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Introduction
There are many potential benefits to coordinated recreational planning amongst governmental
agencies including increased efficiencies in providing park and recreation opportunities, access

to increased funding sources, greater protection and identification of natural resources, greater
potential for identifying creative ways of accomplishing recreation goals, public media coverage,

expanded public support, economic advantages, and shared long term vision and goals. In

striving to begin to plan and understand the local community recreational opportunities
available, as well as the planning efforts underway, five communities have joined together within
this plan to develop a joint five year community recreation plan. These communities include the

City of Ferrysburg, City of Grand Haven, Grand Haven Charter Township, Spring Lake Township
and the Village of Spring Lake. This is the first joint recreational planning effort of these five
communities as a unified plan.

To facilitate the planning process, the five communities established a Joint Recreation Plan

Development Committee in which each community could assign one or two representative
individuals. The Committee was chaired by Spring Lake Township who hosted the meetings and

oversaw the development of the planning document. The five communities determined that the
best way to complete a joint recreation plan was to retain a recreation consultant to assist in the
plan development. The five communities jointly retained the firm of PM Blough, Inc. to assist in

the development of the recreation inventory, public input, the planning process, and the writing

of the plan document. The Committee met periodically throughout the process to guide the

planning effort and the Committee members served as liaisons between the Committee and
their respective communities.

A comprehensive inventory was completed of the recreational facilities within the five
governmental jurisdictions. The results of this inventory are included in the Recreation Inventory
section of this document and are broken into resources by each governmental unit as well as
summarized as a whole community.

Of significant relevance was the creation of an overall

regional mapping of public park sites onto one map and the creation of a unified park facilities

inventory chart, both of which had previously not existed and will also be used as community
information resources.

Individual park sheets were also created for each park in a unified

manner which can also be used for additional uses beyond the plan such as local websites and
informational handouts.

The five communities have voluntarily decided to incorporate all five communities into one areawide recreation plan in order to better plan and provide recreation facilities on a community-
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wide basis. The communities are not bound by an authority, but rather are jointly approving this
plan individually. When adopted, this plan will replace the existing Five Year Community
Recreation Plans in each of the five communities.

The document is based on the format provided by the State of Michigan Department of Natural
Resources for community recreation planning. It contains plan sections that include the
Community Description, Administrative Structure, Recreation Inventory, Goals and Objectives,
and Action Plan, and Planning Process. It is the intent of this document to provide a foundation
for recreational planning and development within the Community.
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Community Description
Jurisdiction of the Plan
This plan provides a cooperatively developed plan for the communities of the City of Ferrysburg,
City of Grand Haven, Grand Haven Charter Township, Spring Lake Township, and the Village of
Spring Lake, all located within northwest Ottawa County. These communities all share a
common link to the Grand River, and a focus on its connecting waters of Spring Lake, adjacent
bayous, and Lake Michigan. Together, these communities comprise approximately 57 square
miles and a consolidated population of roughly 42,752 persons based on the 2010 US Census.
Community
City of Ferrysburg
City of Grand Haven
Grand Haven Charter Township
Spring Lake Township
Village of Spring Lake
Total Area:

Total Square Miles in Size
3.6 Square Miles
7.4 Square Miles
28.6 Square Miles
16.5 Square Miles
1.1 Square Miles
57.2 Square Miles

Historically the community developed as three separate cities, Grand Haven, Spring Lake, and
Ferrysburg with each of these communities located independently on different sides of the
Grand River and Spring Lake. As development and modern construction developed, the
communities were connected with bridges making access between them quick and easy. Over
time, the communities have grown together as well as outward into the neighboring townships
of Spring Lake Township and Grand Haven Charter Township. Many of the recreational
activities, festivals, and programs are offered as community wide opportunities. Recently this
cooperative atmosphere has continued to grow and thrive. As a result, these communities
determined it would be best to expand this to planning for the future vision collectively for the
northwest Ottawa County region, being referred to here as the Grand Region.
This Recreation Plan has been developed to provide for cooperative planning regarding
recreational facility needs and development.
Community Population
Northwest Ottawa County overall continues to show growth with the greatest growth within
Grand Haven Charter Township and Spring Lake Township with slight declines in the City of

Ferrysburg, City of Grand Haven, and the Village of Spring Lake. Based on the 2010 US Census
data, the combined population of the five communities is:
Community

Number of Persons

City of Grand Haven

10,412 persons

City of Ferrysburg

2,892 persons
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Grand Haven Charter Township
Spring Lake Township
Village of Spring Lake

Total for 2010 US Census

15,178 persons

11,977 persons

2,323 persons

42,782 persons

Comparison of Total Population by Community 1970-2010
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ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE
The Administrative Structure section of the plan provides a description of the administrative
framework within each community for providing parks and recreation services.

All of the

governmental units within this plan operate as independent administrative units who often

chose to work together cooperatively for the betterment of the community. As each unit is
separate, each participating community's Administrative Structure is described independently
within the plan section.
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City of Ferrysburg Administrative Structure
Administrative Structure

The City of Ferrysburg is administered by a seven member City Council lead by the Mayor. The

Mayor’s term is for two years and City Council Member terms are for four years. Regarding

parks and recreation, the City Council approves the yearly budget, acquisition of lands, oversight
of capital development projects, approval of City acceptance of grants, and establishment of
park policy’s and ordinances.

City Staff and Administration

The daily operation of the City and oversight of the City staff is the responsibility of the City

Manager who is appointed by the City Council. The City parks are administered by the Public

Services Department with four full-time and two seasonal employees who are assigned to parks
and recreation facility maintenance.

Organization Chart

A Community Parks and Recreation Plan in NW Ottawa County 2015-2019
PUBLIC REVIEW DRAFT
7

Recreation Commission

The Ferrysburg City Council established, by ordinance, a seven member Recreation Commission

that advise the City Council regarding parks and recreation matters. The Recreation Commission

meets as needed to provide guidance to the planning, development, and operation of the parks
within the City.

The Michigan Enabling Legislation for the establishment of a Recreation

Commission is 1929 PA312 Metropolitan District Act which provides for Charter Commissions.
Funding for Parks

Funding for the development and maintenance of the parks is provided by the City's General
Fund which has a 2014-2015 parks budget of $138,300, broken into with a budget for park

operation and maintenance of $136,500, and a capital development budget of $1,800. The

General Fund includes an additional budget item of $8,500 for programming as a contribution

to the Northwest Ottawa Recreation Authority.

Northwest Ottawa Recreation Authority (NORA)

The City of Ferrysburg is a member of the Northwest Ottawa Recreation Authority (NORA), an
authority that provides recreational programming for the member communities included within

the Grand Haven Area Public Schools boundaries including the City of Ferrysburg, City of Grand
Haven, Grand Haven Township, and Robinson Township, and Port Sheldon Township.

The

Grand Haven Area Public Schools is also a supporting entity through the use of school facilities

and oversight of the NORA staff and funds. Funding for the Authority is provided by member
communities, revenues generated from the programs, and various grants and sponsorships.

Member agencies also provide park athletic facilities for use by the NORA programs, as well as
other local non-profits

Local Non-profits & Volunteers

Local Non-profit organizations providing recreational programming are included in the
Recreation Inventory Section of the Plan as they encompass the entire community.
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City of Grand Haven Administrative Structure
Administrative Structure and City Council

The City of Grand Haven, by charter, operates under a Council-Manager form of government.

The Grand Haven City Council is comprised of a Mayor and four Council members elected at

large who serve two and four year terms respectively.

The City Council appoints a Chief

Administrative Officer (City Manager) whose responsibility is to carry out priorities and goals of

the City Council including the fiscal budgeting for parks operation and maintenance, park capital
development, land acquisition, grant acceptance and recreation within the community. Park

rules and policies are set by the City Council as part of the City Ordinances with
recommendations from the Parks and Recreation Board.
Parks and Recreation Board

The City Charter “affords citizen participation in the affairs of the city government for the
purpose of determining community needs and means of meeting such needs through the

government of the city.” (City charter Section. 7.14) The Parks and Recreation Board is one of
the boards listed in the Charter and is comprised of five Grand Haven citizen volunteers who are

appointed by the City Council for a term of five years. The establishment of the Parks and
Recreation board is allowed through the Michigan enabling legislation 1917 PA 156 Recreation

and Playgrounds.

The Parks and Recreation Board meets monthly to provide guidance

regarding the planning, development, and operation of the City’s parks by making
recommendations to the City Council for final approval.
City Staff

The parks are maintained and operated by the Grounds Service Area and the Maintenance
Service Area of the Department of Public Works with nine full time employees and up to thirty-

five summer seasonal employees dedicated to the parks, as well as one SWAP crew. These

employees assist with community volunteers and maintain the parks infrastructure year round.

The Public Works Director assigns the Special Projects Manager as the staff liaison to the Parks
and Recreation Board.
Organization Chart

An organization chart depicting the functions and lines of authority is shown on the following
page.
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Funding for Parks and Recreation
Funding for the development and maintenance of the parks is provided by the City's General

Fund, with a 2015 budget for park operation and maintenance of $721,435, and a capital

development budget of $183,500.

The General Fund includes a budget of $33,034 for

programming as a contribution to the Northwest Ottawa Recreation Authority.
Northwest Ottawa Recreation Authority (NORA)

The City of Grand Haven is a member of the Northwest Ottawa Recreation Authority (NORA), an
authority that provides recreational programming for the member communities within the

Grand Haven Area Public Schools boundaries including the City of Ferrysburg, City of Grand
Haven, Grand Haven Township, and Robinson Township, and Port Sheldon Township.

The

Grand Haven Area Public Schools is also a supporting entity through the use of school facilities

and oversight of the NORA staff and funds. Funding for the Authority is provided by member
communities, revenues generated from the programs, and various grants and sponsorships.
Member agencies also provide park athletic facilities for use by the NORA programs, as well as
other local non-profits

Local Non-profits & Volunteers

Local Non-profit organizations providing recreational programming are included in the
Recreation Inventory Section of the Plan as they encompass the entire community.
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Grand Haven Charter Township Administrative Structure
Township Board

The Grand Haven Charter Township Board is the main legislative body of the Township. It is
comprised of a supervisor, clerk, treasurer, and four trustees elected at large.

Each of the

officials is elected to serve four-year terms. The role of the Board is to develop legislative

polices which include the adoption of all planning documents and the establishment of the
yearly fiscal budget. In regards to Parks and Recreation, the Township Board approves all park
planning documents, policies and financial budgets as well as capital development.
member of the Township Board serves on the Parks and Recreation Committee.

One

Township Planning Commission

The Planning Commission is comprised of eight members who are appointed by the Township
Board. The Planning Commission reviews and makes formal recommendations to the Township

Board regarding site plan development, planning policies, ordinances, and master plans. One
member of the Planning Commission serves on the Parks and Recreation Committee to provide

insight to the committee and provide a liaison to the Commission regarding recreational

planning and interface of park properties with surrounding land uses. The Planning Commission
will review the Five Year Community Recreation Plan prior to approval by the Township Board.
Parks and Recreation Committee

The Parks and Recreation Committee members are appointed by the Township Board. The

committee was formed in 1988 to involve the community in the development of Mercury Park.
Since that time, the Committee has continued to assist in the overall direction and development

of the entire park system. The Committee acts in an advisory role to the Township Board and

includes one Township Board member.
Township Staff and Organization

Administration of the Township’s operations is the responsibility of the Township
Superintendent. The Superintendent is contracted as an employee by the Township Board. The

Superintendent implements the board’s legislative policies through the day to day operations.

The Township has forty-seven staff persons involved in the day to day operations including the
Township public services, parks, finances, building and zoning, as well as public safety.

The care of the parks is by one full-time employee assigned to the maintenance of the parks

who is assisted by four part-time employees.

The Public Services Department provides
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additional assistance for year round maintenance such as mowing, repairs to facilities, and
cleaning. They are also responsible for overseeing the development of capital improvement

projects. The Public Services Director also serves as a staff person to the Park and Recreation
Committee. The Ottawa County Sheriff and the Township Fire and Rescue Department provide

security for the parks. The non-motorized pathway system, considered separate from the parks
system has one full-time staff person assigned to the care and maintenance of the pathways.

Township Organization Chart
An organization chart depicting the functions and lines of authority is shown on the following
page.
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Parks and Recreation Funding
The total budgeted General Fund expenditures for Grand Haven Charter Township for Fiscal Year
2014-2015 is $3,328,280. Additional funds are budgeted for the Fire Fund, Sewer Construction

Fund, Non-Motorized Path Fund, and the Water Service Fund.

Funding for the care and development of the parks is within the General Fund. In the 2014

Fiscal Year, the projected annual expenditures for parks are $336,350. Expenses against these

funds are projected at $140,700 for two Township employees and administration, $50,870 as the

Township’s contribution to the Northwest Ottawa Recreation Authority Program, $29,560 for
general maintenance and projects, and $55,900 in capital improvements.

The development of the Township’s Non-Motorized Path System was through a separate, ten-

year voter supported Non-Motorized Path Building Authority, funded by a ten-year millage for
the years 2000-2010. Funds were initially gained through the sale of bonds with the millage

utilized to retire the bonds. Construction was completed based on the initial bond sales.

For

Fiscal Year 2013, $79,920 was budgeted for continued maintenance of the existing system. Ongoing maintenance is currently funded through the Township’s General fund.
Northwest Ottawa Recreation Authority (NORA)

The Grand Haven Charter Township is a member of the Northwest Ottawa Recreation Authority
(NORA), an authority that provides recreational programming for the member communities

included within the Grand Haven Area Public Schools boundaries including the City of

Ferrysburg, City of Grand Haven, Grand Haven Township, and Robinson Township, and Port
Sheldon Township. The Grand Haven Area Public Schools is also a supporting entity through
the use of school facilities and oversight of the NORA staff and funds. Funding for the Authority

is provided by member communities, revenues generated from the programs, and various
grants and sponsorships. In 2014. Member agencies also provide park athletic facilities for use
by the NORA programs, as well as other local non-profits
Local Non-profits & Volunteers

Local Non-profit organizations providing recreational programming are included in the
Recreation Inventory Section of the Plan as they encompass the entire community.
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Spring Lake Township Administrative Structure
Township Board and Administrative Structure

Spring Lake Township is a General Law Township incorporated in 1849 that is led by a seven

member elected Board of Trustees comprised of a supervisor, clerk, treasurer, and four trustees

elected at large. Each of the officials is elected to four year terms. The role of the Board is to
develop legislative polices which include the adoption of all planning documents and the

establishment of the yearly fiscal budget. The Board employs a Township Manager that serves as
liaison between the Township staff and Board. In regards to Parks and Recreation, the Township
Board approves all park planning documents, policies and financial budgets as well as capital
development.

Parks and Recreation Committee

The Parks and Recreation Committee is comprised of seven volunteer members of the
community appointed by the Township Board who serve in an advisory role. The Committee is
assisted by the Township Community Development Director.

The Parks and Recreation

Committee provides input to the Township Board and staff regarding planning and

development for the parks and community policies.
Township Staff for Park Operation

The care and operation of the parks are under the care of the Department of Public Works which

includes full-time Grounds Maintenance staff as well as seasonal assistance which are dedicated
to the care of the parks.
Organization Chart

An organization chart of the Township staff appears on the following page.
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Organization Chart
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General Fund Recreation Budget

The Spring Lake Township Recreation budget is a funded through the General Fund of the

Township. Proposed budgets for the fiscal year 2014-2015 for the Township General Fund is

includes $202,600 for Parks and Recreation of which $32,500 is contributed towards recreational
programming. No other capital development projects are planned through the General Fund
although maintenance projects are included in the above number.
Bike Path Millage

The first bike path millage was passed in the 1980’s by the Spring Lake Township residents,
followed by a second millage in 2004. These funds have been used to create over 26 miles of
bike paths throughout the Township over the last 15 to 20 years. The bike path millage is

currently used to pay back bonds at a rate of approximately $200,000 per year with about
$50,000 a year available for maintenance and improvements.
Spring Lake Area Recreation

The Greater Spring Lake Area Recreation Commission provides recreational programming for
the area which generally lies within the Spring Lake Public School District. The Spring Lake
Public Schools is also a supporting entity through the use of school facilities and oversight of

Recreation staff and funds. Funding for the Commission is provided by Spring Lake Township,
revenues generated from the programs, and various grants and sponsorships. Spring Lake
Township and the Village of Spring Lake provide recreational facilities for program activities.
Local Non-profits & Volunteers

Local Non-profit organizations providing recreational programming are included in the
Recreation Inventory Section of the Plan as they encompass the entire community.
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Village of Spring Lake Administrative Structure
Administrative Structure and Village Council

The Village of Spring Lake is a duly incorporated municipal subdivision of the State of Michigan
with operations of the Village controlled by State enabling legislation and the Village Charter.

The Village Council is comprised of six councilmembers elected at-large to four year terms, and

a Village President who serves a two year term. The Village Council oversees the development
of the City budget, including that of the parks for operation and maintenance, capital

development, acquisition, acceptance of grants, and programming. The Village Council retains
the Village Manager to oversee the day to day operation of the Village.
Village Park Committee

The Village Park Committee was instituted by Village Council resolution on January 16, 1979 to

assist the Village Manager with the Planning, development, and operation of park and
recreation facilities and programs. The Committee is comprised of seven members appointed

by the Village Council to 4 to year terms. The Committee serves in an advisory manner to the
Village Manager and Village Council.
Village Staff

The Village Manager directs the Department of Public Works with overseeing the care and

operation of the parks that provides these services with four full time and one part time

employees. Security within the parks is provided by the Ottawa County Sheriff’s Department
Organization Chart

An organization chart appears on the following page which provides information regarding
administrative roles and responsibilities within the Village.
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Funding

Funding for parks is provided through the General Fund which has a 2014-2015 budget of

$1,415,404 of which $ 272,759 is budgeted for parks maintenance and operation, and $0 for
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capital development, and $0 for programming. The Village does not have a separate budget

line item for capital development. All park improvements therefore fall under maintenance for
each respective park.

Relationship with Spring Lake Recreation Authority

On July 31, 2014 Council elected to discontinue funding of SLARA. As residents of Spring Lake

Township, the elected officials felt that funding from Spring Lake Township General Fund
covered the entire township (to include the Village.)
Local Non-profits & Volunteers

Local Non-profit organizations providing recreational programming are included in the
Recreation Inventory Section of the Plan as they encompass the entire community.
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Recreation Inventory
The Recreation Inventory section of the plan documents the existing recreational resources
available within the Consolidated Plan Area, as well as neighboring areas. The section
includes descriptions of the facilities within the five municipalities, and neighboring public
facilities. A review of the parks in consideration of the Americans with Disabilities Act is
included for each park within the Plan Area.
Consolidated Plan Area Parks
The Consolidated Plan area includes 57 municipal parks covering approximately 1100
acres of park land.
The name and location of each of the parks is shown on the Park Location Map and Park
Facilities Chart on the following pages, Descriptions and additional information for each
of the parks is provided in this plan section.
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Park Location Map
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Parks of the Grand River Harbor Region
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Village of Spring Lake
1. Alden Street End
2. Central Park
3. Cutler Street Park
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Park Facilities Chart

Community Parks and Recreation Plan in NW Ottawa County 2015-2019
PUBLIC REVIEW DRAFT
24

Recreation
Inventory Chart
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Park Facilites Chart

City of Ferrysburg

Coast Guard Park

80

City of Ferrysburg

Ferrysburg Nature Preserve

43

0

0

0

0

0

No

Trails

City of Ferrysburg
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Coast Guard Park

City of Ferrysburg
18161 North Shore Road
80 Acres

Overview
Coast Guard Park is Ferrysburg’s primary community park on land which until 1973 was owned by
the United States Coast Guard as a shooting range. The park is currently about 50% developed with
significant opportunities for additional facilities. The park also serves as a trail head for the North
Ottawa Dunes Ottawa County Park. Coast Guard Park is a short ½ mile from the shores of Lake
Michigan. Facilities include a balance of active sports, picnic facilities, and passive nature trails.
Amenities and Facilities
 Baseball and Two Soccer Fields
 Four Basketball Courts
 Sand Volleyball Courts
 Two Tennis Courts
 Nature Trails
 Picnic Shelter

●
●
●
●

Picnic Tables
Restrooms
Play Area
Dog Park

ADA Review
Many of the facilities at the park are ADA accessible including the new North Ottawa Dunes County
Park trailhead, picnic pavilions, parking, basketball, and tennis, while others were constructed prior to
he current ADA codes require upgrades such as the restrooms and athletic fields. The Dog Park also
requires additional upgrades.

DRAFT
27

Ferrysburg Nature Preserve

City of Ferrysburg
Dogwood Dr.
43 Acres

Overview
The area is an undeveloped dune habitat nature preserve. The parcel is L shaped and is located
west of Dogwood Drive and North of Mohawk Drive. The preserve is undeveloped.
Amenities and Facilities
Undeveloped, there are no park facilities.
Accessibility Review
There are currently no facilities at the Nature Preserve.
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Fire Barn Park

City of Ferrysburg
North Shore Rd at 174th Ave
5 Acres

Overview
The park is located adjacent to the firehouse, at the corner of 174 th Avenue and North Shore Road.
Local area youth sports leagues use the facilities. The park has no formal parking lot, but a paved
parking area is included in the City’s short term Capital Improvement Plan. The park has no potential
for additional facilities without acquisition of land.
Amenities and Facilities
 Two Tennis Courts
 Basketball Court
 Children’s Playground
 Softball Field
Accessibility Review
The park facilities are all older and were constructed prior to the current ADA codes. All of the
facilities require ADA upgrades when the facilities are renovated.
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Kitchel-Lindquist Dunes Preserve

City of Ferrysburg
20001 Berwyck Street
112 Acres

Overview
The Kitchel-Lindquist Dune Preserve is a natural dune area located just south of the City and East of
North Shore Drive within the City of Grand Haven City. The property is characterized by primary
dunes undergoing active dune formation, secondary dunes covered with mature hardwoods, and
interdunal areas of rolling sand. A Master Plan has been prepared for the property that outlines
measures for long-range protection of the dune environment and minimal improvements to foster low
impact public use. Restrictions in the deeds that conveyed the land to the City require the City to
maintain the preserve in its current natural state as a natural, aesthetic and educational resource.
Existing facilities include an entrance identification sign, a small paved parking area, an outdoor
classroom structure with restrooms and three marked trails.
Amenities and Facilities
 Outdoor Classroom Structure
 Paved Parking Area
 Marked Trails
 Restrooms
Accessibility Review
The parking, restrooms, and outdoor classroom structure are accessible. The trails are natural dune
and woodland surfaces and would not be considered accessible by current standards.
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Mike Herman Park

City of Ferrysburg
17742 Hiawatha Drive
1.75 Acres

Overview
Tragically, in November 2005 a fifteen year old boy named Mike Herman perished in a car accident.
Mike was a very active young man, who participated in many different sports, and spent many hours
practicing at this field. In honor of Mike’s life and passion for sports, the community came together to
renovate the local field and neighborhood park.
Amenities and Facilities
 Baseball/Soccer Field
 Tennis Court /Basketball Hoops
 Lacrosse Nets

●
●
●

Volleyball Court
Portable Ice Rink in Winter
Portable Toilet (all year)

Accessibility Review
None of the facilities meet current accessibility standards.
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Sunnyside Park

City of Ferrysburg
17200 Valley City Avenue
0.5 Acres

Overview
Sunnyside Park is a half -acre park located on the southwest corner of West Spring Lake Road and
Valley City Avenue, on the east side of the city. Sunnyside Park is a small community park that was
designed to give the immediate neighborhood a park they could walk to, and where children could
play safely. By being set adjacent to the bike path that runs along West Spring Lake Road, the park
is accessible to residents that do not live in the immediate area and serves as a trail rest stop.
Amenities and Facilities
 Large Play Structure
 Swing Set
 Benches
 Picnic Table
Accessibility Review
All of the facilities are ADA accessible.
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William Montague Ferry Park

City of Ferrysburg
110 Pine ST
1.8 Acres

Overview
Ferry Park is located on the Spring Lake waterfront in the City of Ferrysburg, north of the M-104 offramp. The park occupies a highly visible location at a major entryway to the City. Its importance also
lies in its provision of public access to waterfront. William Montague Ferry Park is conveniently
connected to bike trails leading into the Village of Spring Lake and City of Grand Haven.
Amenities and Facilities
 Restroom
 400ft Waterfront Boardwalk
 Picnic Shelter

●
●
●

Picnic Tables
Two Play Structures
Paved Parking Lot

ADA Review
The Park includes accessible parking, picnic areas, and boardwalk areas. The restrooms do not
meet the modern codes and would require renovating to bring them up to code.
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Bicentennial (Riverview) Park

City of Grand Haven
Harbor Avenue (Franklin St to Howard St)
1.0 Acre

Overview
Located on the Grand River Channel on Harbor Drive, Bicentennial Park is a linear linkage along the
public Grand River waterfront. The park includes a riverfront walkway with benches, boat tie offs, a
retail/food vendor area with rooftop viewing deck, public art and linkages to curb side parking along
Harbor Drive. The lawn area is a popular informal sitting and blanket picnic area. A new deck is
planned for construction in 2015.
Amenities and Facilities
 Walkways
 Benches
 Food Shops
 Benches
 Art Sculptures
 New Deck (2015)
ADA Review
The main riverfront walkway is ADA accessible with access from connecting parks. Connecting
walkways between Harbor Drive and the riverfront exceed 5% due to the steep natural hill and it was
constructed prior to ADA accessibility requirements. The public restrooms are barrier free.
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Bolt Park

City of Grand Haven
Pennoyer Ave. and Beechtree St.
0.95 Acres

Overview
Bolt Park is a well-maintained lawn space with large trees and flower beds. The park provides a
much needed green space with the community. During the spring, summer, and fall a community
market is available for local vendors produce and local goods.
Amenities and Facilities
 Lawn and Trees
 Home to the East Town Market
ADA Review
The public sidewalks are accessible. No other facilities are located within the public greenspace.
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Central Park

City of Grand Haven
Washington Ave. & Fifth St.
2.4 Acres

Overview
Central Park is located on Washington Avenue in the center of the City providing a traditional
downtown public green. Significant features include a central fountain and several memorials. As the
central green, it is a focus for numerous events, including weekly summer music concerts, art fairs,
and holiday events. Daily the park is enjoyed as a cool shady space to walk through and sit. The
park is located adjacent to the Louit District Library, Grand Haven Community Center, Ottawa County
Courthouse, and U.S. Post Office. The park and fountain is also a popular location for weddings.
Many weddings and social gatherings are held in the park during the summer months.
Amenities and Facilities
 Pathways
 Benches
 Historic Fountain
 Veterans Memorials
ADA Review
The park is predominately ADA accessible. Additional concrete at benches and the drinking fountain
will increase accessibility in the park. The benches are historic and are not as accessible.
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Chinook Pier

City of Grand Haven
N. Harbor Avenue & First St.
1.0 Acre

Overview
Located along Harbor Avenue on the Grand River channel, Chinook Pier is approximately one acre in
size. It is a special use park. Within the park is the commercial fishing marina with a fish cleaning
station. Adjacent to the park is a City owned commercial building with seasonal food and retail
shops. An “old fashioned” miniature golf facility is operated by the City. The City operated Farmer’s
Market operates Saturdays and Wednesdays, generally from May through November. Within the
park the historic steam train Engine No. 1223 is on exhibit.
Amenities and Facilities
 Public Restroom Building
 Farmers Market
 Miniature Golf
 Children’s Play Area
 Splash Pad

●
●
●

Commercial Boat Marina
Fish Cleaning Station
Historic Steam Train

ADA Review
The main walkways, restrooms, farmer’s market, splash pad, and marina areas are generally ADA
accessible. Some of the facilities which were built prior to the current ADA standards, such as the
Fish Cleaning station, are not ADA accessible for all persons.
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City Beach Park

City of Grand Haven
Harbor Avenue south of State Park
19.6 Acres

Overview
Located along Harbor Avenue south of Grand haven State Park on Lake Michigan, City Beach Park is
approximately 19.6 acres. This is a primarily public beach of approximately 3,250 lineal feet.
Leashed dogs are allowed on the City owned beach south of the buoy area during swim season and
on the entire beach when buoys are not present. Many special events are held in the park, including
sand castle building contests, kite events, pole vaulting, and beachfront weddings. The City Beach
parking lot is also a prime Lake access point for surfers, kite surfers, paddle boards and kayaks.
Amenities and Facilities
 Sand Beach
 Buoy Marked Swim Area
 Parking
 Restroom Facility

●
●
●
●

ADA Beach Access Walkway
Viewing Deck and Stairway
Leased Dogs in Established Areas
Picnic Table

ADA Review
Accessible walkway within the sand beach is provided within several feet of the water. Accessible
parking, restrooms, and picnic tables are provided. Due to extensive sand, some activities are
limited for those with disabilities.
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Duncan Woods

City of Grand Haven
Sheldon Road & Duncan Ct.
37.8 Acres

Overview
Located off Sheldon Road, Duncan Woods is a beautifully wooded nature preserve of beech and
hemlock trees. The park is enjoyed extensively throughout the year. A portion of the paved drive has
been closed from car access which provides a primary walking area through the forested back dune.
The park is popular year round.
Amenities and Facilities
 Paved Parking & Drive
 Rustic Walking Trails
 Scattered Picnic Tables
ADA Review
The park is undeveloped other than the paved parking and drives, making ADA access limited. The
portion of the roadway closed to vehicles, that is used by pedestrians and bicyclists, has slopes
which exceed 5%. An ADA picnic table and parking are provided.
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East Grand River Park

City of Grand Haven
End Franklin St and Eastern Ave
5.5 Acres

Overview
East Grand River Park is located adjacent to the Grand River in the northeast area of the City. The
Scott Flahive Boat Launch ramp provides a public boat access, while the park provides shoreline,
wetland, and dock access to the Grand River. Improvements in 2010 are revitalized the park and
improved ADA accessibility.
Amenities and Facilities
• Boat Launch
• Restrooms
• Picnic Shelter with Grill
• Lighted Parking
• Children’s Play Area
• Picnic tables
• Benches

●
●
●
●
●
●

Raised Wetland Walkway
Floating Fishing Dock and River Observation
Softball field
Basketball Court
Small Soccer Field
Fenced, Off-Leash Large & Small Dog Areas

ADA Review
The park facilities improved and added since 2010 are ADA accessible including the picnic shelter,
play area, picnic tables and benches, wetland walkway, fishing dock, Dog Park and parking. The
remaining facilities of the ball field, soccer field, basketball court and second play area will be
improved as the park is upgraded.
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Escanaba Park

City of Grand Haven
Harbor Avenue (within Lighthouse Connector Park)
0.92 Acres

Overview
Escanaba Park is incorporated within Lighthouse Connector Park on the Grand River Channel. It is a
designated historic site and memorial to the men and women that have served in the U.S. Coast
Guard. There are walks, interpretive exhibits, commemorative plaques and memorials.
Amenities and Facilities
 Walks
 Historic Exhibits
ADA Review
The plaza and exhibits are accessible. The ramped walkway from S. Harbor Dr. exceeds a 5%
grade. Access along the channel from the south is accessible.
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Dewey Hill & Musical Fountain

City of Grand Haven
Dewey Hill (Within North Shore Dunes)
3.7 Acres

Overview
Dewey Hill is 3.7 acres within the city-owned North Shore Dunes which includes the Musical
Fountain. The lighted musical fountain preforms during the summer months each evening with prime
viewing from the Riverfront Stadium and adjacent waterfront parks. The park and fountain works are
not accessible to the public.
Amenities and Facilities
 Musical Fountain
ADA Review
Park land is not open for public use and does not have ADA accessible facilities.
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Harbor Island Linear Park

City of Grand Haven
Franklin St & Seventh St.
5.5 Acres

Overview
Linear Park contains a paved non-motorized path 250 feet in length along the Grand River South
Channel. Facilities include a trailhead with a paved parking lot, fishing decks, and a small picnic
shelter. Located adjacent to the Grand Haven Board of Light and Power, it provides an
environmental buffer between the coal yard and the Grand River.
Amenities and Facilities
 Bike Path
 Picnic Shelter
 Benches
 Fishing Decks
ADA Review
The existing paved pathway is generally ADA accessible except where some areas are may have
cracks or aged pavement. The picnic pavilion and fishing decks were constructed prior to current
ADA standards and have limited access.
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Harbor Island

City of Grand Haven
Beacon Blvd/US-31 and Coho Dr.
23 Acres

Overview
Harbor Island is located along US-31 and Coho Drive on the Northwest edge of the City. Given its
location along the Grand River and South Channel, along with the wide-open spaces, this 23 acre
area provides many recreational opportunities. The north side of the island includes a boat launch
and transfer dock facilities. The wide-open spaces allow for community events, local organized
football and soccer, as well as a multitude of other special events. A paved bicycle/pedestrian path
loops from one end of the island to the other, while various bodies of water provide barrier free
observation platforms for viewing the wildlife.
Amenities and Facilities
 Boat Launch with vehicle/trailer parking lot
 Open Field utilized for festivals and soccer/football
 Viewing and Fishing Docks
 Paved Bicycle/Pedestrian Path
 Pond
 Grand River public access
 Restroom Building
ADA Review
Facilities within the park are predominantly ADA accessible including the restroom building.
Accessible access into boats is limited.
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Johnston Park

City of Grand Haven
Pennoyer Ave. & Sheldon Rd.
0.11 Acres

Overview
Johnston Park, located on the east and west sides of Sheldon Rd is an open green space within a
city neighborhood space for the surrounding neighborhood.
Amenities and Facilities
 Lawn and Trees
ADA Review
No public facilities are provided within the green space. The adjacent sidewalks are accessible.
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Klaver Park

City of Grand Haven
Pennoyer Ave. & S. Seventh St.
0.23 Acres

Overview
Klaver Park is located at the corner of Pennoyer Avenue and South Seventh Street. It is considered
a lawn green space for the neighborhood.
Amenities and Facilities
• Lawn, trees and a flower bed
ADA Review
No public facilities are provided within the green space. The adjacent sidewalks are accessible.
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Klempel Park

City of Grand Haven
Pennoyer Ave. & Grant St.
0.17 Acres

Overview
Located on the corner of Pennoyer Avenue and Grant Street, Klempel Park serves the surrounding
neighborhood as a green space
Amenities and Facilities
• Lawn and Tress
ADA Review
No public facilities are provided with the green space. The public sidewalk is accessible.
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Lighthouse Connector Park

City of Grand Haven
Harbor Avenue
1,700 L.F. (+/- 4.0 Acres)

Overview
Lighthouse Connector Park, 1,700 feet in length, located along the Grand River between Harbor
Drive and the channel, provides a connection between Bicentennial Park and the Lake Michigan
South Pier. The primary function is a linear walkway which is active with a mix of walkers, joggers
and bicyclists. Benches are popular for resting and channel views. A few parking spaces are located
along Harbor Drive which all have views of the channel, making them popular year round.
Amenities and Facilities
• Lighted Walkways
• Ice Cream Shops
• Benches
• Art Sculptures
ADA Review
The entire walkway is ADA accessible. Benches are user friendly with arms and backs, located on
concrete and wood deck sections. Accessible parking is signed.
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Mulligan’s Hollow Park

City of Grand Haven
Mulligan Drive
80.5 Acres

Overview
Mulligan's Hollow is a popular recreational area which includes the Tri-Cities YMCA. Winter facilities
include the Mulligan's Hollow Ski Bowl with lodge, fire pit, two rope tows and an outdoor ice skating
rink. Non-winter activities include an adult softball diamond, soccer field, a large Imagination Station
play area, two basketball courts, picnic area, two tennis courts, six pickle ball courts, lighted in-ground
skate park, and parking. A new master plan for the park was developed in 2012.
City Amenities and Facilities
 Lighted Skate Park
 Ice Rink in Winter
 Softball Field
 Ski Hill with Tow Ropes
 Imagination Station Play Area
 Two Basketball Courts
 Lodge with Restrooms and Fire pit

●
●
●
●
●
●

Two Tennis Courts
Trails
Picnic Area
Grills
Sitting Areas
Six Pickle Ball Courts

ADA Review
The Lodge, fire pit, tennis courts, pickle ball, basketball, and parking are barrier free. Older facilities
will be improved for accessibility as they are renovated. Facilities require connecting access
pathways.
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North Shore Fisherman’s Parking Lot

City of Grand Haven
Main Street
1.7 Acres

Overview
Located at the end of Main Street off North Shore Road on the north side of the Grand River Channel,
the North Shore Fisherman’s Parking Lot provides paved parking for people wanting to fish or visit the
north pier head.
Amenities and Facilities
• Parking Lot
ADA Review
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Rix Robinson Park

City of Grand Haven
Grand Isle Dr. & Harbor Island Dr.
5.5 Acres

Overview
Located along Harbor Island and Grand Isle Drive, Rix Robinson Park is a historic site. 5.5 acres in
the size, the park has a foot bridge and open lawn area.
Amenities and Facilities
 Paved Bicycle/Pedestrian Path
 Lawn
 Pond
ADA Accessibility
The existing pathway is accessible. No other facilities are present.
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Sluka Field

City of Grand Haven
Waverly Ave. & Beechtree St.
5.5 Acres

Overview
Sluka Field is a full size baseball facility, utilized by Tri-Cities Kids League. The outfield fence is
temporarily installed in the spring for baseball and is removed each summer so the outfield area can
be utilized by organized soccer as a full-sized soccer field. A neighborhood play area has been
updated with new equipment and surfacing.
Amenities and Facilities
 Full-size Baseball Field
 Soccer Field (Summer)
 Parking Lot
 Play Area
ADA Review
The parking lot has accessible parking and connecting walkways to the baseball field and play area.
Barrier free surface for seating is provided at the ball field. The field and dugouts are not accessible.
The play area is accessible.
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Veterans Memorial Park

City of Grand Haven
Harbor Dr.
1.14 Acres

Overview
Located along Harbor Drive, Veterans Memorial Park
Amenities and Facilities
 Memorial
 Benches
ADA Accessibility
The memorial area is accessible.
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Waterfront Stadium

City of Grand Haven
Harbor Drive & Washington Ave.
0.53 Acres

Overview
Located on Harbor Drive in the downtown area, the Waterfront Stadium provides a riverfront
performing arts venue and seated viewing of the musical fountain. This stadium is used daily
throughout the summer for a wide range of musical fountain performances, concerts, shows,
memorials, and other significant community events.
Amenities and Facilities
 Spectator Bleachers
 Waterfront Pathway
ADA Review
The performance area within the stadium is accessible. The existing bleacher seating is not, but
chair seating is provided in front of the bleachers.
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William Hatton Park

City of Grand Haven
Jackson Street
0.88 Acres

Overview
William Hatton Park is a neighborhood green space which provides a small park and buffer between
the railroad tracks and the neighborhood. The park is an attractive addition with a gazebo, play area
and open lawn.
Amenities and Facilities
 Gazebo
 Benches
 Picnic Tables
 Play Area
ADA Review
The park facilities were constructed prior to ADA requirements and are not accessible. The will be
improved as the park is renovated.
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Willow Park

City of Grand Haven
Franklin St & Seventh St.
0.022 Acres (967 Sq. Ft.)

Overview
Willow Park is a green space located at the corner of Franklin Street and Seventh Street.
Amenities and Facilities
 Lawn and Trees
ADA Review
No public facilities are provided within the green space. The adjacent sidewalks are accessible.
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152nd Access & Shiawassee Access

Shiawassee Access

Grand Haven Township
152nd Ave & Shiawassee Drive
0.25 Acres Each

152nd Access

Overview
Both of these access sites are located at the end of 152nd Avenue and Shiawassee Drive providing
public access to Pottawattomie Bayou. Neither site has designated parking, although parking is
allowed within the public right-of-ways along the streets. These two sites predominately serve the
adjacent neighborhoods and persons utilizing the nearby non-motorized pathway system. The 152nd
Access was completed in 2013 and the Shiawassee Access will be completed in 2014. Both provide
ADA accessible walkways, benches and bayou viewing.
Amenities and Facilities
 Pottawattomie Bayou Access
ADA Review
Accessible walkways, benches, and bayou viewing.
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Bignell Park

Grand Haven Township
Bignell Drive
0.5 Acres

Overview
Bignell Park is a small one-half acre park located on the Millhouse Bayou of the Grand River.
Although small, the park provides public access to the bayou. As the park provides informal access
to the bayou, its service area includes the entire Township and neighboring City of Grand Haven.
The park is undeveloped with informal pull-off parking from the street with room for three to four cars.
The area of the park at street level is approximately 15’ above Millhouse Bayou with a sloping bank to
the water’s edge. The park is currently utilized by ice fishermen in the winter and for passive viewing
of the bayou.
Amenities and Facilities
 Undeveloped, there are no facilities
ADA Accessibility
The informal parking is not accessible. There are no other facilities.
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Brucker St & Buchanan St Access

Grand Haven Township
Brucker St & Buchanan St
0.5 Acres Each

Buchanan St. Access

Brucker St. Access

Overview
These two small sites, of approximately one-half acre each are public right-of-way land areas at the
end of Brucker and Buchanan Streets that extend into Lake Michigan. These road ends provide
public access within the road right-of-ways to the sand beach and Lake Michigan. These two sites
predominately serve the adjacent neighborhoods and persons utilizing the nearby non-motorized
pathway along Lakeshore Drive.
Amenities and Facilities
 Lake Michigan Access
ADA Accessibility
There are no public facilities at these sites and they are not accessible.
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Hofma Park (Hofma Preserve)

Grand Haven Township
15581 Ferris Street (16295 Sleeper St)
411Acres

Overview
Hofma Park and Hofma Preserve are located adjacent to each other on the Pottawattomie Bayou
encompassing approximately 411 acres. With its extensive size and quality of natural areas, the park
serves a larger population than Township residents, including visitors from not only Ottawa, but
surrounding counties. The Ferris Street Park entrance provides access and parking areas for the
active sports area. A trailhead is located at the north end of the parking lot providing access to the
preserve. There is a second parking area and trailhead at the Hofma Preserve entrance on Sleeper
Street. The park and preserve contain several miles of trails, including a boardwalk which traverses
Pottawattomie Bayou and surrounding wetlands. The trail system allows visitors to enjoy a variety of
wetland and upland wooded ecosystems. An additional one hundred and fifteen acres, known as the
Witteveen Property, has been placed in trust for the Township and will become available no later than
October of 2023 for public recreation use in the future.
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Hofma Park (Hofma Preserve)
Amenities and Facilities
Hofma Park
 Soccer Field (used for league play)
 Adult Softball Field (used for league play)
 Picnic Tables
 Play Equipment
 Basketball court
 Restrooms

Grand Haven Township
15581 Ferris Street (16295 Sleeper St)
411Acres

Hofma Preserve
● Picnic Tables
● Play Equipment
● Restroom
● Foot trails
● Boardwalk

ADA Accessibility
The public parking, restrooms, picnic, and play areas are all accessible. The trails are natural
materials and are not fully accessible for all persons. The ball diamonds and soccer field were
constructed prior to ADA accessibility considerations and are not accessible for play, but are
accessible for most viewing options.
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Mercury Park

Grand Haven Township
16715 Mercury Drive
6.71 Acres

Overview
Mercury Park, seven acres in size, is the oldest Township Park located on the northern edge of the
Township adjacent to the City of Grand Haven. It is located within a residential neighborhood and
serves as a neighborhood park as well as a regional park providing local recreational facilities. The
park facilities include a softball field and in-line hockey rink both utilized for league and open play, a
restroom building, play equipment, picnic tables, and a parking lot.
Amenities and Facilities
 In-line Hockey Rink
 Softball Field
 Playground
 Restrooms
ADA Review
Most of the parks facilities are accessible including parking, walkways and seating area at the softball
field, restrooms, and the in-line skate rink. The play area surfacing is not accessible.
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Odawa/Battle Point Boat Launch

Grand Haven Township
14091 144th Avenue
2.5 Acres

Overview
This 2.5 acres park is located on the Grand River. Completed in 2001, the boat launch facilities
include two launches, vehicle and trailer parking, and a restroom facility. The Grand River provides
waterway access into Lake Michigan to the west or towards Grand Rapids to the east. The launch is
a very busy site and attracts boaters from throughout the West Michigan area.
Amenities and Facilities
 Boat Launch
 Restroom
ADA Accessibility
Parking and restroom facilities are ADA accessible. The launch facilities do not meet the new 2013
ADA boat launch design accessibility requirements.
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Pottawattomie Park

Grand Haven Township
15600 Comstock Street
20.83 Acres

Overview
Pottawattomie Park is a twenty-one acre park located on the Pottawattomie Bayou of the Grand
River. The park, a former 4-H camp, was donated to the Township in 1989. The park serves as a
neighborhood park as well as a regional park providing large group picnic facilities and soccer
facilities. The non-motorized path was extended into the park from Comstock Street to link the park
with the pathway network. The park is also a very popular site for access by ice fishermen in the
winter onto the Bayou.
Amenities and Facilities
 Three Picnic Pavilions
 Boardwalk Fishing Pier
 Small Wading Beach
 All Purpose Field
 Drop-in Canoe & Kayak Area

●
●
●
●

Restrooms
Play Equipment
Parking
Sand Volleyball

ADA ReviewThe park facilities are ADA accessible except for the canoe and kayak facilities and into
water wading.
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Spring Lake Township
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Minnie Skwarek Nature Preserve

Spring Lake Township
Leonard Rd, East of 152dn, West of 148th
24 Acres

Overview
Minnie Skwarek Nature Preserve is a 24 acre park open for public visitation with the following
guidelines: foot travel only, not hunting, and no camping or camp fires. All pets must be leashed to
protect wildlife.
Migratory birds find food and refuge during spring and fall migrations in the forests of Minnie Skwarek
Nature Preserve. Spicebush, viburnums and wild grapes provide ripe fruit for migrant thrushes each
fall. Nesting birds include: wood thrush, ovenbird, blue-winged warbler, black-throated green warbler,
scarlet tanager, rose breasted grosbeak, vireos, and a variety of wood peckers, to name just a few.
Amenities and Facilities
• Trails
Parking is encouraged at the Spring Lake High School just east of the trailhead.
Accessibility Review
None of the trails meet accessibility standards for trail surfaces.
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River Run Park

Spring Lake Township
Leonard Road
2.76 Acres

Overview
River Run Park is located on Leonard Road adjacent to the River Run Subdivision with public access
to the Grand River. This park includes to a section of the Leonard Road Bike Path that extends from
the Village of Spring Lake to Jeffers Elementary School at the Township’s eastern border. The park
is open green on the west side of Leonard Road and natural area along the river.
Amenities and Facilities
 Shelter with river views
 Non-motorized Pathway
 Demonstration Rain Garden
ADA Review
The existing pathway and shelter are ADA accessible.
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Rycenga Park

Spring Lake Township
16401 Hemlock Drive
80 Acres

Overview
Rycenga Park is located within both Spring Lake Township and Fruitport Township along Hemlock
Road. The park was developed by Spring Lake Township on 40 acres gifted to the Township by John
Rycenga, with 40 acres leased the township by Fruitport Community Schools. Rycenga Park is the
focus for recreational activities for Township residents.
Amenities and Facilities
 2 Baseball/Softball Diamonds
 4 Picnic Shelters
 Nature Trails
o 0.75 gravel nature trail with boardwalks
o 1.25 mile woodchip nature pathways
 4 Basketball Courts
 Play Area
 2 Soccer Fields
 Parking
 2 Sand Volleyball Courts
ADA Review
Most all of the park facilities are ADA accessible. Walkways with concrete seating surfaces would
improve access to the soccer fields.
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Soccer Field ‐ East

Soccer Field ‐ West

Shelter #4
Seating for 125

Play
Area

Parking

Shelter
#3
Seating for 60

Shelter #1
Seating for 125

Shelter
#2

Parking

Parking
Seating for 80

Volleyball

Basketball

Entrance Drive
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Spring Lake Township Community Park

Grand Haven Township
Exchange Street
0.5 Acres

Overview
Spring Lake Township Community Park is a one-half acre of land situated between the Spring Lake
District Library and Spring Lake Township Hall. The open shady green space includes lawn, trees
and landscape plantings. Amenities include a picnic table and a Michigan Historical paying tribute to
Winsor McCay the “father of animation”.
Amenities and Facilities
 Picnic Table
 Michigan Historical Marker
Accessibility Review
None of the areas are ADA accessible at this time. Parking at the adjacent Township Hall does
provide accessible parking.
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Water Tower Park

Spring Lake Township
Van Wagoner Rd & W Spring Lake Rd
5.33 Acres

Overview
Water Tower Park is a located at the intersection of Van Wagoner Road and West Spring Lake Road
across West Spring Lake Road from the Lakeside Trail pathway. The park functions mostly as a
neighborhood green space including pick-up games of soccer and for exercising dogs.
Amenities and Facilities
 Practice Field
 Two Tennis Courts
ADA Review
The park does not include parking or walkways. Improvements to existing facilities would include
ADA parking and connecting walkway to the tennis courts; however, the courts are little used and
most likely will be removed once they require replacement. Newer courts are available at the Spring
Lake High School.
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Village of Spring Lake
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Alden Street End Park

Village of Spring Lake
End Alden Street
2,600 Sq. Ft.

Overview
This street end located on Spring Lake is attractively landscaped. A sidewalk access and wood deck
provide pedestrian access, lake viewing and shoreline fishing area. Bollard lights and benches
provide year round lake viewing. Drop in kayak launching is allowed.
Amenities and Facilities
 Lake Viewing Deck
 Benches
 Kayak/Canoe drop in area
Accessibility Review
The overlook and walkway areas are accessible from the street. The railings are open for fishing, but
were constructed prior to current ADA fishing handrail standards. The drop-in kayak/canoe area is
not accessible.
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Central Park

Village of Spring Lake
East of Fruitport Rd Via Central Ave, North of M-104
8.4 Acres

Overview
Central park is the largest park within the Village of Spring Lake, and operated jointly by the Village
and Spring Lake Township. The park is a focus for active recreation. Central Park has direct access
from M-104 on the South and East of Fruitport road via Central Ave. It is also adjacent to and
accessible from the Lakeside Trail Linear Park. The Spring Lake Area Recreation Authority staff
provides supervision in the summer months.
Amenities and Facilities
 Picnic Tables
 Grills
 Play Areas
 Restroom
 Shelter/Storage Building
 Tennis Courts (3)

●
●
●
●
●

Shuffle Board Court
In-Line Skate Rink
Adult and Youth Softball/Baseball Diamonds
Basketball Courts (2)
Dog Park

Accessibility Review
Central Park facilities have been constructed over several decades and many prior to the current
ADA accessibility codes and standards and therefore most all of the facilities are not accessible. The
park does have accessible parking, access to the tennis and basketball courts, and to the adjacent
Lakeside Trial Linear Park. The restroom buildings, play areas, ball diamonds, picnic tables, and
other facilities are not considered accessible. As the park is updated through renovations, these
facilities can be renovated and brought up to current codes.
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Jackson Street Dock

Village of Spring Lake
End Jackson Street
2,600 Sq. Ft.

Overview
Jackson Street Dock is a public street end. This Spring Lake waterfront is improved with
landscaping, sidewalks, dockage for boat tie ups (including the Harbor Steamer), picnic tables and
viewing/fishing deck. It was renovated in 2003.
Amenities and Facilities
 Viewing/Fishing Deck
 Picnic Tables
 Boat Tie Ups
Accessibility Review
The facilities were constructed to be ADA accessible in 2003.
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Lakeside Beach

Village of Spring Lake
Corner of N. Lake St and Beach Drive
1 Acre

Overview
This public swimming beach, about one acre in size, is located at the northwest corner of Lake Street
and Beach Avenue. This facility is the main public beach on Spring Lake and is jointly operated with
Spring Lake Township. Sidewalks along Lake Street provide good pedestrian access to the park site.
Parking at this location is provided along the adjacent street. The Spring Lake Area Recreation
Authority provides lifeguards at the beach during the summer months. The beach provides public
swimming during the summer and fishing access the remainder of the year. Residents also use the
beach during non-summer months for drop in kayak access.
Amenities and Facilities
 Sand Beach
 Restrooms
 Picnic Tables
 Benches
 Deck overlooking Spring Lake
Accessibility Review
The walkways, picnic tables, and overlook deck with benches are all ADA accessible. The restroom
building is partially accessible. The swimming beach water access has not been made accessible,
although the adjacent walkway and tables are.
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Mill Point Park Preserve & Boat Launch

Village of Spring Lake
School St & Exchange St
13.5 Acres

Overview
This waterfront park contains 13.5 acres of land with Grand River frontage and wetland. The park is
the site of the “Tuesdays on the Waterfront” summer concert series, entertainment tent for festivals,
fireworks during the annual Spring Lake Heritage Festival and annual Spring Lake Wooden Boat
Show. The boat launch has dual launch ramps with floating docks. Parking is available for 50 truck &
trailer combinations, as well as 15 auto parking spaces. Facilities include, public restrooms a
boardwalk and viewing/fishing decks. The Rotary Clubs Centennial Band Shell provides a
performance venue. A nine acre wetland preserve provides a nature walk and direct access to
Savidge St.
Amenities and Facilities
 Restrooms and Venue Shelter
 Picnic Tables and Grills
 Benches
 Deck overlooking Grand River

●
●
●
●

Play Area
Wetland Boardwalk
Boat Launch and Small Marina
Floating Boat Dock

ADA Review
All of the facilities within the park are ADA accessible except for the boat launch and small marina
facilities. These are connected by walkways and parking, but do not meet the current ADA standards
as they were constructed prior to the standards.
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North Buchanan Street End

Village of Spring Lake
End N. Buchanan Street
2,700 Sq. Ft.

Overview
This street end was improved to provide a small passive water access area.
Amenities and Facilities
 Water access onto Spring Lake
Accessibility Review
As the site is informally developed, the site does not have ADA accessible facilities.
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North Division Street End

Village of Spring Lake
End N. Division Street
3,500 Sq. Ft.

Overview
This street end includes a small sand swimming area on Spring Lake. A guardrail at the street end
blocks ingress to the 3,500 square foot open area. The site slopes downward from the street
approximately eleven feet in elevation to the water’s edge. Recent improvements include addition of
timber edging to separate the sand beach from the adjacent grassy area. This area was signed for
canoe/kayak access in 2007.
Amenities and Facilities
 Beach
 Canoe/Kayak Access
Accessibility Review
None of the facilities are ADA accessible.
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Parkhurst Street End

Village of Spring Lake
End Parkhurst Street
8,950 Sq. Ft.

Overview
Access is by a bituminous walkway from Buena Vista to this street end. The large street end contains
8,950 square feet, 0.2 acres of lawn area.
Amenities and Facilities
 Water access
Accessibility Review
The pathway to the water is accessible.
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South Buchanan Street End Park

Village of Spring Lake
End S. Buchanan Street
1.3 Acres

Overview
This street extends to the north shore of the Grand River and is contiguous to undeveloped Village
land, comprising a total estimated area of 1.3 acres. This wetland viewing location has good potential
and is improved with a pathway for wildlife viewing. It will eventually be connected to South Street
via the Grand River Greenway.
Amenities and Facilities
 Pathway
Accessibility Review
The pathway is accessible, although access onto the pathway is limited.
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S. Cutler Street Launch Ramp

Village of Spring Lake
End S. Cutler St.
0.2 Acres

Overview
Cutler Street right-of-way provides access to the Grand River. This site is east of and contiguous with
Mill Point Park with a pathway connecting to Tanglefoot Campground. A gravel access drive and
unimproved parking serve the site. This area is very valuable as a staging location for dredge spoils
to dry out from the annual boat launch dredging just to the west. An existing fishing and river
observation deck provide excellent views of the Grand River. A drop-in canoe and kayak launch is
located next to the deck.
Amenities and Facilities
 Kayak/Canoe Launch
 Viewing Deck
Accessibility Review
Currently the facilities do not meet accessibility standards and are for the most part unimproved
areas.
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Tanglefoot Park

Village of Spring Lake
312 W Exchange St
1.4 Acres

Overview
Operated seasonally as a recreational vehicle trailer park, this well maintained facility contains 38 full
hookup (water, sewer, electric, CATV) campsites. Along the shoreline are common lawn areas and
ten wooden boat docks that provide small boat dockage for approximately ten boats. The site
contains a service building with community room, washer and dryer and bathroom with showers.
Eleven overflow parking spaces are provided, 6 on Park Street and 5 on the east portion of the site
adjacent to the municipal well house – off the division street end. This park was renamed Tanglefoot
in 2004 to recognize the flypaper invented by the Thum family who gave the Village the land for
recreational and educational purposes in 1927.
Amenities and Facilities
 Picnic Tables
●
 Service Building
●
 Parking
●
 Community & Laundry Room

Boat Docks
Restroom with Showers
38 Full Hookup Campsites

ADA Review
The facilities are ADA accessible.
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Whistle Stop Playground

Village of Spring Lake
Grand Trunk Trail, Between Cutler St & Park St
0.3 Acres

Overview
Whistle Stop Playground is part of the Lakeside Trail Linear Park and is located between Cutler St
and Park St.
Amenities and Facilities
 Playground
 Pavilion
Accessibility Review
The picnic pavilion is accessible. The play area is partially accessible. The aging equipment does not
meet current accessible standards, but as the equipment is replaced the accessibility in the park can
be improved.
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Ottawa County Parks and Recreation Commission
The Ottawa County Parks and Recreation Commission, funded through public millage,
including residents of Grand Haven Township, has an extensive system of parks. The list
below does not include all of the County Parks, but does include parks located in
surrounding Townships and Cities, which are used more frequently by Township residents.
Kirk Park-(Within Grand Haven Charter Township)
Kirk Park is located in the southern region of Grand Haven Township. The 68
acre park is located on Lake Michigan with 1,850 lineal feet of Lake Michigan
beach. The land is comprised of beach front, sand dunes and wooded back dune
areas. Facilities include a picnic pavilion, playground, restrooms, Kirk Park Lodge,
open picnic areas, swimming beach, hiking trails and un-groomed cross country
ski trails, and horseshoe pit. New to the park is an off-leash dog beach.
Hiawatha Forest (Within Grand Haven Charter Township)
Hiawatha Forest, located on Fillmore, is a 365 acre flat natural site with both
hardwood stands and red pine plantations with a very limited, unmarked trail
system.
A small parking area and information kiosk is the only developed
facilities. Off-trail hiking and cross-country skiing is allowed as well as both on or
off leash dog use.
Rosy Mound Natural Area- (Within Grand Haven Charter Township)
Rosy Mound Natural Area is 276 acres of unique sand and wooded dunes with
.65 miles of Lake Michigan shoreline. Facilities include extensive walkways and
stairways within the dunes and woodlands to Lake Michigan, picnic facilities,
restrooms near the parking area and beach, a unique shade canopy near the
beach, interpretive signs, and parking. The park is connected along Lakeshore
Drive to the Township’s Non-Motorized Pathway System.
North Beach Park
North Beach Park is a popular 7 acre park located north of the Grand River
channel in the City of Ferrysburg. The park includes 745 lineal feet of Lake
Michigan beach with a large natural dune formation with a dune stairway and
observation platform for lake viewing. The beach is open for swimming and
public access. Park facilities also include a large picnic shelter, barrier free beach
walkway, seasonal vending concession, play area, sand volleyball court, picnic
tables and grills, and restrooms.
North Ottawa Dunes
The North Ottawa Dunes encompasses 513 acres of natural dunes areas between
the Grand River and the southern boundary of P.J. Hoffmaster State Park. Ten
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miles of hiking trails provide access to the dunes as well as North Ottawa Beach
Park, P.J. Hoffmaster State Park, Ferrysburg's Coast Guard Park, and other
undeveloped land owned by Spring Lake Township. Access to the dunes ten miles
of informal trails are through the trailhead and parking at Coast Guard Park with
trailhead facilities including picnic tables, restrooms, and hiking trails.
Olive Shores
The mostly wooded 20-acre site includes a steep sand dune formation with 738’
of Lake Michigan frontage. Facilities include a parking area, restrooms, picnic
tables, a barrier free trail loop, and a boardwalk through the dunes with overlooks
of Lake Michigan and beach access including swimming.
Tunnel Park
Tunnel Park is a 22 acre park located south of the Township on Lake Michigan. It
offers beach swimming, picnic facilities, restroom building, four sand volleyball
courts, two picnic shelters, playground, horseshoe pit, and dune stairway. A
unique tunnel provides access to the Lake Michigan beach.
Hemlock Crossing and Pine Bend
Hemlock Crossing and Pine Bend are a combined 239 acres of woods and
wetlands along the Pigeon River. The parks offer over 6 miles of trails for hiking
and cross country skiing. Trails connect also to Pine Bend on the west end of the
property.
Facilities include parking, a Nature Education Center, a unique
pedestrian bridge, scenic overlooks along the trails, two small picnic shelters with
tables and grills, modern restrooms, hiking and un-groomed cross country ski
trails, and a canoe and kayak launch. The adjacent Pine Bend Park offers
additional parking, picnic tables and grills, the Weaver House, historic
interpretation, rustic toilets and trails.

Community Parks and Recreation Plan in NW Ottawa County 2015-2019
PUBLIC REVIEW DRAFT
99

Port Sheldon Lake Michigan Property
Located in Port Sheldon Township, this is a small 6.68 acres of land located on
Lake Michigan with 200 feet of shoreline. The park land is forested dune land
and is currently undeveloped.
Riverside Park
This is a 64 acre park located in Robinson Township on the Grand River with
approximately 4,350 feet of waterfront. Facilities include a boat launch, picnic
shelter, fishing docks, and rustic toilets.
Connor Bayou Property
This parcel of land has nearly a mile of Grand River frontage within 142 acres of
land. Facilities include a Woodland Cabin, parking areas, ADA accessible
walkways, rustic toilets picnic tables, hiking trails and boardwalks, kayak and
canoe launch, rover overlook decks and fishing dock.
Pigeon Creek Park
Pigeon Creek is a 282 acre natural area along Pigeon Creek with another 130
adjacent acres of County Open Space land. The natural areas include over ten
miles of trails through the wooded and wetland areas. The trail system includes
designated trails for hiking, biking, and equestrian use, and a 0.9 mile trail
barrier free trail loop. Winter sports include trails groomed for classic and ski
skating, and a sledding hill. Three miles of the trails are lighted for winter night
use. A large indoor Pigeon Creek Lodge provides for programming, ski rental,
and serves as a winter warming building. A group camping area can be reserved
by recognized organizations.
Deer Creek
Deer Creek is a two acre public site located on the Grand River. A boat launch for
small fishing boats, canoes, and kayaks with picnic tables and rustic toilets are the
available facilities..
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Ottawa County Park Locations Map
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Parks
Adams Street Landing (map)
Connor Bayou (map)
Crockery Creek Natural Area (map)
Deer Creek Park (map)
Eastmanville Farm (map)
Grand River Park (map)
Grose Park (map)
Hager Park (map)
Hemlock Crossing (map)
Historic Ottawa Beach Parks (map)
Kirk Park (map)
Musketawa Trail (map)
North Beach Park (map)
North Ottawa Dunes (map)
Pigeon Creek Park (map)
Pine Bend (map)
Riley Trails (map)
Riverside Park (map)
Rosy Mound Natural Area (map)
Spring Grove Park (map)
Tunnel Park (map)
Upper Macatawa Natural Area (map)
Olive Shores (map)

Open Space Lands
Bur Oak Landing (map)
Eastmanville Bayou (map)
Grand River Ravines
Hiawatha Forest (map)
Johnson Street Forest (map)
Jubb Bayou (map)
Port Sheldon Natural Area
Ripps Bayou (map)
Robinson Forest (map)
Van Buren Street Dunes (map)
Bend Area (map)
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Michigan Department of Natural Resources Parks & Lands
The State of Michigan owns several acres of land that provide recreational resources
within the regional area. They include the following:
Grand Haven State Park
Grand Haven State Park is located on both the north and south ends of the
channel at the mouth of the Grand River as it enters Lake Michigan. The north
end provides a parking area and access to the pier for fishing. The southern
portion of the park is the largest and is located directly adjacent to the City of
Grand Haven and links to the channel side path. The state park includes 160
camping spaces located directly on the beach as well as a large public beach.
The park is very popular and is filled to capacity almost daily in the summer
months.
P.J. Hoffmaster State Park
Hoffmaster State Park is located five miles north of Grand Haven directly on the
shores of Lake Michigan. The park is unique and features environmentally
sensitive sand dunes. The park facilities include hiking trails, camping, a large
beach and picnic facility. Of particular interest is the E. Genevieve Gillette Sand
Dune Interpretive Center offering both static and changing exhibits featuring the
formation of Michigan sand dunes, plant life, and wildlife.
Grand Haven State Game Area
Several hundred acres of natural area located within and along the Grand River at
the north edge of Grand Haven Charter Township.
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West Michigan Land Conservancy
The West Michigan Land Conservancy owns the Palomita Reserve located adjacent to
Lake Michigan and accessed by Lakeshore Drive. The acreage is a significant natural
wetland area that drains into Lake Michigan. The land is open for informal public use.
There are no parking or public facilities at the Reserve.

Duncan Woods Private Land Trust
Duncan Woods is a private trust of wooded, natural land located within the City of Grand
Haven. The trust provides for public use and enjoyment of the woods and is open and
operated by a private trust fund board.

North Ottawa Rod and Gun Club
The North Ottawa Rod and Gun Club is located at 13064 160th Avenue within Grand
Haven Township. The non-profit club provides opportunities for skeet and trap fields, an
outdoor rifle range, a 3-D archery course, and an indoor pistol range. The public and
members are invited to utilize these facilities based on club fees. The Club provides
classes in youth and hunter safety, concealed carry CCW/CPL, outdoor education
instruction for Grand Haven Area Public Schools, Saturday youth programs, and shooting
opportunities for area residents.
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Schools Facilities within the Consolidated Plan Area
The following public school facilities are located within the City of Ferrysburg, City of
Grand Haven, Grand Haven Township, Spring Lake Township & Village of Spring Lake.
The recreation facilities that are available are noted.
Spring Lake Junior High
Village of Spring Lake, 21 Acres
Facilities include two soccer fields, Football and training field, on adult and one children’s
ball field.
Spring Lake High School
Spring Lake Township
Facilities include 8 tennis courts, large field, baseball field, and Spring Lake Community
and Aquatic Center.
Holmes Elementary School
Village of Spring Lake, 6.6 Acres
Facilities include a large playground, tennis courts, small ball field and low basketball
hoops.
Jeffers Elementary School
Spring Lake Township
Facilities include a playground, basketball court.
Lake Hills Elementary School
Spring Lake Township
Facilities include a large playground.
Township owned dune land.

The school is also adjacent to 100 acres of

Grand Haven High School
Grand Haven Township
The High School is located centrally in the Township and opened in September of 1997.
The building houses a gymnasium field house for 3,000 spectators, an aquatic center with
a pool open for community use, and a large performing arts auditorium as well as other
inside gymnasiums and facilities. The outside facilities include eight tennis courts, a
soccer & lacrosse stadium, a football stadium with track facilities, a football practice field,
two baseball diamonds, two softball fields, and a cross country trail.
Peach Plains Elementary School
Grand Haven Township
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Peach Plains Elementary School is located in the northeastern region of the Township on
23 acres of land.
The recreational facilities include a playground, combined
basketball/tennis courts, a play field, and a softball field. Indoor facilities include a
gymnasium.
Rosy Mound Elementary School
Grand Haven Township
Rosy Mound Elementary School is located along Lakeshore Drive in the western regions of
the Township. The school is located on a smaller school site with 11.5 acres of land. The
school facilities available for recreation include a playground, basketball courts, a softball
field, outdoor shelter, exercise course and a play field. Indoor facilities include a
gymnasium.
Lakeshore Middle School
City of Grand Haven
Facilities include a football and track field, tennis courts, and two open fields.
Ferry Elementary School
City of Grand Haven
Facilities include a large playground, two softball fields, and basketball courts.
Mary A. White Middle School
City of Grand Haven
Facilities include two softball fields, basketball courts and a playground.
White Pines Middle School
City of Grand Haven
Facilities include tennis courts and soccer field. White Pines Middle school is also
adjacent to the Grand Haven Area Public School and Griffin Elementary School.
Griffin Elementary School
City of Grand Haven
Facilities include a large playground and two softball fields. Griffin Elementary School is
also adjacent to White Pines Middle School and Grand Haven Area Public School
Grand Haven Area Public School
City of Grand Haven
Facilities include a football and track field. Grand Haven Area Public School is also
adjacent to White Pines Middle School and Griffin Elementary School.
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Area Trail & Pathway Maps
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Trails

Ferrysburg / Grand Haven / Spring Lake
68.6 Miles

Grand Haven Waterfront Trail / 2.5 Miles
The Grand Haven Waterfront Trail provides a scenic route from the shores of Lake Michigan to
Harbor Island and Coho Drive, past the Grand River and area shops.
Lakeshore Connector Path / 20 Miles
The Lakeshore Connector Path is a beautiful trail near the shoreline connecting Grand Haven with
Holland.
Lakeside Trail / 25.9 Miles
With the over 25 miles of trails, the Lakeside trail is an expansive trail around Spring Lake, running
through Fruitport Township, the City of Ferrysburg, Spring Lake Township and the Village of Spring
Lake.
Linear Trail Park / 16.9 Miles
The Linear Trail Park runs through many of Grand Haven’s neighborhoods, from the east and
connects at two points of the Lakeshore Connector Path on the west sides.
North Bank Trail / 3.3 Miles
The North Bank Trail is still in the processes of being completed. It will eventually be 18 miles,
running form Spring Lake to Coopersville.
ADA Review
Portions of the pathway are accessible, while other portions exceed 5% slope based on existing
natural slopes and driveways.
108

Trails

Ferrysburg / Grand Haven / Spring Lake
68.6 Miles

109

F e r r y s b u r g

Ba
yo

Legend

ys B

Trail Type
Bike Path

u
a yo

Hiking Trail
Proposed Trail
e
Stat

u

Proposed Paved Shoulder
Bridge with No Bike Path
Roads

Rd

144th Ave

North Beach
Park

Existing bike path:
22.85 Miles
Proposed bike path:
7.57 Miles
Proposed widened shoulde: 7.35 Miles

Kelly St

Pett

Sm
ith

Bike Paths

148th Ave

Van Wagoner Rd

N Fruitport Rd

168th Ave

dD
r

N USHY 31

174th Ave

Do
gw
oo

le
Dr

Hickory St

Lake

W Spring Lake Rd

T w p .

I
½

Ap
p

Jeru sale m Bayou

Hickory St

Spring

S US 31 HWY

you

180th Ave

Dr

Taft St

Ottawa
Dunes

ck

l Ba

North

L a k e

m
He

lo

Stah

Dr
Hickory St

S p r i n g

Spring Lake Township

Wilson St

lm
Pa

P.J. Hoffmaster
State Park

Wilson St

Little
Black
Lake

Municipal Boundaries
Parcels
Open Water

North Bank Trail
S p r i n g
L a k e
V i l l a g e

Lake

State-Owned Land

A
½

Krueger St

Cleveland St

Local Parks
Other Township Property
Other Open Space

a you
Lloy ds B

Michigan

152nd Ave

Pruin St

Rannes Rd

C r o c k e r y
T w p .

Leonard Rd

Grand Haven
State Park

G r a n d

H a v e n

Gr

an

d

Bo
o

m

Rd

Ri
ve
r
1 inch = 3,500 feet
G r a n d

H a v e n

0

T w p .

Dermo B

ayo

1,250

2,500

5,000

7,500

10,000
Feet

Ind ia
n

u

Grand Haven
State Game Area
GIS Department
12220 Fillmore Street, Suite 172
West Olive, Michigan 49460

ha

C

Pottawa ttom ie Bayou

n ne l

R o b i n s o n

T w p .

Phone (616)-738-4600
Fax
(616)-738-4604
http://gis.miottawa.org
© Copyright 2003, Ottawa County
This map has been developed through the
Ottawa County Geographic Information System
and as such is the property of Ottawa County.
Any duplication is restricted under the Copyright
laws, the Ottawa County Policy on Enhanced
Access to Public Records and Act 462 of the
Public Acts of 1996, as amended.
Photography date: April, 2004

110

Eagle's Park

Hickory St

Dr

36

Herm's Livery

29

18
Lake Hills

d

Elementary

I
½

Dr

Van Wagoner Rd

3

Water Tower Park

Ferrysburg Nature
Preserve

North Beach
Park

11

25

F e r r y s b u r g

10

Sm
ith

Coast Guard Park
Fire Barn Park

24

26

Lake

34
Ba
yo

u

Pett

ys B

Whistle-Stop
Park

32

20

6 Beach

Lakeside

S p r i n g

Park

Legend

15
Spring Lake

Spring Lake
Country Club

5
Central Park
e
21
Presbyterian

e
Stat

Chuch

Lloy

Municipal Boundaries
Parcels
Trails

A
½

Lloyds Bayou
Boat Launch

35

you
d s Ba

Open Water

Cleveland St

State-Owned Land
Golf Courses
Other Open Space

Pruin St

St. Matthew's
Lutheran School

Michigan

Rannes Rd

12

Critical Dunes

Rd

Roads

Middle School

Kitchell-Lindquist
Dune Preserve

u
ayo

30

Spring Lake Yacht
Club

23
L a k e 7V i l l a g
22 Community
13
Barber Street Park
Mill Point 19
Holmes
School
Boat Launch
16Elementary
Tanglefoot

Grand Haven Open
Space

Kelly St

Pettys Bayou
Boat Launch

Jackson Street Dock
William Ferry Park

Recreation Map

2
River Run
Park

G r a n d

H a v e n

28

14

Minnie Skwarek
Nature Preserve

Gr

27

an

d

Bo
o

m

Jeffers
Elementary

Rd

ve
r

Bruces Bayou - West
Boat Launch

G r a n d

H a v e n

Other Township Property

T w p .

17

Leonard Rd

Ri

Grand Haven
State Park

C r o c k e r y
Spring Lake
High School

144th Ave

Dunes

Do
gw
oo

le
Dr

Hickory St

152nd Ave

Township
Land

168th Ave

9

Taft St

174th Ave

Ottawa

T w p .

W Spring Lake Rd

4

DeWitt School

180th Ave

North

L a k e

Spring

St. Lazare's Retreat

S p r i n g

Ap
p

Jeru sale m Bayou

148th Ave

ck

N Fruitport Rd

lo

Lake

Dr
Hickory St

m
He

ou
Bay

S US 31 HWY

Township
Land

lm
Pa

8

31

Spring Lake Township

1

Rycenga Park

Wilson St

l
Stah

Little
Black
Lake

P.J. Hoffmaster
State Park

Wilson St

33

T w p .

Dermo B

ayo

1 inch equals 3,500 feet
0

1,250

2,500

5,000

7,500

10,000
Feet

In d ia
n

u

Grand Haven
State Game Area
ha

C

Pottawa ttomie Bayou

37

GIS Department
12220 Fillmore Street, Suite 172
West Olive, Michigan 49460

Indian Channel
Boat Launch

nn e l

R o b i n s o n

T w p .

Phone (616)-738-4600
Fax
(616)-738-4604
http://gis.miottawa.org
© Copyright 2003, Ottawa County
This map has been developed through the
Ottawa County Geographic Information System
and as such is the property of Ottawa County.
Any duplication is restricted under the Copyright
laws, the Ottawa County Policy on Enhanced
Access to Public Records and Act 462 of the
Public Acts of 1996, as amended.
Photography date: April, 2004

111

Do
gw
oo

dD
r

168th Ave

I
½

Resource
Area #6

Lake

Resource
Area #2

Resource Inventory
Kelly St

ys
Pett

Sm
ith
B

F e r r y s b u r g

ou
Bay

Legend

Sta

ay
ou

100' Stream Buffer
Municipal Boundaries
Resource Areas
Roads
Parcels
Open Water
State-Owned Land
Other Open Space
Wetland as identified on NWI and MIRIS maps
and soil area which include wetland soils

d
te R

144th Ave

North Beach
Park

W Spring Lake Rd

Van Wagoner Rd

Resource
Area #5

le
Dr

Hickory St

148th Ave

Dunes

Taft St

Ap
p

Jeru sale m Bayou

Resource
Area #6

T w p .

174th Ave

Ottawa

Dr

N Fruitport Rd

180th Ave

L a k e

ck

Spring

S p r i n g

North

S US 31 HWY

Hickory St

lo

ou
Bay

Resource
Area #1

m
He

Spring Lake Township
l
Stah

Little
Black
Lake

P.J. Hoffmaster
State Park

Wilson St

W Spring Lake Rd

Wilson St

L a k e

V i l l a g e

eg
Kru

S p r i n g

er S

A
½

t

Lake
Lloyd s B

152nd Ave

Resource
Area #3

Soil areas which include wetland soils
Wetlands as identified on NWI and MIRIS maps
Other Township Property

a y ou

Pruin St

Michigan

Cleveland St

Rannes Rd

C r o c k e r y

T w p .

Leonard Rd

G r a n d

H a v e n

Gr

an

d

Bo
o

m

Rd

Ri

Grand Haven
State Park

ve
r
1 inch equals 3,500 feet
G r a n d

H a v e n

0

T w p .

Dermo B

ayo

2,500

5,000

7,500

10,000
Feet

Ind ia
n

u

Resource
Area #4

GIS Department
12220 Fillmore Street, Suite 172
West Olive, Michigan 49460

ve

C

ha

A
144th

Grand Haven
State Game Area
Pottawattomie Bayou

1,250

n ne l

R o b i n s o n

T w p .

Phone (616)-738-4600
Fax
(616)-738-4604
http://gis.miottawa.org
© Copyright 2003, Ottawa County
This map has been developed through the
Ottawa County Geographic Information System
and as such is the property of Ottawa County.
Any duplication is restricted under the Copyright
laws, the Ottawa County Policy on Enhanced
Access to Public Records and Act 462 of the
Public Acts of 1996, as amended.
Photography date: April, 2004

112

Parks and Recreation

31
£
¤

Hickory

174th

168th

Taft

Gillin

Burgess
Dykehouse

Fruitport

Rotary

De Witt

view

De Witt

Brucker
Industrial Park
Hayes

Dr

168th

Lincoln

Ferris

148th

Green

144th

Ferris Street Pathway

152nd 152nd Avenue Pathway

168th

Lakeshore

County Parks Open Space

y
wa

31

County Parks

Johnson

31

River

th
Pa

Sleeper

ive

way

Groesbeck

Rosy Mound Natural Area

Roads

144th

Comstock

ry
cu

Hayes

Rosy M
ound

Trails

152nd

Robbins

cu
r

152nd

168th Avenue Pathway

172nd

178th

M
er

r
Me

Path

Golf Courses
Marinas

rive

£
!

Boat Stops

Park

Bo
om
Moreland

Tiles

Eaton

ey

160th

Coburn

Eastern

Gi
dl

Woodlawn

Airpark

eD
shor
Lake

Boat Launches

William

Leonard

y

Comstock

Legend

Cleveland

La

Hopkins

Griffin

Woodlawn
Park
Marion
Taylor
Oakes
Oak
Ottawa
Grand
Orchard
Orchard
Arlington
Ohio
Dykehouse

Hopkins
Barbara

Beacon

Beechtree

De Spelder
8th

Hillcrest

Orchard
Arlington
Ohio
Terrill

Krueger

Rannes

Ja

ne

ris

s

Pine

Da
Do

Glad
y

Wisconsin

nt

le

d

ce

Pine Ridg

e

Highlan

Taylor
Oakes
Ottawa

Kooiman

Duncan

River
James Summer
Winter
Fleser
Fall

Pennoyer

Slayton
Grant
Colfax

Stuart

Hillock

d

Cr
es

Franklin

31
£
¤
Beacon

ar

Colfax
Waverly
Woodlawn

y

w
Ed

ct

Columbus

Slayton

Va
lle

pe

Slayton

Madison

Friant

os
Pr

Davis

Mulligan

tate
y S

Central

Pruin

Madison

6th

4th

Co

Lafa Clinto
n
yett
e

Sherman

Y

Ma in

on

Albee

4th

1st

3rd
1st
tt ag

e

n

a
thw
d Pa

ke

Isle

et o
Br

Ma
dis

tt

Sidney

Elm

Tolford
Ann

Savidge

Adams
Monroe

Ellio

Suffolk
Harbor Point

Rayborn

Jordan

Buena Vist a
Longvie w

Grand Trun k

Visser

nd

nd
Gra

Harbor Isla

Stat
104

Barber
Mason

Cutler

31
£
¤

d

3rd

an

Bayberry

Cove

Rex

4th

Jackson

Pin

d

a
e Ro

Cutler
Park

k
la n
Ve
rp

2n

Kelly

Norfolk

e

5th
Carmen

Elm

North Beach Park

Maple

od

s

g
rin
Sp

ke
La

Doric

31

state

Hazel

re E

Park wo

Park Place

S ho

Roosevelt

ig an
Mich
Lane

Carlson

Lavinia

th a
roke
e

William s

Hiawa

C he

Taft

Van Wagoner

Mohawk

Ap
ple

144th

od

170th

Do
gw
o

yl
ar
M

Hickory

Spring Lake

180th

Hickory

ck
lo

148th

lm
Pa

m
He

Spring Lake

Wilson

Fruitport

Wilson

113

Previous Michigan Department of Natural Resources Recreation
Grants Documentation
Each of the communities have receive previous Michigan Department of Natural Resources
Recreation Grants which are listed below. These projects have been vital additions to recreation
within the community and are enjoyed daily. The communities have completed the required Post
Completion Self Certification forms are included in Appendix A.

City of Ferrysburg Previous Grants
Grant Project 26-00345
Municipal Park (Fire Barn Park)
Development of 4.8 acres of park including one ball diamond, two tennis courts, parking,
fencing, landscaping and site improvements. This park remains active within the
community with these facilities still in use.
Grant Project TF 17
Kitchel-Linquist Dunes Preserve
$300,000
Purchase of additional sand dune property for the Kitchel-Linquist Dunes Preserve.
Grant Project BF93-291
1993 Coast Guard Park
The project included improvements and developments to the entrance, site preparation,
drives, parking, walks, paved walkway, basketball courts, sand volleyball courts, picnic
shelter, and play area. These facilities remain active components of the park.

Grand Haven Charter Township Previous Grants
Grant Project 26-00429
1973 Mercury Drive Park
$32,812.79
The grant provided funding for the development of the softball diamond. Since this grant,
the Township has continued to expand development in the park with the addition of a
playground, picnic facilities, restroom building, inline hockey rink and parking lots. The
park is used by open community use as well as softball and hockey leagues sponsored
through the Northwest Ottawa Recreation Authority Programs.
Grant Project 26-00777
1976 Hofma Nature Park $23,697.56
This grant provided for the purchase of the Sleeper Street property and the adjoining
property totaling approximately 400 acres contiguous to the existing Hofma Park and is
known today as Hofma Preserve. The park is a significant resource and today has a
picnic area, playground, and restroom building as well as an extensive trail system.
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Grant Project 26-01358
1984 Hofma Trust Park Dev.
$164,161.73
This grant provided for several improvements to Hofma Preserve including the restroom
building, floating bridge, and elevated/floating observation platform, wooded boardwalk,
nature trails with markers and directional maps. These facilities are all in use and used
daily by park visitors.
Grant Project BF89-483
1989 Hofma Park Recreation
$112,000.00
This project included the construction of a soccer field, picnic shelter, restroom building
and paved parking. The soccer field is utilized for league play and all of the park
facilities are in operation.
Grant Project TF90-254
1990 Pottawattomie Park $300,000.00
This initial phase of Pottawattomie Park included 3 shelters, restroom building, floating
fishing/observation platform, sidewalks/nature trails, fixed boardwalk, paved parking, two
volleyball courts, and children's play equipment and sprinkling. These facilities are all in
operation. The playground was recently upgraded with new equipment.
Grant Project TF94-258
1994 Pottawattomie Park $100,000.00
This project included the addition of paved and soft surface nature trails, individual picnic
areas with tables, grills, and waste cans, a new soccer field, and two additional parking
areas. All of these facilities are in operation. The soccer field is utilized for league and
pick up play. The park remains very popular and is often full to capacity. Additional
improvements have been made for a small drop in boat launch on the bayou and security
cameras were added to the park.
Grant Funding TF97-112
1997 144th Ave. Land Acq. $123,500.00
This grant provided funding for the purchase of a property adjacent to an existing public
street right-of-way that ended at the Grand River. The property was acquired for the
purpose of creating a formal boat launch facility on the Grand River that provides not
only river access, but also access into Lake Michigan
Grant Project TF99-048
1999 144th Ave. Boat Launch
$275,000.00
This grant provided the funding to complete the construction of a new boat launch on the
land purchased with Grant TF97-112. The park has been named Odawa/Battle Point
Boat Launch. The facility includes boat ramps and on-site parking for vehicles and trailers.
The facility is heavily used throughout the boating season. Additional facilities have not
been added as the development has utilized all existing available land and has not
needed upgrading due to the newness of the facilities.
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GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
The Goals and Objectives provide the overriding ideas and thoughts regarding the planning,
development and maintenance of parks and recreation facilities and recreational opportunities
within the community.

Goals and Objectives were developed independently by each

community to reflect the uniqueness of each governmental area, while also including goals and

objectives for cooperative support and development of regional and overlapping recreational
opportunities.

This section includes Goals and Objectives for the communities of:
City of Ferrysburg

City of Grand Haven

Grand Haven Charter Township
Spring Lake Township

Village of Spring Lake
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City of Ferrysburg Goals and Objectives
The Goals and Objectives provide overall guidance and vision for the future of parks and
recreation within the community and are based on the recreation inventory, data, and public
input collected throughout the planning process.

The Action Plan section of this plan

determines proposed projects that help to meet these Goals and Objectives. These Goals are
not given in a priority order, with the numerical numbering provided for identification only.
Goal Number 1:

To provide multi-generational recreational opportunities within the
community as the City is comprised of persons of all ages.

Objectives:
a.

To provide activities for each of the major age and activity groups.

b.

To provide for activities and experiences that can be enjoyed together with

c.

To allow for all persons of multiple generations, extended family groups, and

persons of multiple ages.

large groups to universally enjoy the parks.

Goal Number 2:

To provide recreational facilities for persons of all abilities.

Objectives:
a.

To develop new facilities, and renovate existing facilities, that will expand

b.

To develop new facilities, and renovate existing facilities, that will meet or exceed

c.

To develop new facilities that integrate ADA accommodations in such a way that

recreational opportunities for all residents.

the Americans with Disabilities Act, (ADA).

they are seamlessly used by all residents within the community and to not cause
separation of users based on abilities.
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Goal Number 3: To retain all existing park lands for the use and enjoyment for all.
Objectives:
a.

To retain existing recreational lands for recreational use.

b.

To maintain the park facilities at a level consistent to the uses and desires of the

c.

To make improvements to the parks based on the priorities as determined by the

community.

City of Ferrysburg.

Goal Number 4:

As residential growth continues within the City, the parks and natural
areas owned continue to grow in significance. The City will continue
to

provide

and

expand

diversified

recreational

and

natural

experiences for the residents.
Objectives:
a.

To acquire additional cultural, recreational, and natural parklands.

b.

To develop individual site utilization plans for each park property.

Goal Number 5:

To continue to provide, as much as possible, free use of the parks and
facilities.

Objectives:
a.

To continue to allow for open use of the park lands and to not charge admission
into the facilities to provide public recreational opportunities for all residents
regardless of economic status.

b.

To minimally charge, as necessary, for special events, facility usage and athletic
field maintenance to keep the facilities available for public use.
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Goal Number 6:

To continue the development of the Non-Motorized Trail System
within the City for the purpose of providing for healthy lifestyles
through exercise, enjoyment of the environment, and as a nonmotorized transportation system linking homes, schools, parks, and
commercial areas.

Objectives:
a.

To continue to expand the system providing additional linkages to Coast Guard
Park, North Ottawa Dunes, North Beach Park, and the proposed 100 acre Spring

Lake Township Park to the north.
b.

To link the system whenever possible to other planned county and regional non-

motorized systems including linkages shown on the Ottawa County NonMotorized Pathway Study prepared by the Ottawa County Planning and Grants
Department. The study shows proposed regional routes for the North Bank Trail,
and the US 35 Bicycle Route from Sault Ste. Marie, MI to Natchez Trace, MS.

c.

To maintain a master plan for pathway development which includes both the City

d.

To improve orientation, route and information signage along the pathways.

e.

To create additional trailhead parking locations, linkages, and small rest parks

pathways and regional proposed pathways.

along the pathways.

Goal Number 7:

To seek cooperative efforts with adjoining governmental units in
providing the public with parks, recreation facilities, and
programming.

Objectives:
a.

To continue to support the Northwest Ottawa Recreation Authority, NORA, which
provides public recreation programming for the community.
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b.

To continue to seek new and support existing cooperative agreements with

adjoining local governmental units for the development and operation of parks
and recreation facilities.

c.

To support the efforts of the Ottawa County Parks and Recreation Commission

for the acquisition and development of parklands including the Grand River

Greenway along the Grand River and the North Coastal Greenway along Lake
d.

Michigan.

To encourage the development of the “Blue Water Trail” system along the Grand
River including kayak launches, signage of public access points along the river
from both land and water sides, as well as water route maps.

e.

To continue to support the efforts of the Ottawa County Road Commission in the

development of end of road access points to the Grand River and bayous, as well
as non-motorized transportation facilities.

f.

To encourage the discussion of expanding regional based public recreation for
facilities, programs, and special events in order to facilitate the best opportunities
for residents for the most reasonable expense.

Goal Number 8:

To increase public awareness and knowledge of the recreational
opportunities which exist for the City residents and visitors.

Objectives:
a.

Develop promotional brochures and materials with information on the parks.

b.

Utilize the City’s website to provide access to electronic versions of information.

Goal Number 9:

To be a community that celebrates and promotes recreational
tourism.

Objectives:
a.

To encourage the public use of facilities for special recreational events.

b.

To encourage promotion of recreational bicycle and water trail tourism.
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City of Grand Haven Goals and Objectives
The Goals and Objectives provide overall guidance and vision for the future of parks and
recreation within the community and are based on the recreation inventory, data, and public
input collected throughout the planning process.

The Action Plan section of this plan

determines proposed projects that help to meet these Goals and Objectives. These Goals are
not given in a priority order, with the numerical numbering provided for identification only.
Goal Number 1:

To provide multi-generational recreational opportunities within the
community as the City is comprised of persons of all ages.

Objectives:
a.

To provide facilities and open park lands for recreational opportunities for all

b.

To allow for persons of multiple generations, extended family groups, and large

ages.

groups to universally enjoy nature preserves, parks, and recreational facilities and
programming.

Goal Number 2:

To provide recreational facilities for persons of all mental and
physical abilities.

Objectives:
a.

To renovate existing facilities and develop new facilities that meet or exceed the

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) to expand recreational opportunities for all
residents.

b.

To renovate existing facilities that integrate accessible accommodations to be

used seamlessly by all community users and not cause a separation of users
based on abilities.

Goal Number 3:

As growth continues with and surround the City, our public outdoor
areas continue to grow in significance and usage.

The City will

continue to provide diversified outdoor experiences for the residents.
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Objectives:
a.

The City will retain all dedicated park lands for the use and enjoyment of
community users.
recreational uses.

The City will not convert existing park lands into non-

b.

The City will continue to protect and plan for the best usage of natural areas

c.

The city will purchase, or receive as gifts, additional park lands as deemed

including woodlots, natural vegetation, and river and lake frontage.

appropriate to continue to expand recreational lands for the use of City residents.

Goal Number 4:

To continue to provide, as much as possible, maximum use of the
parks and facilities by residents.

Objectives:
a.

To continue to allow for open use of the park lands and to not charge admission

b.

To provide for general public recreational opportunities for all community users

c.

To minimally charge for special events, private events and athletic field

to the facilities.

regardless of economic status.

maintenance in order to keep the facilities available for general public use.

Goal Number 5:

To seek cooperative efforts with adjoining governmental units in
providing

the

public

with

parks,

recreation

facilities,

and

programming.
Objectives:
a.

To continue to support public recreation programming for the community
through the Northwest Ottawa Recreation Authority (NORA).
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b.

To continue to seek new and support existing cooperative agreements with
adjoining local governmental units for the development and operation of parks
and recreation facilities.

c.

To support the efforts of the Ottawa County Parks and Recreation Commission

for the acquisition and development of parklands including the Grand River

Greenway along the Grand River and the North Coastal Greenway along Lake
Michigan.
d.

To encourage the development of the “Blue Water Trail” system along the Grand
River including signage of public access points along the river from both land
and water sides, as well as water route maps.

e.

To continue to support the efforts of the Ottawa County Road Commission in the

f.

To encourage the discussion of expanding regional based public recreation for

development of end of road access points to the Grand River and bayous.

facilities, programs, and special events in order to facilitate the best opportunities
for residents for the most reasonable expense.

g.

To encourage the development of the Non-Motorized Pathway, Sidewalk, and

On-Street Systems within the City and surrounding communities for the purpose

of facilitating healthy lifestyles through exercise and enjoyment of the
environment, as well as link neighborhoods, schools, parks, and commercial
areas.
Goal Number 6:

To support, as appropriate, non-profit organizations and citizens who
choose to provide recreational facilities and programming for the
residents.

Objectives:
a.

To provide a balance of programming for all ages, cultures and abilities within

b.

To provide programming to address social concerns such as senior and preschool

the community.

populations, after school programs, and community health.
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c.

To continue to support programs and special events which are jointly supported

d.

To encourage recreational and cultural events which also support economic

e.

To encourage and support park facility development within the parks by citizens

by public schools, non-profits, and civic organizations.

development within the community.

and non-profits organizations.
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Grand Haven Charter Township Goals and Objectives
The Goals and Objectives section of the plan provides goals for the future of parks and
recreation within the community.

These goals have been written for the plan based on public

input for current and future recreational opportunities. Each goal is further defined by the

Objectives that follow. The Action Plan section of this plan determines proposed projects that
help to meet these goals. These goals are not given in a priority order, and the numerical
numbering is for identification only.
Goal Number 1:

To provide multi-generational recreational opportunities within the
community as the Township is comprised of persons of all ages.

Objectives:
a.

To provide activities for each of the major age and activity groups.

b.

To provide for activities and experiences that can be enjoyed together with

c.

To allow for all persons of multiple generations, extended family groups, and

persons of multiple ages.

large groups to universally enjoy the parks.

Goal Number 2:

To provide recreational facilities for persons of all abilities both
mentally and physically.

Objectives:
a.

To develop new facilities that will expand recreational opportunities for all

b.

To develop new facilities that will meet the Americans with Disabilities Act, (ADA).

c.

To develop new facilities that integrate ADA accommodations in such a way that

residents.

they are seamlessly used by all residents within the community and to not cause
separation of users based on abilities.
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Goal Number 3:

To retain all existing park lands for the use and enjoyment of
residents.

Objectives:
a.

To retain existing recreational lands for recreational use.

b.

To maintain, to the best of its ability, the existing park facilities.

c.

To make improvements to the parks based on the Community Recreation Plan.

Goal Number 4:

As residential growth continues within the Township, the natural
areas owned by the Township continue to grow in significance and
face increased public usage. The Township will continue to provide
diversified natural experiences for the residents.

Objectives:
a.

To protect and plan for the best usage of natural areas within Hofma Park and

b.

To seek to expand through property acquisitions.

c.

To develop a plan that will encourage gifts of land to the Township or the Land

Preserve, Bignell Park, and Pottawattomie Park.

Conservancy of West Michigan for additional park lands and preserves.

Goal Number 5:

To continue to provide, as much as possible, free use of the parks and
facilities.

Objectives:
a.

To continue to allow for open use of the park lands and to not charge admission
into the facilities to provide public recreational opportunities for all residents

regardless of economic status.
b.

To minimally charge, as required, for the boat launch operation, special events,

facility usage and athletic field maintenance to keep the facilities available for
public use.

A Community Parks and Recreation Plan in NW Ottawa County 2015-2019
PUBLIC REVIEW DRAFT
126

Goal Number 6:

To continue the development of the Non-Motorized Pathway System
within the Township for the purpose of providing for healthy
lifestyles through exercise, enjoyment of the environment, and as a
non-motorized transportation system linking homes, schools, parks,
and commercial areas.

Objectives:
a.

To continue to expand the system providing additional linkages.

b.

To link the system whenever possible to other planned county and regional nonmotorized systems including linkages shown on the Ottawa County Non-

Motorized Pathway Study prepared by the Ottawa County Planning and Grants

Department in 2008. The study shows proposed regional routes along Lake
Michigan Drive, and Mercury Drive along the Grand River as well as more newly
proposed US 35 Bicycle Route from Sault Ste. Marie, MI to Natchez Trace, MS.
c.

To support future ballot issues for additional funding for pathway system

d.

To maintain a master plan for pathway development which includes both the

development and maintenance.

Township System and regional proposed pathways.

Goal Number 7:

To continue to support Northwest Ottawa Recreation Authority
(NORA) which is jointly supported by the regional governmental
agencies and public schools. Encourage non-profit organizations to
provide recreational programming, maintenance and special events
within the community.

Objectives:
a.

To assist, as funds allow, the non-profit organizations through the development

and maintenance of recreational facilities that support the athletic leagues and
special events.

Goal Number 8:

Seek cooperative efforts with adjoining governmental units in
providing public parks and recreation facilities.
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Goal Number 9:

To support the efforts of the Ottawa County Parks and Recreation
Commission and continue to nurture the relationship between the
Township and the County.

Objectives:
a.

To support the County’s acquisition and development of public recreation lands
along Lake Michigan known as the North Coastal Greenway.

Within Grand

Haven Charter Township, these parks currently include Rosy Mound Natural Area

and Kirk Park. The County parks along Lake Michigan provide lake access to all
Township residents as well as attract users from throughout the larger West

Michigan community.
a.

To support the County’s acquisition and development of public recreation lands

b.

To support the County efforts to retain Hiawatha Forest, a 365 acre site east of

along the Grand River known as the Grand River Greenway.

Kirk Park, as a natural area with hardwoods and pines.

Goal Number 10:

To support and encourage the discussion of an expanded regional
recreation authority with neighboring cities, townships, and school
districts.

Objectives:
a.

To plan and provide for active and passive recreational facilities based on

b.

To provide programming staff and community recreation programs through a

c.

To provide funding to support the regional recreation authority.

regional need and use through the authority.

regional recreation authority.
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Spring Lake Township Goals and Objectives
The Goals and Objectives provide overall guidance and vision for the future of parks and
recreation within the community and are based on the recreation inventory, data, and public
input collected throughout the planning process.

The Action Plan section of this plan

determines proposed projects that help to meet these Goals and Objectives. These Goals are

not given in a priority order, with the numerical numbering provided for identification only.
Goal Number 1:

To provide multi-generational recreational opportunities within the
community as the Township is comprised of persons of all ages.

Objectives:
a.

To provide activities for each of the major age and activity groups.

b.

To provide for activities and experiences that can be enjoyed together with

c.

To allow for all persons of multiple generations, extended family groups, and

persons of multiple ages.

large groups to universally enjoy the parks.

Goal Number 2:

To provide recreational facilities for persons of all abilities both
mentally and physically.

Objectives:
a.

To develop new facilities that will expand recreational opportunities for all

b.

To develop new facilities, and renovate existing facilities, that will meet or exceed

c.

To develop new facilities that integrate ADA accommodations in such a way that

residents.

the Americans with Disabilities Act, (ADA).

they are seamlessly used by all residents within the community and to not cause
separation of users based on abilities.

Goal Number 3:
residents.

To retain all existing park lands for the use and enjoyment of

Objectives:
a.

To retain existing recreational lands for recreational use.
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b.

To maintain the park facilities at a level consistent to the uses and desires of the

c.

To make improvements to the parks based on the Community Recreation Plan.

community.

Goal Number 4:

As residential growth continues within the Township, the parks and
natural areas owned by the Township continue to grow in
significance and face increased public usage.

The Township will

continue to provide and expand diversified natural experiences for
the residents.
Objectives:
a.

To acquire additional cultural, recreational, and natural parklands.

b.

To develop individual site utilization plans for each park property.

c.

To develop a plan, consistent with the Resource Inventory, that will encourage
gifts of land to the Township or the Land Conservancy of West Michigan for
additional parklands and preserves.

d.

To create and maintain a Green Infrastructure Plan based, in part, on a natural

e.

To continue to seek out opportunities to enhance waterfront access to Spring

features inventory.

Lake, Lake Michigan, and the Grand River.

Goal Number 5:

To continue to provide, as much as possible, free use of the parks and
facilities.

Objectives:
a.

To continue to allow for open use of the park lands and to not charge admission
into the facilities to provide public recreational opportunities for all residents
regardless of economic status.

b.

To minimally charge, as necessary, for special events, facility usage and athletic
field maintenance to keep the facilities available for public use.

Goal Number 6:

To continue the development and maintenance of the Non-Motorized
Trail System within the Township for the purpose of providing for
healthy lifestyles through exercise, enjoyment of the environment,
and as a non-motorized transportation system linking homes,
schools, parks, and commercial areas.
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Objectives:
a.

To continue to expand the system providing additional linkages as determined by
the Spring Lake Township bike path map approved by the Recreation Committee
and Township Board.

b.

To link the system whenever possible to other planned county and regional non-

motorized systems including linkages shown on the Ottawa County NonMotorized Pathway Study prepared by the Ottawa County Planning and Grants
Department. The study shows proposed regional routes for the North Bank Trail,
and the US 35 Bicycle Route from Sault Ste. Marie, MI to Natchez Trace, MS.

c.

To maintain a master plan for pathway development, which includes both the

d.

To improve orientation, route and information signage along the pathways.

e.

To create additional trailhead parking locations, linkages, and small rest parks

f.

Township System and regional proposed pathways.

along the pathways.

To participate in “Trail Towns” program to promote local businesses located near
the pathways.

Goal Number 7:

To seek cooperative efforts with adjoining governmental units in
providing

the

public

with

parks,

recreation

facilities,

and

programming.
Objectives:
a.
b.

To continue to support the Spring Lake Area Recreation Commission, who
provides public recreation programming for the community.

To continue to seek new and support existing cooperative agreements with

adjoining local governmental units for the development and operation of parks
and recreation facilities.

c.

To support the efforts of the Ottawa County Parks and Recreation Commission

for the acquisition and development of parklands including the Grand River
Greenway along the Grand river and the North Coastal Greenway along Lake
Michigan.

d.

To encourage the development of the “Blue Water Trail” system along the Grand
River including signage of public access points along the river from both land
and water sides, as well as water route maps.
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e.

To continue to support the efforts of the Ottawa County Road Commission in the

development of end of road access points to the Grand River and bayous, as well
as non-motorized transportation facilities.

f.

To continue to work cooperatively with the Michigan Department of Natural

g.

To encourage the discussion of expanding regional based public recreation for

Resources regarding state owned recreation properties within the Township.

facilities, programs, and special events in order to facilitate the best opportunities
for residents for the most reasonable expense.

Goal Number 8:

To increase public awareness and knowledge of the recreational
opportunities which exist for the township residents and visitors.

Objectives:
a.

Develop promotional brochures and materials with information on the parks.

b.

Utilize the Township’s website to provide access to electronic versions of
information.

Goal Number 9:

To be a community that celebrates and promotes recreational
tourism.

Objectives:
a.

To encourage the public use of facilities for special recreational events.

b.

To encourage promotion of recreational bicycle and water trail tourism.
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Village of Spring Lake Goals and Objectives
The Goals and Objectives provide overall guidance and vision for the future of parks and
recreation within the community and are based on the recreation inventory, data, and public
input collected throughout the planning process.

The Action Plan section of this plan

determines proposed projects that help to meet these Goals and Objectives. These Goals are
not given in a priority order, with the numerical numbering provided for identification only.
Goal Number 1:

To provide multi-generational recreational opportunities within the
community as the Village is comprised of persons of all ages.

Objectives:
a.

To provide activities for each of the major age and activity groups.

b.

To provide for activities and experiences that can be enjoyed together with

c.

To allow for all persons of multiple generations, extended family groups, and

persons of multiple ages.

large groups to universally enjoy the parks.

Goal Number 2:

To provide recreational facilities for persons of all abilities both
mentally and physically.

Objectives:
a.

To develop facilities that will expand recreational opportunities for all residents.

b.

To renovate existing facilities, that will meet or exceed the Americans with

c.

To integrate ADA accommodations in all new facilities in such a way that they are

Disabilities Act, (ADA).

seamlessly used by all residents within the community and to not cause

separation
Goal Number 3:

of users based on abilities.

To retain and maintain all existing park lands for the use and
enjoyment of residents.

Objectives:
a.

To retain existing recreational lands for recreational use.

b.

To maintain the park facilities at a level consistent to the uses and desires of the

c.

To make improvements to the parks based on the Community Recreation Plan.

community.
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Goal Number 4:

To seek cooperative efforts with adjoining governmental units in

providing the public with parks, recreation facilities, and programming.
Objectives:
a.

To continue to support public recreation programming for the community.

b.

To continue to seek new and support existing cooperative agreements with

adjoining local governmental units for the development and operation of parks
and recreation facilities.

c.

To support the efforts of the Ottawa County Parks and Recreation Commission

for the acquisition and development of parklands including the Grand River
Greenway along the Grand river and the North Coastal Greenway along Lake
Michigan.

d.

To encourage the development of the “Blue Water Trail” system along the Grand
River including signage of public access points along the river from both land
and water sides, as well as water route maps.

e.

To continue to support the efforts of the Ottawa County Road Commission in the

development of end of road access points to the Grand River and bayous, as well
as non-motorized transportation facilities.

f.

To encourage the discussion of expanding regional based public recreation for
facilities, programs, and special events in order to facilitate the best opportunities
for residents for the most reasonable expense.

Goal Number 5:

To increase public awareness and knowledge of the recreational
opportunities which exist for the Village residents and visitors.

Objectives:
a.
b.

Maintain and improve promotional brochures and materials with information on

the parks.

Utilize technology to provide access to and promote recreational opportunities.
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Goal Number 6:
tourism.

To be a community that celebrates and promotes recreational

Objectives:
a.

To encourage the public use of facilities for special recreational events.

b.

To encourage promotion of recreational bicycle and water trail tourism.
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ACTION PLAN
The Action Plan section provides the intended direction for making improvements towards
accomplishing the Goals and Objectives.

The Action Plan includes specific projects, desired

land acquisitions, as well as other larger planning and organizational actions that have been

identified through the planning process. The projects given within this Section are the ones that
have been best identified at the time of the writing of this plan, however, it is very likely that

additional projects or means of accomplishing goals will become apparent as time progresses.
Therefore, this document is meant as a guide, and it is the overall Goals and Objectives that will
continue to provide the framework in the future.

Within this document, an Action Plan is provided for each of the five communities which

includes a Capital Improvement Schedule of projects as well as other relevant action items for
the communities. These have also been combined in order to provide a community-wide view

of the Action Plans.

Consolidated Land Acquisition List

A consolidated list of potential desired land acquisitions has been prepared and in included on
the following pages.
Action Plans.

These are also included individually within each of the five community

Consolidated Capital Improvement Project List

A consolidated list of potential capital improvement projects has been prepared and is included

on the following pages. These projects are also included individually within each of the five
community Action Plan sections.

Grand River Harbor Park Location Map

The Grand River Harbor Park Location Map has been re-included within this section of the plan
in order to provide a reference map for proposed project locations.
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Community Potential Property Acquisitions List

The community has identified several pieces of property that are desired to expand the
recreational resources and opportunities. Some of these are very specific parcels, such as
parcels adjacent to existing parks, while others are desired resources without specific parcels
identified. This list consolidates all of the parcels allowing them to be viewed as a whole in
hopes that through expanded knowledge, greater opportunities and awareness for acquisition
may be gained.
Community-Wide Recreation Complex
For more than fifteen years, the community as a whole, through various venues, has
been discussing the need for a large sports complex with a combination of athletic fields,
tournament facilities, and potentially an indoor active sports facility. In all of these
discussions, the need for a large tract of land is needed ranging in size from
approximately 80 to 100 acres depending on the land configuration, soil conditions,
natural resources on the site that require protection, as well as the number of facilities to
be constructed. Identifying and acquiring this land is a major part of determining the
potential success of such a facility.
City of Ferrysburg

Hartger Parcel located within the boundaries Kitchel-Linquist-Hartger Dunes Preserve, to

convert the privately held in-holding into preserve land.

Residential property west of Fire Barn Park for improved access, parking and expansion

of green space and enhanced use areas and facilities. This property would enlarge the
boundaries of the existing park, resolve conflicts between activities at the park and the
residential use, and provide additional off-street parking.

Public access site for a boat launch on the Grand River or Spring Lake at a location to be
determined.

City of Grand Haven

Parking Lot property to provide additional public parking for Bicentennial Park,
waterfront and stadium.

Acquisition of the residential property adjacent to East Grand River Park which will allow

for the construction of a new expanded ADA accessible restroom building and expand
the existing parking lot. The park currently surrounds the house on three sides.
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Acquisition of the parking lot located adjacent to the park at the corner of Beechtree St.
and Waverly Ave. to provide additional parking for the park.

A new neighborhood park location in the southeast area of the City at a location yet to
be determined.

Grand Haven Charter Township

Grand Haven Charter Township continues to focus on the acquisition of lands adjacent
to Hofma Park and Hofma Preserve in order to expand the natural based recreational
resources within this unique and naturally rich area of the Township.

Parklands in southwest quadrant of Township are desired as the Township currently does
not own any parklands in this area of the Township. As this area is currently the least
developed, it is anticipated that overtime demand for greenspace in this southwest area
will increase.

Spring Lake Township

Eagles Campground on Little Black Lake for additional waterfront park land and a
possible public campground.

Land parcels to be determined along M104 to provide a viewshed to Lloyd’s Bayou and
to provide a trailhead parking area.

Land parcels to be determined along the Grand River and Spring Lake to provide
additional waterfront access and pocket park opportunities along the multipurpose

pathways.

Village of Spring Lake

The Village of Spring Lake is currently not seeking to purchase additional park lands at

this time, as they are currently focus on a program of redevelopment within their existing
parks.
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Community Potential Projects List

Below is the consolidated list of potential projects for the five communities that allow for
viewing the projects on a community-wide basis.

Each of these lists are also provided in

individual governmental write ups which consolidate the property acquisitions, projects, short
summaries, and other relevant information for each agency.
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City of Ferrysburg Action Plan
The Action Plan section provides the intended direction for making improvements towards
accomplishing the Goals and Objectives.

The Action Plan includes desired land acquisitions,

potential projects, as well as other larger planning and organizational actions that have been

identified through the planning process. The projects given within this Section are the ones that
have been best identified at the time of the writing of this plan, however, it is very likely that

additional projects or means of accomplishing goals will become apparent as time progresses.
Therefore, this document is meant as a guide, and it is the overall Goals and Objectives that will
continue to provide the framework in the future.

Potential Property Acquisitions

The City of Ferrysburg has identified the following properties as priorities for acquisitions for
parkland:

Hartger Parcel located within the boundaries Kitchel-Linquist-Hartger Dunes Preserve, to

convert the privately held in-holding into preserve land.

Residential property west of Fire Barn Park for improved access, parking and expansion

of green space and enhanced use areas and facilities. This property would enlarge the
boundaries of the existing park, resolve conflicts between activities at the park and the
residential use, and provide additional off-street parking.

Public access site for a boat launch on the Grand River or Spring Lake at a location to be

determined.
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Potential Projects List

Below is a list of the potential projects identified through the Planning Process for the
community’s parks.

Potential Project Summaries
Fire Barn Park
Fire Barn Park is an active park located adjacent to the City’s Fire Barn with facilities that were
constructed for the most part, several decades ago, and are in need of revitalization. The park is
very busy on a daily visit and is used for league athletic play as well as individual resident
recreation. The renovation of the park will bring the worn facilities up to current standards,
increase ADA accessibility, increase overall usability, and complete much needed upgrades.
Coast Guard Park Phase II Improvements
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Phase II Improvements will continue the development of Coast Guard Park based on the Master
Plan. This next phase of improvements will include entrance area improvements, a new
amphitheater to provide an outdoor performance venue, a splash park, and additional park
equipment. Coast Guard Park is a popular park and is busy daily for league recreational
activities, group picnics and events, as well as individual recreation within the park. All of these
new facilities will expand the opportunities for recreational visitors.
Non-Motorized Pathway Improvements
Continued improvements to the Non-Motorized Pathway Improvements including the addition
of benches along the pathway to provide for resting points as well as the expansion of the
pathway along Van Wagoner Road.
Ferrysburg Nature Preserve
The Ferrysburg Nature Preserve is currently a beautiful wooded nature preserve that has limited
access. The proposed projects will provide for a small vehicle entrance off from Dogwood Drive
into a small parking lot and the development of a trail system. These developments will provide
greater access for the public to these natural resources.
Street End Improvements
The City has identified nine additional street ends that are located on Spring Lake that provide
public access to the water for the residents. The City continues to strive to develop these street
ends to expand public access to the water throughout the City.
Kayak & Canoe Launch
The City would like to develop a canoe and kayak launch located on either Spring Lake or the
Grand River in order to provide public drop-in boat launch access to the water. Currently the
City does not have any facilities of this type. A piece of waterfront property large enough in size
to provide for the launch and parking needs to be acquired.
City Hall Park
City Hall is located in a former elementary school building which is serving well as a City Hall
and community center. The City Hall also includes a large parking lot and the “old playground”
from the school. The City plans to redevelop the playground into a City park beginning first
with a new master plan for the site which will convert the playground into a park with suitable
public facilities such as a play area, small picnic shelter, lawn play field, benches, picnic areas,
outdoor court, and accessible walkways.
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City of Grand Haven Action Plan
The Action Plan section provides the intended direction for making improvements towards
accomplishing the Goals and Objectives.

The Action Plan includes desired land acquisitions,

potential projects, as well as other larger planning and organizational actions that have been

identified through the planning process. The projects given within this Section are the ones that
have been best identified at the time of the writing of this plan, however, it is very likely that

additional projects or means of accomplishing goals will become apparent as time progresses.
Therefore, this document is meant as a guide, and it is the overall Goals and Objectives that will
continue to provide the framework in the future.

Potential Property Acquisitions

The City of Grand Haven has identified the following properties as priorities for acquisitions for

parkland:

Parking Lot property to provide additional public parking for Bicentennial Park,
waterfront and stadium.

Acquisition of the residential property adjacent to East Grand River Park which will allow

for the construction of a new expanded ADA accessible restroom building and expand
the existing parking lot. The park currently surrounds the house on three sides.

Acquisition of the parking lot located adjacent to the park at the corner of Beechtree St.
and Waverly Ave. to provide additional parking for the park.

A new neighborhood park location in the southeast area of the City at a location yet to
be determined.
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Potential Projects List

Potential Projects Summaries
Bicentennial Park Parking Lot
Acquisition of the nearby parking lot to provide additional parking for the park, waterfront, and
waterfront stadium, as public parking is often limited during busy days and during events.
Bolt Park Play Structure and Walkway
Installation of a new neighborhood play structure with connecting walkway to provide a play
space within the park for neighborhood children to enjoy.
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Chinnock Pier Park Lighting Upgrade and Drinking Fountain
Improve the existing site lighting to provide for better year round use and provide a new
drinking fountain for public use.
City Beach Accessible Beach Access
Currently the City provides a beach mat walkway system for improved ADA accessibility into the
beach and provide greater access near the Lake Michigan water’s edge. The walkway is in need
of replacement due to the walkway’s deterioration. The new walkway will also improve the ADA
accessibility with a more even surface.
East Grand River Park Restroom, Parking Expansions, & Boat Launch Completion
Acquisition of the adjacent residential property and removal of the house to create additional
parkland will allow for the development of a new expanded restroom building providing for
better ADA accessibility. The additional land area will also allow for additional parking and
vehicle circulation for the Flahive Boat Launch.
Harbor Island Bike Path Repair
The bike path on Harbor Island is reaching an age where the surface is in need of repairs and
resurfacing. This project will repair and resurface the pathway where needed.
Harbor Island Campground
This project is the construction of a new campground to be owned and operated by the City to
provide for additional camping within the City. The campground would be in walking distance of
the downtown, beach, and have access to the Grand River.
Lighthouse Connector Park Restrooms & Improved Accessibility
Two projects will improve this popular waterfront public park. The current restroom facility,
operated by the MDNR, is an old building that is in need of renovation and does not meet
current ADA standards. The new building will provide newer facilities which meet the current
standards which are also easier to maintain. The existing walkway surface has several areas that
although are concrete surfaces, have numerous areas that are uneven or raised edges which
require renovations to increase ADA accessibility.
Mulligan’s Hollow Park Redevelopment
Based on the new park master plan, the City is redeveloping the park. The inner core of the park
is the vehicle circulation and parking which requires upgrading in order to better organize and
separate the traffic, parking, and pedestrians. The park features are located around this inner
core and the renovation of these facilities are also included in the master plan and will be
phased in as funds allow.
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North Shore Fisherman’s Parking Lot Resurfacing
The North Shore Fisherman’s Parking Lot is an asphalt paved parking lot that is in need of
resurfacing. It is used daily by people accessing the north pier at the mouth of the Grand River
to walk out on the pier to view Lake Michigan or to fish.
Olde Towne Pocket Park Kayak & Canoe Launch
This is park is located on the old Shell property on the south side of the South Channel of the
Grand River. A new kayak & canoe launch will provide a launch in the downtown area with
access to both the Grand River and Lake Michigan.
Sluka Park Parking Lot Expansion
Acquisition of the adjacent parking lot at the corner of Beechtree St. and Waverly Ave. to
provide additional parking for Saluka Field as parking is often limited during league play.
Waterfront Stadium Replacement
Waterfront stadium is a popular downtown venue for a variety of events including viewing for
the Musical Fountain as well as a concert and events seating for performances that take place on
the “stage area” between the seating and the river. The replacement of the stadium will provide
a more modern performance venue.
BMX Park
A new BMX Park is desired for pedal bike action within the community. A location for the facility
has not been determined.
East End Waterfront Trail
The East End Waterfront Trail will be the construction of a trail along the Grand River from East
Grand River Park to the Harbor Island area.
South Channel Linear Park Renovations and Art Park
The park is in need of renovation due to its age and the fact that it remains a popular park and
linkage along the Grand Haven waterfront. Renovations will include repaving of the pathway,
landscaping with irrigation, picnic tables, grills, and a new Art Park sculpture area. The Art Park
will include seven concrete pads for outdoor sculptures with or without lighting.
Mulligan’s Hollow Skate Park Enhancements
Enhance the existing skate park with modifications to the existing fencing, the addition of
lighting, increasing the flat surface area, and adding a “Dog Bowl”.
Off Leash Dog Park
Provide a new Off Leash Dog Park in the community at a location yet to be determined.
Five Mile Hill Trails
The Five Mile Hill area is used informally by the community for outdoor recreation hiking.
Proposed are the addition of formalized trails with signage.
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Harbor Island Fish Cleaning Station
Harbor Island has a boat launch and dock facility which includes usage by many fishing boats.
The addition of a fish cleaning station will provide a location for fisherman to clean their catch
upon their return.
Highland Park Reserves
The Highland Park Reserves is a wooded natural area with informal trails used recreationally by
the local community. Proposed are a more formalized trail system with trails, boardwalks,
observation decks, signage and maps.
Klemple Park/Grant St. Overlook Deck
Klemple Park is a .17 acre mini-park that includes Grand River water frontage. The addition of an
overlook deck will enhance waterfront access.
Mulligan’s Hollow Park Refrigerated Ice Rink
Currently Mulligan’s Hollow Park annually floods an ice rink that is a naturally cooled ice rink
enjoyed for community skating and hockey. Skating is often limited by weather conditions. A
formal refrigerated ice rink will expand usage by stabilizing the weather conditions with the
refrigerated rink and provide a more formal rink size and shape.
North Shore Dunes Nature Trails
The North Shore Dunes property is a beautiful wooded sand dune property. The addition of
formalized trails with signage and maps will enable expanded usage by the community.
Sluka Park Development
Additional facilities are proposed for Sluka Park to further develop it as a neighborhood park
including an in-line skating rink, basketball court surfaces, small shelter and picnic area, outfield
fence, lighting, and other related park facilities.
William Hatton Park
Improvements to the park to include lighting and additional site amenities.
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Grand Haven Charter Township Action Plan
The Action Plan section provides the intended direction for making improvements towards
accomplishing the Goals and Objectives.

The Action Plan includes desired land acquisitions,

potential projects, as well as other larger planning and organizational actions that have been

identified through the planning process. The projects given within this Section are the ones that
have been best identified at the time of the writing of this plan, however, it is very likely that

additional projects or means of accomplishing goals will become apparent as time progresses.
Therefore, this document is meant as a guide, and it is the overall Goals and Objectives that will
continue to provide the framework in the future.

Potential Land Acquisitions

Grand Haven Charter Township has identified the following properties as priorities for
acquisitions for parkland:

Grand Haven Charter Township continues to focus on the acquisition of lands adjacent
to Hofma Park and Hofma Preserve in order to expand the natural based recreational
resources within this unique and naturally rich area of the Township.

Parklands in southwest quadrant of Township are desired as the Township currently does
not own any parklands in this area of the Township. As this area is currently the least
developed, it is anticipated that overtime demand for greenspace in this southwest area
will increase.
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Potential Projects List

The Potential Project List provides a list of each of the projects identified within the planning
process in a priority order, with the projects of highest priority listed first. This list will assist the

Township in the identification of needed funds for the development of park facilities and

recreational opportunities and is meant as a guideline that may be adjusted to meet changing
recreational goals and objectives.
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Potential Project Summaries
Hofma Park Stabilization along Entrance Drive

Installation of a retaining wall on the west side of the entrance drive will reduce erosion and
stabilize the vegetation along the drive.

Mercury, Bignell, & Pottawattomie Parks: Tree Plantings

Each of these three parks has large older trees providing an existing shady canopy. As these

trees age, and die, there are currently limited trees to take their place to maintain the shade
canopy. The grass is currently mowed, eliminating new seedlings from growing naturally. Each
of these parks requires new tree plantings to insure the future of the shade canopy.
Hofma Preserve Update of Grills

New updated grills with ADA accessible surfaces will be installed at the pavilion to provide
better grilling opportunities. The current grills are out dated and are not ADA accessible.
Boat Launch Power Off/On Enforcement Signs

Install signage to increase the awareness regarding the damage to the launch caused by boat
owners powering their boats on and off their trailers. Signage will also include the required rules
prohibiting these actions.

Hofma Park Additional and ADA Parking at Soccer Field

Construct additional parking at Hofma Park to accommodate athletic field use. Currently park

users are parking off the roads into the natural areas in undesignated parking areas due to the

lack of adequate parking. This unauthorized parking also creates access issues along the road
by narrowing the travel area on the road surface. Provide ADA accessible parking within the
redesign of the site parking.

Hofma Preserve Larger Sign at Sleeper St. Entrance

Install a larger more visible sign at the Sleeper Street entrance to provide better public visibility
and access to the park.

Hofma Park and Pottawattomie Park Barrier Free Picnic Tables

Provide barrier free picnic tables on an accessible surface to provide expanded picnic facilities
within the parks. The current individual tables are not accessible tables.
Pottawattomie Park Barrier Free Access to Play Equipment

New, barrier free play equipment with transfer stations was installed approximately 5 years ago.
This will provide barrier free access from the parking area to the play equipment.
landings around the transfer stations will also be included.

Proper
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Hofma Park and Preserve: Barrier Free Accessible Trail Loop

Create a barrier-free trail loop within the preserve connecting to existing parking and restroom
facilities. Currently there are not any barrier-free trails within Hofma Park and Preserve.

Additional benches are needed along all of the trails for resting as well as offering opportunities

to view wildlife and plants. An expansion to the existing Hofma Park parking is required to

provide for concurrent uses of the trail areas as well as the active sports areas. The current
parking has also increased from vehicles coming to use the park as a trailhead for the larger
non-motorized pathway system that runs along the south boundary of the park.
Baby Changing Stations in Park Restrooms

Baby Changing Stations will be added to the park restrooms at Mercury, Pottawattomie, and
Hofma Preserve and Park to provide the public with a location to change baby diapers.
Park Brochures

Park brochures for each of the parks or for the parks as a whole would be useful in

communicating to the residents what facilities and recreational opportunities are available in
each of the parks. These brochures could be posted in the parks, printed as handouts, and
available as PDF’s on the Township’s website.
Hofma Park: Additional Winter Parking

Additional parking during the winter months is needed due to increased usage of the trails. The
current area is small due to current snow plowing practices. Solutions need to be reviewed and
planned.

Hofma Park: Restripe Parking for Angled Parking

The current drive is configured as one-way traffic. Restriping the parking for angled parking
could increase the number of parking spaces within the park and increase the ease of vehicle
circulation.

Hofma Park: Ferris Entrance Drinking Fountain and Picnic Table

The Township’s Non-Motorized Pathway runs through the park along Ferris Street. Creating a

rest stop along the pathway will provide residents an opportunity to find water as well as a place

to rest and picnic along the pathway. There are no other rest stops along this pathway in this
area of the Township.

Signage at Park Entrances Identifying Amenities

Additional signage at all of the park entrances identifying the park facilities and recreational

opportunities will provide residents better knowledge regarding the parks and the potential that
they may visit the parks more often.
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Pottawattomie Park Additional Parking

Pottawattomie Park is a very popular and busy park within the Township providing; three large
rental pavilions, access to Pottawattomie Bayou, fishing, picnic facilities, play areas, and a soccer

field. The intensive overlapping facility use often fills the parking lots to overflowing. Additional
parking will provide for the growing use and keep vehicles from spilling over into the natural
areas or blocking drives.

Hayes Street Drop-in Boat Launch

This project will require a joint effort with the City of Grand Haven and will provide a new boat

launch for small drop in water craft such as kayaks and canoes. Public access is limited to the
Grand River, and this site would provide a unique location for small boat launching. This project
has been listed in three previous plans and remains a project of interest.
Hofma Park and Preserve: Interpretive Center & Signage

This proposed project would be the construction of an interpretive center within the preserve to
provide outdoor educational opportunities at the park. To further this project, a study needs to
be completed regarding

facilities that are desired, programming and staffing requirements,

as well as funding alternatives. This center could be as simple as a series of outdoor signs or a

nature center building. The Hofma Preserve provides over six miles of nature trails and is the
primary natural area within the central area of the Township. It is the primary natural area

owned by the Township which contains a variety of ecosystems and native plant areas.

Interpretive signage will provide educational opportunities as residents explore the natural areas
along the existing trail system.

Shiawassee Avenue, Brucker Street, & Buchanan Street - Street End Improvements

The northern end of Shiawassee Avenue right-of-way provides access to Pottawattomie Bayou.

The current public access will be renovated to provide an ADA accessible pathway and seating

within the right-of-way for residents to gain access to the southern side of the Pottawattomie

Bayou. The access is utilized primarily by the surrounding neighborhood to gain access to

viewing the Bayou or fishing.

Both Brucker and Buchanan Street ends provide public access to the Lake Michigan beach. Both
currently have limited development, but are popular public access points. Both beach sites will

benefit from better access and the public will benefit from increased ADA accessibility.
Preliminary site design will determine the actual proposed development at these sites.
Location Undetermined: Multi-Use Fields and Park

The development of a larger multi-use sports park has been desired as a need to support the

Northwest Ottawa Recreation Authority programs as well as the local non-profit athletic
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associations for baseball, softball, soccer, lacrosse, and football. The current area-wide facilities

are inadequate to meet the current and growing athletic needs. The facility will most likely be

funded as an area wide facility, and is therefore rated as a lower priority when prioritized directly
with Township development priorities.

Location Undetermined: Disc Golf Course

As part of the recreation planning process it was determined that the construction of a new disc

golf course is desirable. However, there currently are not any public disc courses in the area,
with the nearest in either Muskegon or Grand Rapids. The facility can be open to the public at

most times, and will not require an admission fee, thereby furthering the goals to provide multigenerational opportunities, recreation for all ages, and at low or no cost to the visitor.

A possible location for the course is the sixty acre property adjacent to Hofma Preserve which
will become the property of the Township through a trust. Construction of a course in this
location would allow for the utilization of existing parking, restroom, and picnic facilities.
Location Undetermined: Dog Park

Increased pressure is being placed on the Township parks by both resident and non-residents

dogs as other parks within the area continue to ban dogs. This increased usage has developed
an interest in further investigating the development of a dog park within the community.
Mercury Park Lighting of Softball Field

The existing softball field at Mercury Park is utilized by adult softball league play. The lighting of
the field will allow for extended seasonal play in the spring and fall for after work leagues.
Mercury Park Higher Fences Around Player Areas

Higher fences around the player areas will provide additional protection to the players from foul
or miss thrown balls.

Update On-Line Reservation System

Updating the On-Line Reservation System on the Township’s Website will allow for better public
access to information regarding shelter availability, ability to place a rental reservation, as well as
pay for the rental. It will also help to reduce staff time in assisting persons with reservations.
Hofma Park Softball Field Lighting

The existing softball field at Hofma Park is utilized by adult softball league play. The lighting of
the field will allow for extended seasonal play in the spring and fall for after work leagues.
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Pottawattomie Park Historical Interpretation Signage

The history of Pottawattomie Park has a historical background which includes Native Americans,

early fir traders, settlers, and Girl Scouts prior to becoming a public park. Interpretive signs will
provide public information and education regarding these previous land uses.
Pottawattomie Park Kayak and Canoe Launch

The existing park facilities and the park’s location on the Pottawattomie Bayou provide a good
location for the installation of an ADA accessible Canoe and Kayak Launch. The launch would

provide access to the Bayou, the connecting Grand River, the developing Grand River Water

Trail, as well as extended paddle trips even out to Lake Michigan. The launch would be for nonmotorized hand launched water craft.

Grand Haven Charter Township Non-Motorized Pathway Planning

The existing Non-Motorized Pathway System is an extremely popular and important

transportation system within the Township. The pathway system serves both as a recreational

resource for activities such as walking and biking, but also as a transportation network, as the

Township does not have public sidewalks.

Planning discussions included looking at priorities for future expansion of the system. The map

of the current system was overlaid with the Ottawa County Non-Motorized Plan for review.
Priorities from the Parks and Recreation Committee include:
1.

Adding a pathway on 144th Avenue from Mercury Drive south to Lincoln Street.

2.

Adding a pathway on Lincoln Street from 144th Avenue west to 152nd Street.

3.

Adding a pathway connector on 152nd Avenue between Ferris Street and Lincoln

Street.

4.

Adding a pathway on Lincoln Street between 152nd Avenue west to Lakeshore

5.

Adding a pathway connector between Ferris Street and Lincoln Street along the

6.

Adding a paved shoulder along Lake Michigan Drive from Lakeshore Drive east to

Drive.

168th Avenue right-of-way.
US31 Highway.

Regional Recreational Planning

Since the last planning document the Northwest Ottawa Recreation Programs, NORP, has

become the Northwest Ottawa Recreation Authority (NORA), and continues to provide

recreational programming for area residents. NORA is financially assisted by the Township and
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utilizes Township ball fields, soccer fields, and in-line rink.

Additionally, several volunteer

programs including the Tri-Cities area soccer, baseball, softball, lacrosse and football are
provided. The YMCA also provides organized leagues for basketball and swim team. Most of

these activities utilize either facilities of the various governmental agencies or the public schools.
NORA is currently strategizing towards the development of additional Northwest Ottawa Area
facilities.

The Parks and Recreation Committee continues to support the efforts of NORA in the concept of

regional facility planning and for the shared development of a regional active sports park to
provide additional needed sports fields for existing leagues, and newly developing sports.
Strengthen Relationships with Neighboring Governmental Agencies

The Parks and Recreation Committee continues to support the strengthening of relationships

with neighboring governmental agencies, and in particular with the Ottawa County Parks and
Recreation Commission. Ottawa County has several park properties within the Township and

has included expansion of recreation lands within the Township as a County goal. The Township

is also seeking the acquisition of additional park land in the southwest quadrant of the Township
and would like to request any assistance that the County might be able to give in locating an
available piece of land.

Relationships with the City of Grand Haven and neighboring Townships are also important to
seek benefits from shared development and political support.
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Spring Lake Township Action Plan
The Action Plan section provides the intended direction for making improvements towards
accomplishing the Goals and Objectives.

The Action Plan includes desired land acquisitions,

potential projects, as well as other larger planning and organizational actions that have been

identified through the planning process. The projects given within this Section are the ones that
have been best identified at the time of the writing of this plan, however, it is very likely that

additional projects or means of accomplishing goals will become apparent as time progresses.
Therefore, this document is meant as a guide, and it is the overall Goals and Objectives that will
continue to provide the framework in the future.

Potential Property Acquisitions

Spring Lake Township has identified the following properties as priorities for acquisitions for
parkland:

Eagles Campground on Little Black Lake for additional waterfront park land and a
possible public campground.

Land parcels to be determined along M104 to provide a viewshed to Lloyd’s Bayou and

to provide a trailhead parking area.

Land parcels to be determined along the Grand River and Spring Lake to provide
additional waterfront access and pocket park opportunities along the multipurpose
pathways.
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Potential Projects List

The Potential Projects List provides a list of the projects identified by the Township during the
planning process as potential projects that will improve the recreational opportunities within the
community.

Potential Project Summaries
Black Lake Park

Black Lake Park is a newly acquired parcel of land adjacent to the existing Black Lake Park of
Norton Shores.

The first step will be the development of a new master plan for the park

including an inventory of the natural features and relationship to the adjacent park.
Vacant Grand River Lands

The Township currently owns undeveloped parcels along the Grand River. A new master plan

for these parcels will be completed to determine the appropriate uses, resource protection, and
facility development.

Non-Motorized Pathway Improvements

The Township’s non-motorized pathway system is well established with a next phase of
development planned along M104 from Krueger Street to Fruitport Road. Additionally it is
desired to improve wayfinding signage regarding pathway routes, distances, nearby parks,
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businesses, and attractions. As the pathway ages, there are concerns regarding the long term
maintenance and upkeep of the pathway.

It is desired to create a Pathway Maintenance

Endowment Fund to plan for the perpetual care of the system.
Universal Access Audits & Strategy

The Township continues to improve Universal accessibility within its parks. To this end, the goal

is to complete a thorough Universal Access Audit in each park and to then create an in-depth

strategy for designing, funding, and implementing the improvements to upgrade the
recreational accessibility.

Rycenga Park Improvements

Rycenga Park is a large active use park within the community. The Township continues to

improve ADA accessibility within the park as well as expand recreational facilities. Proposed
improvements include renovating and expanding the restrooms to improve ADA accessibility
and to better serve the busier days in the park. New water outlets are desired at the shelters to

provide water for public use, as well as use for cleaning of the shelters. An expanded irrigation
system will improve the turf surfaces on the play surfaces. A new walkway connecting to the
basketball court to the existing pathway system will provide ADA accessibility to the courts.
Also being planned is the resurfacing of the entrance drive and parking lot.
Secure Storage

To improve the park maintenance operations additional secure storage is needed for the
storage of equipment and materials.

Tennis Court Resurfacing at Water Tank Park

The tennis courts at Water Tank Park have aged and are need of resurfacing.

Other Recreational Planning Items
Annual Joint Meeting with the Village of Spring Lake Recreation Committee

Spring Lake Township and the Village of Spring Lake are located adjacent to each other, and
continue to jointly share in providing services for residents where it is mutually benefital, it is a

goal to annual hold a joint meeting to discuss recreational goals and objectives, as well as share
information regarding future parks and recreational efforts.
Green Infrastructure Plan

Complete the development of a Green Infrastructure Plan complete with a Natural Features
Inventory to identify important natural elements within the Township for the purpose of making
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better decisions regarding land acquisitions, parks, land development, and greenway
preservation.

Multi-purpose Pathways and Bike Lanes

The Recreation Committee identified the following multi-purpose pathways and bike lanes as

priorities within the community. The Committee emphasized that safety, density served, and
linkages were the critical factors in determine the most important bike paths, and that the M104
pathway from Krueger to Fruitport Road was the top priority over the other path segments.
M104 from Fruitport to Krueger-Separated multi-purpose pathway (High Priority).
168th Ave. from W. Spring Lake Rd. to Van Wagoner Rd-Separated multi-purpose

pathway only if partially developed privately via adjacent new development (Medium
Priority).

174th Ave from Taft to Wilson-Bike lanes only to match up to with bike lanes on Grand

Haven Rd. in Norton Shores. (Medium Priority).

Palm Drive-Bike lanes only to match up to with bike lanes on Blake Lake Road in Norton
Shores. (Medium Priority).

Rannes Road-Separated multi-purpose pathway (Low Priority).
M104 from Krueger east to 148th Avenue-Separated multi-purpose pathway on south
side of M104 (Low Priority).

Cooperative North Bank Trail Maintenance Fund

The North Bank Trail, 18 miles in length, extends from Spring Lake to Coopersville. The desire is

to work cooperatively with the other governmental units which jointly own portions of the North
Bank Trail to develop a long term maintenance endowment fund to secure the perpetual repair
and maintenance funds needed to sustain the trial long term.
Support Regional Non-Motorized Transportation Routes

Continue to support adjacent governmental agencies to complete the regional non-motorized
pathway systems that link to the Township’s pathways and provide benefits to the community.
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Support the Non-Motorized Transportation Efforts of the Ottawa County Road
Commission

The Ottawa County Road Commission continues to integrate Non-Motorized transportation

facilities into the overall transportation system of the County. Spring Lake Township supports

these efforts and intends to continue to support these efforts in order to create roads within the
Township which are more bicycle and pedestrian friendly.
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Village of Spring Lake Action Plan
The Action Plan section provides the intended direction for making improvements towards

accomplishing the Goals and Objectives. The Action Plan includes desired land acquisitions,

potential projects, as well as other larger planning and organizational actions that have been

identified through the planning process. The projects given within this Section are the ones that
have been best identified at the time of the writing of this plan, however, it is very likely that

additional projects or means of accomplishing goals will become apparent as time progresses.

Therefore, this document is meant as a guide, and it is the overall Goals and Objectives that will
continue to provide the framework in the future.

Potential Property Acquisitions

The Village of Spring Lake is currently not seeking to purchase additional park lands at this time,
as they are currently focus on a program of redevelopment within their existing parks.

Potential Projects List

The Potential Projects List provides a list of the projects identified by the Township during the
planning process as potential projects that will improve the recreational opportunities within the
community.

Potential Project Summaries
Central Park Redevelopment

The potential projects identified are for the redevelopment of Central Park which has been a

focus for recreation within the Village for many decades. The park and facilities are utilized for a
variety of league activities, family picnics, special events, and daily recreation.

The current

facilities have out lived their life expectancy and a master plan has been completed for the

redevelopment of the park with new modern facilities which also improve the ADA accessibility
for the park. The new park facilities will be phased into the park as funding allows.
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PLANNING PROCESS
Regional Joint Planning Effort

There are many potential benefits to coordinated recreational planning amongst governmental
agencies including increased efficiencies in providing park and recreation opportunities, access

to increased funding sources, greater protection and identification of natural resources, greater

potential for identifying creative ways of accomplishing recreation goals, public media coverage,
expanded public support, economic advantages, and shared long term vision and goals. In

striving to begin to plan and understand the local community recreational opportunities
available, as well as the planning efforts underway, five communities have joined together within
this plan to develop a joint five year community recreation plan. These communities include the

City of Ferrysburg, City of Grand Haven, Grand Haven Charter Township, Spring Lake Township
and the Village of Spring Lake. This is the first joint recreational planning effort of these five
communities as a unified plan.

Establishment of Joint Recreation Plan Development Committee

The five communities established a Joint Recreation Plan Development Committee in which each

community could assign one or two representative individuals. The Committee was chaired by

Spring Lake Township who hosted the meetings and oversaw the development of the planning

document. The five communities determined that the best way to complete a joint recreation
plan was to retain a recreation consultant to assist in the plan development.

The five

communities jointly retained the firm of PM Blough, Inc. to assist in the development of the
recreation inventory, public input, the planning process, and the writing of the plan document.
The Committee met periodically throughout the process to guide the planning effort and the
Committee members served as liaisons between the Committee and their respective
communities.

Recreation Inventory

A comprehensive inventory was completed of the recreational facilities within the five
governmental jurisdictions. The results of this inventory are included in the Recreation Inventory
section of this document and are broken into resources by each governmental unit as well as

summarized as a whole community.

Of significant relevance was the creation of an overall

regional mapping of public park sites onto one map and the creation of a unified park facilities

inventory chart, both of which had previously not existed and will also be used as community
information resources.

Individual park sheets were also created for each park in a unified

manner which can also be used for additional uses beyond the plan such as local websites and
informational handouts.
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Community Recreation Survey

As part of the planning process to gather public input, a public survey was developed and made
available to the public. The format of the survey was an electronic survey, facilitated through

Survey Monkey, with paper copies also available upon request. The link to the survey was shared
via

public

announcements,

advertisements.

direct

emails,

Facebook,

newspaper articles

and

public

The electronic format allowed residents direct access to providing input

without requiring attendance at preset meeting dates or times, or means of transportation.

A total of 25 questions were offered for resident responses, with many of the questions offering
opportunities for open ended responses.

The survey was open for public comment for

approximately six weeks in 2014 from mid-August through the end of September. A total of 803
responses were received with respondents from all of the governmental units, ages primarily

over the age of 18 to over 75 years of age, and included many thoughtful comments from
residents.

The full survey results are included in Appendix A of this document.
Documentation of Administrative Structures for Each Community

The five communities each operate under their own independent administrative structures which

provide for administration, funding, operation, programming, development, and planning of the

parks within the community. Based on this autonomy, independent summaries of each of the
governmental unit structures was documented and written. These appear in the Administrative
Structure section of the plan.

Development of Goals & Objectives

As each of the five communities are independent and uniquely different, they each developed a

series of Goals and Objectives for providing for parks and recreation within their communities.
These goals and objectives often share similar characteristics and wording from community to
community which further emphasis the unity felt within the expanded community in providing

the best opportunities for the residents and visitors. The Goals and Objectives for each of the
communities are shown in the Goals and Objectives Section of this plan.
Development of the Action Plan

Independent Action Plans were developed for each community through processes which

included staff, community, and elected official input. These resulted in the development of a

consolidated community wide Potential Property Acquisition List and a Consolidated Potential

Project List, as well as individual Action Plans for each community. The consolidated lists allow
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for the communities to readily view the thoughts and planning for recreation on a community-

wide basis.

Development and Review of Draft Plan

A draft plan document was written and complied for public review and comment prior to formal
adoption by the local units of government.
Thirty Day Public Comment Period

Once the draft document was completed, the plan was made available for not less than thirty

days for public review by all of the residents in all five of the communities. This was made
possible by a joint public notice in the local Grand Haven Tribune newspaper and placement on

local governmental public notice posting sites. Draft copies of the plans were made available at

all five governmental offices and electronic copies were available on city, village, and township
websites.

----insert public notice for Public Comment Period

Public Hearings and Plan Adoption

A public hearing was held at each of the five governmental units prior to formal adoption.

Copies of the public notices, minutes of the public hearings, and the formal adoption resolutions
are compiled in the following pages.
----insert public hearing notices (5)

----insert minutes of public hearings (5)
----insert adoption resolutions (5)

Transmittal Letters to MDNR, Regional Planning and County

Copies of the plan were transmitted to the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, West
Michigan Regional Planning and Ottawa County Planning Department.
transmittal letters immediately follow.

Copies of the

--insert transmittal letters
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“Community Park, Recreation, Open Space, and Greenway Plan Certification Checklist”

The plan was finalized with the completion of the “Community Park, Recreation, Open Space
and Greenway Plan Certification Checklist.” A copy of the checklist immediately follows.

----insert checklist
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Appendix B: MDNR Post Grant Certification Forms
--To be added in final transmittal
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