
 

 

 

Proudly Serving Residential and Commercial Customers in: 

Å Ada Township  Å Cascade Charter Township Å City of Grand Rapids Å City of East Grand Rapids Å City of Kentwood  

Å Grand Rapids Charter Township Å Tallmadge Charter Township Å City of Walker  Å Portions of Ottawa County   

 

The Grand Rapids Water System is proud to present our annual Water Quality Report.  This report provides important in-

formation about your drinking water.  We have continued to meet the challenge of providing safe, quality water which meets 

or exceeds the requirements set forth by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Michigan Department of Envi-

ronmental Quality (MDEQ). 

 

Is my water safe?  

Absolutely, yes. The City of Grand Rapids meets or exceeds all of the requirements of the Safe Drinking Water Act. We are excited to present this year's Annual 

Water Quality Report (Consumer Confidence Report) as required by the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA). This report is designed to provide details about where 
your water comes from, what it contains, and how it compares to standards set by regulatory agencies. This report is a snapshot of last year's water quality. We are 

committed to providing you with information because informed customers are our best allies.  

 

Where does my water come from? 

Lake Michigan is the sole source of water treated for the Grand Rapids Water System. This is a surface water source. 

Do I need to take special precautions? 
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer 

undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can 

be particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers. EPA/Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are available by calling the Safe Water 

Drinking Hotline (800-426-4791). 



 

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA has regulations which limit the amount of contaminants in water provided by public water systems. The table 

below lists all of the drinking water contaminants that we detected during the calendar year of this report. Although many more contaminants were tested, only those 

substances listed below were found in your water. All sources of drinking water contain some naturally occurring contaminants. At low levels, these substances are 

generally not harmful in our drinking water. Removing all contaminants would be extremely expensive, and in most cases, would not provide increased protection of 

public health. A few naturally occurring minerals may actually improve the taste of drinking water and have nutritional value at low levels. Unless otherwise noted, 

the data presented in this table is from testing done in the calendar year of the report. The EPA or the State requires us to monitor for certain contaminants less than 

once per year because the concentrations of these contaminants do not vary significantly from year to year, or the system is not considered vulnerable to this type of 

contamination. As such, some of our data, though representative, may be more than one year old. In this table you will find terms and abbreviations that might not be 

familiar to you. To help you better understand these terms, we have provided the definitions.  

Contaminants 

MCLG 

or 

MCL, 

TT, or 

Detected In 

Your Water 

Range Sample 

Date Violation Typical Source Low High 

Disinfectants & Disinfection By-Products 

(There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants) 

Chlorine (as Cl2) 

(ppm) 

4 4 0.97 0.1 1.98 2017 No Water additive used to control microbes 

Haloacetic Acids 

(HAA5) (ppb) 

NA 60 31 2.4 43 2017 No By-product of drinking water chlorination 

TTHMs (Total 

Trihalomethanes) 

(ppb) 

NA 80 66 20 74 2017 No By-product of drinking water chlorination 

Inorganic Contaminants 

Barium (ppm) 2 2 0.027 0.02 0.027 2017 No Discharge of drilling wastes; Discharge 

from metal refineries; Erosion of natural 

deposits 

Fluoride (ppm) 4 4 0.67 NA NA 2017 No Erosion of natural deposits; Water additive 

which promotes strong teeth; Discharge 

from fertilizer and aluminum factories 

Nitrate (as Nitro-

gen) (ppm) 

10 10 0.4 NA NA 2017 No Runoff from fertilizer use; Leaching from 

septic tanks, sewage; Erosion of natural 

deposits 

Sodium (ppm) NA NA 10 NA NA 2017 No Erosion of natural deposits; Leaching 

Unregulated Contaminants 

(Information collected through the monitoring of these contaminants/chemicals will help to ensure that future decisions on drinking water standards are based on sound science.) 

Chromium-6 

(hexavalent chromi-

um) (ppb) 

NA MNR 0.16 NA NA 2017 NR Erosion of natural deposits; Industrial 

contaminant 

Microbiological Contaminants 

Turbidity (NTU) NA 0.3 100% NA NA 2017 No Soil runoff 

100% of the samples were below the TT value of .3. A value less than 95% constitutes a TT violation. The highest single measurement was 0.117. Any measurement in excess 

of 1 is a violation unless otherwise approved by the state. 

Contaminants MCLG AL 90th Percentile 

Range Sample 

Date 

# Samples 

Exceeding 

AL Typical Source Low 
Hig

h 

Inorganic Contaminants 

Copper ï action 

level at risk con-

sumer taps (ppb) 

1300 1300 54 ND 215 2016 0 Corrosion of household plumbing systems; 

Erosion of natural deposits 

Lead ï action level 

at risk consumer 

taps (ppb) 

0 15 4 ND 41 2016 1 Corrosion of household plumbing systems; 

Erosion of natural deposits 
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