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  MEETING MINUTES OF THE  
GRAND HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION   

FEBRUARY 3, 2014 
 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER   

Chair Redick called the meeting of the Grand Haven Charter Township Planning 

Commission to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 

II. ROLL CALL 
Members present:  Redick, Kieft, Robertson, Kantrovich Taylor, Wilson, T. French, 

Reenders, and LaMourie.   

Members absent:    
Also present:  Cargo, LSL Planning Consultant Jirousek, and Attorney Bultje 

 
Chair Redick requested that Cargo record the meeting minutes. 

 

III.  PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 
 

IV.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Without objection, the minutes of the October 21, 2013 meeting were approved.   

 

V. CORRESPONDENCE  
Redick noted that there is are training opportunities on Traffic Safety, Natural Gas 

Hydraulic Fracking, and Ottawa County Planning and Zoning classes. 
 
VI. OLD BUSINESS 

a. Appointment of Officers 
i. Without objection, Redick was nominated and re-appointed as the 

Chairperson  
ii. Without objection, LaMourie was nominated and re-appointed as the Vice 

Chairperson 

iii. Without Objection, T. French was nominated and re-appointed as Secretary. 
b. Without objection, the proposed 2014 List of Planning Commission meeting dates, 

with the exception that the April 7th meeting date was eliminated. 
 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 

a. LSL Planning consultant David Jirousek provided recommendations regarding 
Amateur Ham Radio Antennas regulations under the Zoning Ordinance.   

 
The Planning Commission instructed staff to complete an ordinance containing the 
proposed changes, including the following modifications:   

 Require engineer’s certification of appropriate crumple, collapse, or fall zone. 
 Towers over 35’ but under 50’ require a site plan submitted as part of the 

administrative review/approval. 
 Towers 50’ or greater require special land use and site plan review AND are 

treated substantially the same as commercial communication towers. 

 Limit to one (1) antenna support structure per property (ground or roof mounted). 
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 Additional antenna support structures require special land use and site plan 
approval, no matter the height. 

 There is no compelling reason to regulate Ham Radio antennas differently in 
commercial and residential districts. 

 Tower height shall be below any FAA threshold requiring lighting. 
 

b. LSL Planning consultant David Jirousek provided recommendations regarding farm 

operations and the Right-to-Farm Act regulations under the Zoning Ordinance. 
 

Derek Warner provided a statement on the importance of the small family farm and 
his experience with conducting Agricultural activities (e.g., raising meat chickens on 
a seasonal basis, pigs on a seasonal basis, rabbits, and egg laying hens) on his 7.7 

acre parcel. 
 

The Planning Commission instructed staff to complete an ordinance containing the 
proposed changes, including the following: 

 Reduce RR and RP special land use minimum acreage to 5. 

 Do not exclude livestock from RR and RP special land use requirements but 
exclude rendering and fertilizer plants. 

 Specifically refer to GAAMPs manual compliance as a condition of special 
land use review. 

 Consider “intensive livestock operation” as a trigger for special land use 

review under AG.  
 In a case where Farms and Farm Operation are permitted in RR and RP, 

minimum thresholds for intensive operations should be defined and regulated 
as special land use. 

 Domestic animals and pets (section 20.16): Farm type animals and chickens 

may not be raised for commercial purposes (i.e., outside of approved farms). 
 

c. The Planning Commission discussed the option of completing the required 5-year 
Master Plan review vis-à-vis a joint collaborative grant opportunity (i.e., Planning for 
Resilient Communities) with the City of Grand Haven. 

 
Although support for this grant opportunity was only modest or “lukewarm,” the 

Planning Commission instructed Cargo to engage in the next step with the City of 
Grand Haven to develop a work plan with the LIAA, assuming there is support with 
the City Planning Commission. 

 
VIII. REPORTS 

a. Attorney Report 
None. 

b. Staff Report 

Cargo noted that the next Meeting should include the SLU application for both a 
Group Child Care Facility and the second meeting on the NORGC SLU application.. 

c. Others 
 None. 
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IX. EXTENDED PUBLIC COMMENTS PERTAINING TO NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
None. 

 
X. ADJOURNMENT 

 Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 9:08 p.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 

 
 William D. Cargo 

Acting Recording Secretary  


