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15.0100 CHAPTER 1 
TITLE 

15.0101 SECTION 1.01 TITLE 
 

This Ordinance shall be known as the Grand Haven Charter Township Zoning 
Ordinance. 

15.0102 SECTION 1.02 PURPOSE 
 

The Charter Township of Grand Haven desires to provide for the orderly 
development of the Township which is essential to the well-being of the 
community and which will place no undue burden upon developers, industry, 
commerce, or residents.  The Township further desires to assure adequate sites for 
industry, commerce, residences, and other land uses; to provide for the free 
movement of vehicles upon the streets and highways of the Township; to protect 
industry, commerce, residences, and other land uses against incongruous and 
incompatible uses of land; to promote the proper use of land and natural resources 
for the economic well-being of the Township as a whole; to assure adequate space 
for the parking of vehicles of customers and employees using commercial, retail, 
and industrial areas; to assure that all uses of land and buildings within the 
Township are so related as to promote and protect the public health, safety, 
comfort, convenience, and general welfare of all persons and property within the 
Township. 

15.0103 SECTION 1.03 SCOPE 
  

1. This Ordinance is intended to establish zoning districts in the 
unincorporated portions of Grand Haven Charter Township, within which 
are provided various districts for the use of land the purpose of which is to 
meet the needs of the state's citizens for food, fiber, energy, and other 
natural resources, places of residence, recreation, industry, trade, service, 
and other uses of land; to insure that use of the land shall be situated in 
appropriate locations and relationships; to limit the inappropriate 
overcrowding of land and congestion of population, transportation 
systems, and other public facilities; to  facilitate adequate and efficient 
provision for transportation systems, sewage disposal, water, energy, 
education, recreation, and other public service and facility requirements; 
and to promote public health, safety, and welfare. 

 
2. The regulations herein are for designating the location of, the size of, the 

uses that may be made of, the minimum open spaces, sanitary, safety, and 
protective measures that shall be required for, and the maximum number 
of families that may be housed in dwellings, buildings, and structures, 
including tents and trailer coaches, that are erected or altered; to designate 
the use of certain state licensed residential facilities; to provide for a 
method for the adoption of ordinances and amendments to ordinances; to 
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provide for the regulation of nonconforming property; to provide for the 
administering of this Ordinance; to provide for conflicts with other acts, 
ordinances, or regulations; to provide sanctions for violations; to provide 
for the collection of fees for building permits; to provide for public 
hearings; and to provide for appeals. 

 
3. This Ordinance also contains measures regulating land development by 

designating or limiting the location, the height, number of stories, and size 
of dwellings, buildings, and structures that may be erected or altered, 
including tents and trailer coaches, and the specific uses for which 
dwellings, buildings, and structures, including tents and trailer coaches, 
may be erected or altered; the area of yards, courts, and other open spaces, 
and the sanitary, safety, and protective measures that shall be required for 
the dwellings, buildings, and structures, including tents and trailer 
coaches; and the maximum number of families which may be housed in 
buildings, dwellings, and structures, including tents and trailer coaches, 
erected or altered.  

 
4. No building or structure, or part thereof, shall hereafter be erected, 

constructed, or altered and maintained, and no new use or change shall be 
made or maintained of any building, structure or land, or part thereof, 
except in conformity with the provisions of this Ordinance.    

15.0104 SECTION 1.04 CONFLICTING REGULATIONS 
 

Whenever any provision of this Ordinance imposes more stringent requirements, 
regulations, restrictions, or limitations than are imposed or required by the 
provisions of any other Township Ordinance or other law or ordinance, then the 
provisions of this Ordinance shall govern.  Whenever the provisions of any other 
law or ordinance impose more stringent requirements than are imposed or 
required by this Ordinance, then the provisions of such law or ordinance shall 
govern.    

15.0105 SECTION 1.05 LEGAL BASIS 
 

This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to Public Act 110 of the Public Acts of 2006, 
the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, as amended.  (ord. no. 441 eff. March 23, 
2007) 
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