided a brief update of issues at the State to the
Board.

Library Director John Martin and Township Board Representative Susan Robertson
thanked the board for approving the Library Proclamation and provided brief information
about upcoming events at the library.

VIII. PUBLIC HEARING – PROPOSED NO WAKE ZONE

Supervisor French opened the public hearing regarding the proposed No Wake Zone in
the south channel of the Grand River, near Pottawatomie Bayou at 7:18 p.m.

Hearing no public comments, Supervisor French closed the public hearing at 7:19 p.m.

IX. OLD BUSINESS

1. Motion by Clerk Buitenhuis and seconded by Supervisor French to adopt and
approve Resolution 13-03-01 which allows the township to participate in the
Michigan State Fire Insurance Withholding Program. Which motion failed, as
indicated by the following roll call vote:
Ayes:     Buitenhuis, Kieft.
Nays: Larsen, Hutchins, French, Meeusen.
Absent: Behm.

2. Motion by Trustee Larsen and seconded by Treasurer Kieft to adopt Resolution
13-03-02 that requests the assistance from the Department of Natural Resources in
conducting an investigation into any problems or safety hazards on the Grand River
in the South Channel near Pottawatomie Bayou and to consider a No Wake Zone for
that area.  Which motion carried, as indicated by the following roll call vote:
Ayes: Hutchins, Meeusen, Buitenhuis, Kieft, Larsen, French.
Nays: None.
Absent: Behm.

3. The Board discussed possible limitations on Consumer Fireworks and referred the
issue to the Public Safety Committee for a recommendation to the full Board.

X. NEW BUSINESS

1. Motion by Trustee Larsen and seconded by Supervisor French to authorize staff to
proceed with the proposed SCADA Systems project, using approximately $68,908
from the Water Fund to pay Ottawa County for the Township’s portion of the overage
related to the proposed SCADA Project. Further, staff is instructed to include a
budget amendment for the approximately $68,908 being used from the Water Fund
during the initial 2013 budget amendments.  Which motion carried, as indicated by
the following roll call vote:

-2-



Ayes:     Hutchins, Buitenhuis, Kieft, Larsen, French, Meeusen.
Nays: None.
Absent: Behm.

2. Motion by Supervisor French and seconded by Trustee Hutchins to approve a
preliminary engineering agreement with Prein & Newhof to extend the pathway along

172nd Avenue north of Meijer to Robbins Road. Further, because sufficient
engineering fees were not included under the General Fund, Bike Path Account, staff
was instructed to prepare the necessary budget amendment (or line item transfer) for
this expenditure during the initial budget amendments.  Which motion carried, with
Buitenhuis opposed.

XI. REPORTS AND CORESPONDENCE

1. Correspondence was reviewed
2. Committee Reports 
3. Superintendent’s Report 

a. Cargo reviewed the February Legal Review
b. Cargo reviewed the Public Services Monthly Report for February
c. Cargo reviewed the Building Permits Monthly Report for February
d. Staff was instructed to postpone any work session regarding North Ottawa

Rod and Gun Club until further notice
e. Staff was instructed to notify the Ottawa County PDR Program that the

township will not participate at this time
f. Staff was instructed to schedule a work session for April 22, 2013 regarding a

request for a $1,000 contribution toward a proposed Ottawa County Water
Resources Study

4. Others 

XII. EXTENDED PUBLIC COMMENTS/QUESTIONS

Jeremy Wilder, 15438 Sundew, representing Cutter Park Homeowners Group, LLC
addressed the Board regarding the North Ottawa Rod and Gun Club (NORGC) Rifle
Range and indicated he wants the Board to adopt an Ordinance regulating gun ranges.

Steve Bell, 13040 Acacia Dr. addressed the Board regarding concerns about the NORGC.

Jason Durand, 13075 Acacia Dr. addressed the Board regarding concerns about the
NORGC.

Randy Bremmer, 13080 Acacia Dr. addressed the Board regarding concerns about the
NORGC.

XIII. ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Trustee Larsen and seconded by Clerk Buitenhuis to adjourn the meeting at
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8:18 p.m.  

Respectfully Submitted,

Sue Buitenhuis
Grand Haven Charter Township Clerk

Karl French
Grand Haven Charter Township Supervisor
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